God of Transition

Relational God: Part 4 “God of Transition”

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — February 12, 2023
6™ Sunday after Epiphany

Readings: 2 Kings 2:1-14; John 1:6-9, 19-21

Reflection: Psalm 44

Greeting: The Lord is merciful and compassionate. The Lord is very patient, and full of faithful
love. The Lord is good to everyone and everything. God’s compassion extends to all his
handiwork! (Psalm 145:8-9)

Prayer: Lord, our guide and our guardian, we pray that you will shelter us and lead us as we
join together today in worship. May we remember the wonders of your creation each and every
day. May we remember that we are a people of your great promise. May we recall your
steadfast love that has been revealed to us. May we know that you are with us in all things old
and new, and that you are there in every transition. We pray that you help us to face any
change with faith and perseverance because you are with us. May we worship you in spirit and
truth this hour, and may we proclaim the love of our savior is for all people. And it is in Jesus’
name we pray this day. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 44

We have heard with our ears, O God; our ancestors have told us what deeds you performed
in their days, in the days of old: you with your own hand drove out the nations, but them you
planted; you afflicted the peoples, but them you set free; for not by their own sword did they
win the land, nor did their own arm give them victory, but your right hand, and your arm,
and the light of your countenance, for you delighted in them. You are my King and my God;
you command victories for Jacob. Through you we push down our foes; through your name
we tread down our assailants. For not in my bow do | trust, nor can my sword save me. But
you have saved us from our foes and have put to confusion those who hate us. In God we
have boasted continually, and we will give thanks to your name forever.

(Psalm 44:1-8 NRSV*)

We read the words of the 44th Psalm and we hear about trusting God. That we give thanks that
God is with us. That God’s salvation is there for his people. Do you give thanks that God
watches over you? Do you praise the Lord for the blessings in your life? How do you share
those blessings with others? In what ways can you share God’s love with the people in your
life? How has your life changed because of God? How can we help others to experience the
joy of Christ in their lives?



Prayer: O God, help us to remember all that you are for us. May we always celebrate your
steadfast love in all the ways that we experience it. May you bless us in your love and your
peace so that we may share that love and peace with others. Help us to show love to each
other as a sign of our love for you. May we show the compassion and mercy that has been
shown to us through Christ our Lord. As we reach out to you with our joys and our concerns,
may you build us up in your mercy and grace. May you lift us up in both laughter and tears that
we may always find comfort in you. And may you strengthen us in our celebrations and our
sorrows, knowing that you are with us always. And it is in Jesus name that we pray. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible.
Ouir first reading for today comes from 2 Kings chapter 2 verses 1 through 14.

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on
their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But
Elisha said, “As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they went down to
Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you
know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, | know; keep
silent.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the
Lord lives and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord
will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, | know; keep silent.” Then Elijah said
to him, “Stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives and as
you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the
Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted to the
one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah
said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do for you before | am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me
inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing, yet if you see me
as | am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and
its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in
two pieces. He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on
the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water. He
said, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah? Where is he?” He struck the water again, and the water
was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha crossed over.

(2 Kings 2:1-14 NRSV*)

Our other reading for today comes from John chapter 1 verse 14 and verses 16 through
18.



And There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. This is the testimony
given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”
He confessed and did not deny it, but he confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him,
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “l am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.”
(John 1:6-9, 19-21 NRSV*)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

So, we are one week away from the Transfiguration. This week, we look at the prophet
Elijah and how he gives us an insight into the prophets and transition. Understanding Elijah
helps us to understand the Transfiguration. Our reading this week takes us to the transition of
Elijah passing his mantle to Elisha. And | do apologize as | will try to be as clear as | can about
Elijah and Elisha because the names are of course rather similar. So, we begin with our
readings from Second Kings. And it begins with a statement that really won't make much sense
until we get to the end of the reading. It talks about how this all happens before Elijah was to be
taken up by a whirlwind. This frames where our reading is headed and the uniqueness of
today’s reading. Because we see Elijah and Elisha as they are traveling, and Elisha refuses to
leave Elijah’s side. Elijah keeps telling Elisha that he can stop, but he keeps telling Elijah that he
will not leave him. And at each stop the company of prophets asks if Elisha knows that God is
about to take Elijah from him. And he does know. But he still will not leave his side. So, the two
of them travel, and they come to the Jordan. Elijah takes his mantle, rolls it up, and strikes the
water. The water is parted by the power Elijah has from God. Now that they are here, Elijah
wants to know what it is Elisha wants before he's gone. What will help him in this time of
transition? And Elisha asks for double share of Elijah’s spirit. Elijah tells him that he's asked for
something difficult but that if he watches he will receive. It is then that a chariot of fire comes
down and takes Elijah and he ascends into heaven. And Elisha is left to mourn.

