Stories of Faith: To Believe

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael —July 6 2025

4th Sunday after Pentecost

Readings: Proverbs 3:1-8; 2 Corinthians 4:13-18; John 1:43-51 CEB

Reflection: Psalm 18

Call to Worship: My heart tells me to cry out because my Lord will hear my voice and will
answer my prayers. Lord, teach me your ways and lead me in the path of what is good as you
keep me from harm. | have sure faith that | will experience the Lord’s goodness in the land of
the living! Hope in the Lord! Be strong! Let your heart take courage! Hope in the Lord!

(Psalm 27)

Prayer: We trust, O Lord, that you are with us. By faith we believe that you are present in our
lives. We know that you have not abandoned us to our own thoughts and ways, but that you
guide us in the path you have set for your people. You have revealed to us by faith all that we
need to have eternal life. You have given us the strength we need to trust in what we cannot
see and to believe in that which we know in our hearts. We pray you will continue to guide us
and lead us in worship this day. May we sing your praises and glorify your name. Help us to
share the stories of faith that we have heard and to be bold in sharing our own faith story. Help
us to continue to work together in your name and to love one another in your presence. And
may we always remember the salvation we find with Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 18

25 You deal faithfully with the faithful;, you show integrity toward the one who has integrity.

26 You are pure toward the pure, but toward the crooked, you are tricky. ?” You are the one
who saves people who suffer and brings down those with proud eyes. 2 You are the one who
lights my lamp— the Lord my God illumines my darkness. ?° With you | can charge into battle;
with my God | can leap over a wall. 3° God! His way is perfect; the Lord’s word is tried and
true. He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. (Psalm 18:25-30 CEB*)

We read the words of Psalm 18, and we hear of God’s justice. That we can trust in God’s
faithfulness and integrity. That we are called to follow in his ways and to let God’s light illumine
our darkness. That we should believe in all that God has done and all that God will do. That we
can trust that God has good in store for us and is our refuge in times of trouble. Who will you lift
up in prayer this week? Who can you share your faith story with? What are some ways that you
can share the peace of Christ with the people around you in the week to come?

Prayer: O God, we come together that we may seek your presence in this place. We come to
you in prayer, for we know that you are always listening. We beseech you to hear the troubles
that weigh deeply on our hearts. That you listen to the struggles we face alone and that we face
together. That we lift up our personal triumphs to give thanks, and we celebrate the joys we
have together. We bring all things before you Lord, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. We remember by faith that you are always there for us. May you
bless us in both our laughter and our tears. Guide is in our mourning and our celebrations. And
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through it all, help us by your love and your grace. May you lead us by faith as we follow in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading
is from Proverbs chapter 3, verse 1 through 8.

3 My son, don’t forget my instruction. Let your heart guard my commands, 2 because they
will help you live a long time and provide you with well-being. 2 Don’t let loyalty and
faithfulness leave you. Bind them on your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart.
4Then you will find favor and approval in the eyes of God and humanity. ® Trust in

the Lord with all your heart; don’t rely on your own intelligence. ¢ Know him in all your paths,
and he will keep your ways straight. ”Don’t consider yourself wise. Fear the Lord and turn
away from evil. 8 Then your body will be healthy and your bones strengthened.

(Proverbs 3:1-8 CEB+)

Our next reading is from 2 Corinthians chapter 4, verse 13 through 18.

3 We have the same faithful spirit as what is written in scripture: | had faith, and so |
spoke. We also have faith, and so we also speak. " We do this because we know that the
one who raised the Lord Jesus will also raise us with Jesus, and he will bring us into his
presence along with you. " All these things are for your benefit. As grace increases to
benefit more and more people, it will cause gratitude to increase, which results in God’s
glory. 'So we aren’t depressed. But even if our bodies are breaking down on the outside,
the person that we are on the inside is being renewed every day. '” Our temporary minor
problems are producing an eternal stockpile of glory for us that is beyond all

comparison. "® We don’t focus on the things that can be seen but on the things that can’t be
seen. The things that can be seen don'’t last, but the things that can’t be seen are eternal.
(2 Corinthians 4:13-18 CEB+)

Ouir final reading is from John chapter 1, verse 43 through 51.

