The Trinity: Christ the Son

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael —June 22 2025

Trinity Sunday

Readings: Acts 20:18-28; Galatians 4:1-7; Matthew 11:25-30 NRSVUE
Reflection: Psalm 122

Call to Worship: We remember the salvation of our God and the call that we love each other
like family. Let us remember to be kind and generous, being content with what we have,
knowing that Christ never abandons us. The Lord is my helper, and | won’t be afraid. What can
people do to me? Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever! Thanks be to God for
this wonderful gift! Praise the Lord! (Psalm 148)

Prayer: Everlasting God, you have revealed yourself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and ever
live and reign in the perfect unity of love. Grant that we may always hold firmly and joyfully to
this faith. You have given us grace to acknowledge the mystery of the Trinity and to know your
unity. Keep us steadfast in this faith and guide us in worship this day. May we sing your praises
and glorify your name in all that we are and all that we do. Help us to work together in your
name and to love one another in your presence. May we remember your grace and your mercy
all the days of our lives. And may you bring us at last to see in your eternal glory, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 122

'] was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 2 Qur feet are
standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 3 Jerusalem—>built as a city that is bound firmly
together. 4 To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as was decreed for Israel, to give
thanks to the name of the Lord. °For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones
of the house of David. € Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.

7 Peace be within your walls and security within your towers.” & For the sake of my relatives
and friends | will say, “Peace be within you.” ® For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, |
will seek your good. (Psalm 122 NRSVUE*)

We read the words of Psalm 68, and we hear of our Heavenly Father’s love. That God is there
for the least and the last. That we have a righteous protector in the Lord. That God always
provides for those in need and shows mercy to his children. How do you relate to God as a
parent? Do you bring him all your problems so that he can help you? Do you turn to him in
prayer in your time of need? How can you lift others up in prayer? How can we celebrate the
love of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit every day?

Prayer: O God, we come together that we may seek your presence in this place. We come to
you in prayer, for we know that you are always listening. We beseech you to hear the troubles
that weigh deeply on our hearts. That you listen to the struggles we face alone and that we face
together. That we lift up our personal triumphs to give thanks, and we celebrate the joys we
have together. We bring all things before you Lord, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. May you bless us in both our laughter and our tears. Guide is in our



mourning and our celebrations. And through it all, help us by your love and your grace. May
you be with us all each and every day, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible.
Ouir first reading is from Acts chapter 20, verse 18 through 28.

8 When they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know how | lived among you
the entire time from the first day that | set foot in Asia, ° serving the Lord with all humility
and with tears, enduring the trials that came to me through the plots of the Jews. ?°| did not
shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you and teaching you
publicly and from house to house, ?' as | testified to both Jews and Greeks about
repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus. 2 And now, as a captive to the
Spirit, | am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, %% except
that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and persecutions are
waiting for me. 24 But | do not count my life of any value to myself, if only | may finish my
course and the ministry that | received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good news of
God'’s grace. ?* “And now | know that none of you, among whom | have gone about
proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face again. 26 Therefore | declare to you this day
that | am not responsible for the blood of any of you, 7 for | did not shrink from declaring to
you the whole purpose of God. 26 Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God that he
obtained with the blood of his own Son. (Acts 20:18-28 NRSVUE™)

Our next reading is from Galatians chapter 4, verse 1 through 7.

"My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than those who are
enslaved, though they are the owners of all the property, 2 but they remain under guardians
and trustees until the date set by the father. 3 So with us; while we were minors, we were
enslaved to the elemental principles of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come,
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, ®in order to redeem those who
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. ¢ And because you are
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you
are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir through God.

(Galatians 4:1-7 NRSVUE*)

Our final reading is from Matthew chapter 11, verse 25 through 30.

25 At that time Jesus said, “l thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to

infants; ?¢ yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 2" All things have been handed over to
me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 2 “Come to me,
all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. ?° Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find



rest for your souls. 3° For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
(Matthew 11:25-30 NRSVUE*)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

The third message in our series on the Trinity is about Christ the Son. One of the things
that is exceedingly difficult with trying to talk about the Trinity is the fact that each person of the
Trinity has multiple things we could discuss. Sometimes it feels like we just barely scratch the
surface of each person in the Trinity. That can make it hard for us to think of each aspect of
God and to interact with the different parts of the Trinity. | wanted to think about Christ the Son
in relationship to how we talked about our Heavenly Father last week. What | mean by that is
that if we think of Christ as God's Son, and we think of ourselves as children of our Heavenly
Father, one of the framings that we have would be Jesus as friend and sibling. And | know that
might sound odd at first, but | think it's an important part of how we can relate to God in a way
that makes God more accessible. Because | think we often have a tendency to push God away
as other, that we push God into a realm of unknown and unknowable, into an otherness that is
set so far apart and so far above that it's hard to relate to God. | wanted to think about Christ as
a friend because | think it highlights how we can relate to Christ's life, death, and resurrection.
It helps with how we understand all of those things in relationship to him as a friend.