But that's not the end of our story. Because Elisha picks up Elijah’s mantle. A mantle is a
kind of cape or cloak if you were wondering. Elisha takes up Elijah’s mantle and he strikes the
water of the Jordan and asks where God is. He strikes the water again and it is parted. So,
Elisha crosses the Jordan on dry land and returns. Now there's a lot to unpack here. But |
wanted to touch on John the Baptist before we dive too deeply into this. We've been going
through the first chapter of John in connection with our readings for Transfiguration. Today's
mentions Elijah and it has to do with John the Baptist. Because John is also a figure of
transition. John has been called to testify to the light. That John himself was not the light but he
was called to testify. And who is the light? The light is Christ. While John is out baptizing,
people want to know who he is. So, John tells them who he isn't. He is not the Messiah. He is
not the prophet. He is not Elijah. So, who is John? John is there to testify to the coming of
Jesus. John is there as a figure of transition. More than a prophet, John is there to declare that
Christ is coming. There's a reason that people wanted to know if John the Baptist was Elijah.
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Because it was said that Elijah would return to usher in the age of the Messiah, God's Anointed,
God’s chosen, the person who would lead Israel into a new glory. Elijah takes on a very
important role because of how he was taken up. That Elijah didn't die, but Elijah was taken to
God. And Elijah becomes very important symbolically. We see a transition from Elijah to Elisha.
Elijah knew he was going so he passes along his prophetic spirit to Elisha, to carry on speaking
God’s truth. And he is able to proclaim that truth as we see him take up Elijah’s mantle. Though
this is often thought of symbolically, it is also very literal in this case. Elisha has this one gift
from Elijah so that he can carry on. He is given that double portion of the spirit because he
witnessed Elijah being taken.

From there the story of Elijah grows until people believe firmly that Elijah is coming back
to proclaim the Messiah. That's part of what we see in the Transfiguration when we see Moses
and Elijah with Christ on the mountaintop. We have a new transition, and we see that
responsibility, that mantle, is once again being passed. That Moses is there to show a transition
to the law being made complete in Christ. Elijah is there to usher in the Messiah and to show
that the prophets are fulfilled in Christ. Jesus is there in all of God’s glory, uniting the law and
the prophets to set the people free from sin and death. This transition shows all things made
complete in Christ. This is the new beginning, a combination of everything that has come
before. | think it’s important that we recognize the transitions that we see here. John the Baptist
is not claiming to be anything more than somebody announcing the good news that God's
chosen is coming. He is calling people to repent and to prepare, to change their hearts and
their lives and turn to God because the time is near. And he's a figure of transition because he
is trying to get people to change and point towards where they need to be. And we can forget
that we are in a sort of transition ourselves. Sometimes we like to think that we have been
saved, and it is all past tense, forgetting that we are still in transition ourselves. Because | know
| still need God’s grace, because | still need to repent. | still find things in my life where | need
to change to do better. So I’'m always in a sort of transition, always turning towards Christ,
always seeking God’s grace in my life so that | can turn from those things that are harmful. That
| am in a transition from a life of sin to a life in Christ. Always seeking forgiveness and always
seeking to forgive. That we are called to turn from those things that draw us away from Christ.
But it also means that I'm making the call to others to be in a transition away from sin an death
to a life in Christ. To turn from a life of sorrow and sin to find peace and hope in Christ.

We too are called to be a witness to God’s glory. We see many stories about those
testifying to their faith and people being changed. Elisha witnesses God taking Elijah up and he
carries on Elijah’s prophetic mission. John the Baptist testifies to the one who would come after
him. That he would pave the way, even if he wasn’t even worthy of untying his sandal. And we
see the disciples at the Transfiguration bearing witness to God's glory in Christ, there with
Moses and Elijah on the mountaintop. We are called to bear witness to God's glory in our lives,
to the saving grace that has touched our hearts and moved us. That we are called to serve
Christ, called to speak out and to share the good news. The good news of God's great love for
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you and for me for everyone. That we know that God will be with us whatever changes we may
face. That like Elisha splitting the waters, God is there to show us what is next. Like John the
Baptist proclaiming he is neither Messiah nor Elijah, but that he was himself. One called to
proclaim God’s love. So let us know that Christ is with us in all of the ups and downs, all of the
changes that we may see. Let us know we are never alone and that we are always in God's
love. And may we know God's glory in the world around us and know that God is there for
everyone. So let us take up that mantle, so that we too may proclaim the good news of Christ
yesterday, today, and forevermore. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in life eternal. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series — Relational God

Our current series takes inspiration from the story of the Transfiguration. Each week we look at
a different relational aspect of God and move through the first chapter of John. We look at
Abraham, Moses, and Elijah and finish with the story of the Transfiguration of Christ.
January 22nd — God of Creation — Genesis 1:1-2:3; John 1:1-5
January 29th — God of Declaration — Genesis 17:1-8, 15-22; John 1:10-13
February 5th — God of Revelation — Exodus 33:12-23, 34:4-9, 27-29; John 1:14, 16-18
February 12th — God of Transition — 2 Kings 2:1-14; John 1:6-9, 19-21
— God of Transformation — Matthew 17:1-9; John 1:29-34

Prayer List
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