43 The next day Jesus wanted to go into Galilee, and he found Philip. Jesus said to

him, “Follow me.” * Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. “° Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law
and the Prophets: Jesus, Joseph’s son, from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael responded, “Can
anything from Nazareth be good?” Philip said, “Come and see.” 4’ Jesus saw Nathanael
coming toward him and said about him, “Here is a genuine Israelite in whom there is no
deceit.” “ Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered, “Before Philip
called you, | saw you under the fig tree.” “° Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are God’s Son.
You are the king of Israel.” *° Jesus answered, “Do you believe because | told you that | saw
you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these! ' assure you that you will
see heaven open and God'’s angels going up to heaven and down to earth on the Human
One.” (John 1:43-51 CEB+)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



This week we have a new series that we'll have for the month of July, and it is about
faith. We'll be exploring different stories of faith throughout the series. For this, every week we'll
have a different story from a different gospel as we explore different ideas about faith. This first
message is “To Believe.” In it we look at one of my favorite stories from John's gospel. One of
the reasons it's one of my favorites is because of the humor that is found in it. But we also get
an idea of how we believe, and the ways that our beliefs impact our lives. The readings that we
have this week help us to think about how we come to believe and how we live out that belief.

It starts with our reading from John. Here, we have Nathanael. And | love what happens
here because it is such a human interaction. Jesus calls Philip to follow him. And Philip finds
Nathanael and says that they have found the one that Moses wrote about. That it is his coming
that's been predicted, and Nathanael should come see him. But he's from Nazareth. And | love
Nathanael's response, because it's quite simply, “can anything from Nazareth be good?” It's
such a human response, because Nathanael doesn't think anything good would ever come
from Nazareth. That it is a little backwater, and he thinks nothing positive is going to come out
of there. | love the response because it is such a normal response. Now, the reply we get from
Jesus is interesting, because he acknowledges that this is a very honest reaction. The issue
with Jesus responded is that Jesus wasn't there. When Jesus sees Nathanael coming, he says
“here is a genuine Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” This catches Nathanael by surprise,
because he wants to know how Jesus knows him. And Jesus answers that even though he was
not there, that he saw him before Philip called him. Jesus saw him under the fig tree. And this
astonishes Nathanael. He changes his view completely, and he comes to believe. Jesus
highlights that Nathanael believes because he's been told something special. But if that
astonished him, he should be prepared for so much more, because that's just one little thing. |
found it interesting because it highlights an interesting way that someone came to believe. But
scripture talks about both belief in what is seen and belief in what is unseen. So, it's interesting
that we get this particular idea of how we come to believe.

Our other readings play off of this same idea of faith. Our reading from Proverbs talks
about the way that we use our wisdom so that we can trust. That we remember that we should
be loyal, and that we should have faith, and that they will help us in the long run, because they
help us to be wise. Because if we only rely on our own knowledge and our own intelligence, we
can fall short. Mostly because we're not always the best judges of things. Much like Nathanael
thinking nothing good can come from Nazareth, he trusted his own knowledge. But it also
speaks to the fact that we will encounter things that go beyond what we currently understand.
It is important that we remain humble and acknowledge this, letting ourselves rely upon God
which strengthens our faith. | think it's important that we keep that in mind, because it is very
easy for us to get caught up in our own ideas. Had Nathanael been so caught up in his own
ideas, he would have convinced himself that he didn’t need to go meet Jesus because nothing
good ever came from Nazareth. But he took a chance to go and see and discovered that he
was wrong in his assumption.