Our readings help with that. | included Acts because Acts gives us a picture of
dedication to Christ and his message as part of the Trinity. We hear about Paul speaking of
how the Holy Spirit testifies to him. That he does everything for God the Father. That all this
was done by the blood of the Son of God. Paul demonstrates each aspect of the Trinity in how
he describes his own mission. Paul relates to God in all he does, but his mission is always the
message from the Son. It is his teachings he repeats. It is what he bases his ministry on. In
Galatians, we hear just an overview of Jesus from Paul. That God “sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as children.” We hear that we are no longer simply servants, we are
God's children. And if a child, then an heir, one might say siblings of Christ, with Jesus as our
friend. And in Matthew, we hear about how the only way to know the Father is to know the Son,
because the Son will reveal to the Father to whomever the Son chooses. We hear this plea as a
friend, that when we take the yoke of Christ, we know that he is gentle and humble in heart. His
yoke is easy and his burden is light. He is a friend we can confide in, and a friend who will help
us.

With this overview we can start to talk about how we interact with Christ the Son. When |
talk about Christ as a friend and sibling, it is because that is how we can relate to him better.
Now, | know that there will be some that would object and say he is the King of Kings. His name
is far above all others. How can we treat him simply as a friend? And | would say it's because
he wants us to think of him as a friend. At various times in scripture, Jesus says that he is our
friend. In John, Jesus says that we are his friends if we do what is commanded. And Jesus
speaks about the type of bond that we have together. If we are going to consider ourselves
children of God, heirs of salvation, then | think it is important for us to be able to relate to Christ
the Son as a sibling and friend. | say this because | think sometimes, we do get that idea that if
Christ is king and his name is far above all others, then we could never have that kind of
relationship. | don't think that's true. And | don't think it's true because | think you can have that
kind of relationship with a king. Because he is humble, because he is caring, because he is
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gentle. Because when Jesus talks about being a leader, it is servant leadership. He doesn't say
that it's those who lord over everyone that are the most important. It is those who serve that the
most important role that we could have. But more importantly, | think that as children of our
Heavenly Father, as those guided by the Holy Spirit, Christ the Son is a friend because it
makes it easier for us to bring our burdens to him. Because he gives us rest. Because he
cares. And as | thought about this, the more it made sense to me because | know there are
things that | would bring to my parents and there are things that | would bring to my siblings.
And growing up, this was always true. There were things that | would bring to my parents
because | knew they were the only ones that might know what was going on and know how to
help. But there were also times that | felt like | needed somebody who understood on my level,
not as a parent to a child, but one sibling to another. That sometimes | needed somebody who
shared my experiences to help me to work through things. That maybe | was too embarrassed
to bring it to my parents. Maybe | thought they just wouldn’t understand. Because even if they
did, | would still struggle to tell them. That is just how it is. But | didn’t struggle with my siblings
because we were in many ways equals. We were more casual. We shared an experience
together that gave us a unique bond.

| often think about that with Christ the Son when we think about the Trinity. The Holy
Spirit often feels like an outside kind of presence. It's very hard sometimes to think about the
Holy Spirit as a person | would sit and confide in. Thinking of God the Father, it's almost the
same as trying to confide in my parents with things I'm not sure about. | simply don't have that
ease because | get nervous. And then | remember Jesus. When | think about Jesus, | think
about a person. | have an image of the Holy Spirit and an image of God the Father. Both of
which are not the same as the image | have of Christ the Son. With him, | think about a person
who lived the same type of life | live. Somone who has the same type of feelings | have, who
has friends, people he cares about, struggles, hardships, pain, and joy. | think about all those
things because the story that we have of Jesus in the Gospels is the story of a person. He is
fully human and fully divine. Can | relate to him being fully divine? Not really. But that fully
human part makes him relatable to me, because he is then a person with a name, with a face.
Not something that descends in the form of a dove or alights on my head like a flame. Not
something that appears as a burning bush to give me instruction, but a person. And that makes
a big difference for me. Because when | think about Christ the Son, | think about the way that
he lived and all that he experienced as a person. It makes it easier for me to confide in him.
Even if | know it's all one God, that's the part that makes it easier for me to open up. The part
that allows me to be more honest with myself and with God. The part that allows me to really
make the most of the relationship | have with God.

And | think that kind of relationship is important. | think that highlights part of what we
understand in Christ the Son. That as the Son he was born just like us. He lived a life just like
us and died a death just like ours. That he rises so that we rise. That he gives his life as a friend
for a friend, so that we would understand God's love better. That we would relate to that love
better. So | think about that when | think about the Trinity. Because | think about the Holy Spirit
as a guiding force there to help lead us along. | think about our Heavenly Father watching over
us with compassion and care, giving us every opportunity to succeed. And | think about Christ
the Son, our friend, there to help us with whatever problems we may face, because he is our
friend. And it helps me to relate to God, because though they are all of the same God, each
part gives me a way | can relate to God easier. It makes my worship and my devotion that



much stronger, because it allows my faith to grow in different ways. So, | encourage all of you
to think about the way that we connect to God. The way we connect helps us to serve God that
much better. And when we serve God better, we serve each other better. When we connect
with God, out love becomes that much deeper. And when we love God more, we grow in how
much we can love one another. And through it all, we may love with the Holy Spirit as our
guide. We may love as our Heavenly Father loves us. And we have the love of our friend and
Savior, Christ the Son always by our side. That we may always learn and grow in him. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series — The Trinity

This series is a 3-week series and in it we will be looking the Trinity. Each week will take a look
at a different aspect of the Trinity. We will sing of the Holy Spirit, look upon the works of our
Heavenly Father, and examine the example of Christ the Son. The Trinity reveals to us the
character of God who is one but is revealed in three persons.
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