It's also something that we hear about in 2 Corinthians. This begins to touch on how we
come to believe, and how we use that belief. Part of it is the ability to trust in the things that we
don't see. That we trust by faith. One of the things | think about with this is how we can trust in
feelings, even though they are hard to define and even harder to demonstrate. In that way we
can trust in things we cannot see. | can trust in love, even though love is hard to describe and
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visualize. Faith comes to us the same way. When | think about the Holy Spirit moving in my life,
it is something | know without seeing. | am convinced of God’s love even though | cannot see it.
| am convinced of Christ’s compassion, even though it is something | feel without seeing. | trust
because even if | cannot see, | know it. This is part of what Jesus points to with Nathanael. That
he believes because of what was made known to him. But we know that we can believe without
seeing. 2 Corinthians also addresses that we act on that faith. That when we have faith, we
speak to that faith. That we find renewal in God’s presence, something we feel without seeing.
That we are restored in God’s grace. We know what God has done for us. Even if we can't
always properly describe it, we can show that we have faith.

For me that's a big part of the way that our faith is shared. Because each of us has our
own faith story and each of us has our own experience with God. Each of us has our own
reason to believe. Because they are different, we will not always have the same beliefs about
everything. But what we do have is the ability to grow in love and in wisdom and in
discernment, because we can trust that the Holy Spirit will guide us and lead us so that we may
understand each other better. | say this because | think it is important for us to not only be able
to share our own stories of faith, of how we have come to believe, but it is also important that
we be able to hear others so that we can understand the faith that others have. This gives us a
clearer and fuller picture of God. Because one thing | have learned over the years is that the
picture that we have of God will always grow when we can understand the experiences of
others as part of that. That we will always have those things that help us to be able to grow and
to learn through each other because we learn more about Christ when we see how we all live
in Christ together. | bring this up because part of this series is looking at the way that people in
the Bible have experienced faith and the way that faith works in our lives. But part of that is also
to demonstrate that everyone has their own story. Here we have Nathanael's story about how
he came to believe because Jesus knew what he had said under the fig tree. That Nathaneal
was brutally honest, so Christ was just as forward with him. But that is the beginning of his
story. And his story would just continue to grow. As time goes on his story becomes bigger and
bigger with more and more that he has come to believe and why he has come to believe it.

That is true of our own faith journey and our own faith story. Some stories are shorter,
and some stories are longer. If you have been in the church for a long time and have had many
things happen, your faith story may be page upon page upon page. And for those who have
just entered the faith, it may just be one experience that has convinced them. Just as
Nathaneal’s faith story started with just this one interaction with Jesus, but it was enough. The
important part of all of that is how we respond. And | think part of that is that we share our
story. Because the other thing about sharing how we have come to believe is that others may
have similar experiences and not know what to do with them. Others may be able to relate to
our own faith story and come to believe themselves. Because they may have never heard it put
into the words that we can speak because of the Holy Spirit moving in our lives. That we can
use wisdom and discernment and understanding and be able to share our stories to strengthen
each other in love. Part of what | hope to achieve with this series is that we all discuss more of
our own faith journey, why we believe, how we put that belief into action, the ways that we
speak of our faith in a positive way to help others to understand why we follow Jesus Christ.
That we may do all of these things so that we can share the love of Christ in our lives. That we
may share that journey with others. I think it's important so that we really can grow together
and work together to do all that we can for the kingdom of God. | hope that you are inspired to



share how you have come to believe. To share how your faith has impacted your life. That we
may all join together to share the story of why we have come to believe in Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series — Stories of Faith

This series is a 4-week series for the month of July and in it we will be looking at different
stories of faith. Each week we will cover one of the four gospels with a story about faith. We will
hear about belief, trust, the strength of faith, and how we overcome a lack of faith. These
lessons will help prepare us for how we live out our own faith journey in Christ. The gospels
can teach us a lot about what it means to live a life of faith.

7/6: To Believe 7/13: Trusting

7/20: Power of Faith 7/27: Lack of Faith
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