Stories of Faith: Trusting

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael —July 13 2025

5th Sunday after Pentecost

Readings: Jeremiah 17:5-8; 1 Peter 1:3-9; Luke 7:1-10 CEB

Reflection: Psalm 71

Call to Worship: Answer me, Lord. Don’t hide your face from me or I'll be like those going
down to the pit! Tell me all about your faithful love come morning time, because | trust you.
Show me the way | should go, because | offer my life up to you. | seek your protection, Lord.
Teach me to do what pleases you, because you are my God. Guide me by your good spirit into
good land. (Psalm 143)

Prayer: We trust, O Lord, that you are with us. By faith we believe that you are present in our
lives. We know that you have not abandoned us to our own thoughts and ways, but that you
guide us in the path you have set for your people. You have revealed to us by faith all that we
need to have eternal life. You have given us the strength we need to trust in what we cannot
see and to believe in that which we know in our hearts. We pray you will continue to guide us
and lead us in worship this day. May we sing your praises and glorify your name. Help us to
share the stories of faith that we have heard and to be bold in sharing our own faith story. Help
us to continue to work together in your name and to love one another in your presence. And
may we always remember the salvation we find with Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 71

4“My God, rescue me from the power of the wicked; rescue me from the grip of the
wrongdoer and the oppressor ° because you are my hope, Lord. You, Lord, are the one I've
trusted since childhood. ¢ I've depended on you from birth— you cut the cord when | came
from my mother’s womb. My praise is always about you. 7 I've become an example to many
people because you are my strong refuge. 8 My mouth is filled with your praise, glorifying you
all day long. ®Don’t cast me off in old age. Don’t abandon me when my strength is used up!
(Psalm 71:4-9 CEB*)

We read the words of Psalm 71, and we hear of salvation with the Lord. That we are called to
trust in God and to depend on him. That we find deliverance with our Savior. How has God
been a shelter for you in times of difficulty? How do your praise him in your prayers? How do
you share that praise with others? Who will you lift up in prayer this week? Who can you share
your faith story with? What are some ways that you can share the peace of Christ with the
people around you in the week to come?

Prayer: O God, we come together that we may seek your presence in this place. We come to
you in prayer, for we know that you are always listening. We beseech you to hear the troubles
that weigh deeply on our hearts. That you listen to the struggles we face alone and that we face
together. That we lift up our personal triumphs to give thanks, and we celebrate the joys we
have together. We bring all things before you Lord, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. We remember by faith that you are always there for us. May you



bless us in both our laughter and our tears. Guide us in our mourning and our celebrations.
And through it all, help us by your love and your grace. May you lead us by faith as we follow in
the footsteps of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading
is from Jeremiah chapter 17, verse 5 through 8.

°The Lord proclaims: Cursed are those who trust in mere humans, who depend on human
strength and turn their hearts from the Lord. ¢ They will be like a desert shrub that doesn'’t
know when relief comes. They will live in the parched places of the wilderness, in a barren
land where no one survives. "Happy are those who trust in the Lord, who rely on the Lord.
8 They will be like trees planted by the streams, whose roots reach down to the water. They
won’t fear drought when it comes; their leaves will remain green. They won’t be stressed in
the time of drought or fail to bear fruit. (Jeremiah 17:5-8 CEB+)

Our next reading is from 1 Peter chapter 1, verse 3 through 9.

3 May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ be blessed! On account of his vast
mercy, he has given us new birth. You have been born anew into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 4 You have a pure and enduring inheritance that
cannot perish—an inheritance that is presently kept safe in heaven for you. ° Through his
faithfulness, you are guarded by God’s power so that you can receive the salvation he is
ready to reveal in the last time. ¢ You now rejoice in this hope, even if it’s necessary for you
to be distressed for a short time by various trials. 7 This is necessary so that your faith may
be found genuine. (Your faith is more valuable than gold, which will be destroyed even
though it is itself tested by fire.) Your genuine faith will result in praise, glory, and honor for
you when Jesus Christ is revealed. & Although you’ve never seen him, you love him. Even
though you don’t see him now, you trust him and so rejoice with a glorious joy that is too
much for words. ° You are receiving the goal of your faith: your salvation.

(1 Peter 1:3-9 CEB+)

Ouir final reading is from Luke chapter 7, verse 1 through 10.

TAfter Jesus finished presenting all his words among the people, he entered

Capernaum. 2A centurion had a servant who was very important to him, but the servant was
ill and about to die. * When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to
Jesus to ask him to come and heal his servant.  When they came to Jesus, they earnestly
pleaded with Jesus. “He deserves to have you do this for him,” they said. ® “He loves our
people and he built our synagogue for us.” ¢ Jesus went with them. He had almost reached
the house when the centurion sent friends to say to Jesus, “Lord, don’t be bothered. | don’t
deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 In fact, | didn’t even consider myself worthy to
come to you. Just say the word and my servant will be healed. 8I’'m also a man appointed
under authority, with soldiers under me. | say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another,
‘Come,’ and he comes. | say to my servant, ‘Do this,” and the servant does it.” °* When Jesus



heard these words, he was impressed with the centurion. He turned to the crowd following
him and said, “I tell you, even in Israel | haven’t found faith like this.” ' When the centurion’s
friends returned to his house, they found the servant restored to health.

(Luke 7:1-10 CEB+)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This week, as part of our “Stories of Faith” series, we look at Trusting. And this week it
brings us into Luke's gospel and the story of the centurion. The various readings we have are
all about the ways that we trust by faith. That trust is a very big part of how we believe in what
we are willing to do and how we do it. One of the things that we see in all of this is that when
we come together by faith and we trust it alleviates stress and worry from our lives. Because it
means that we are not depending on ourselves to do everything. That kind of trust goes a long
way in helping us to fully realize the ways that we can help each other in this life and the ways
that God can help us through any situation.

We open with our main reading from Luke's gospel this week. There is a centurion, a
well-loved centurion, a Roman, and he's got a servant that is ill on the brink of death. But this
centurion hears about Jesus and asks some of the Jewish elders to go to him. And it seems
that this centurion has made friends in the community. He may be an outsider, not part of
Israel, but he has helped the people. That they trust him because he has shown himself to be a
friend of the people. To be generous. He built their synagogue. So, when they go to Jesus, they
plead with him, saying that yes, this man is an outsider, but he's a good person. Jesus is moved
by their words, and so he goes with them. But this is where things get interesting. Because
Jesus gets close to the house and the centurion turns him away. But not in the way that you
might think. It's not that Jesus wasted his whole trip. It's not that he no longer requires the
healing that Jesus can provide. It's that the centurion doesn't feel worthy for Jesus to come
under his roof. And this is an amazing thing. The regard that this centurion, this Roman
outsider, has for Jesus is tremendous. It's not that he doesn't want the healing, it's that he
thinks Jesus can do it without even coming in. Because he believes in his authority. And that's
a big thing. Because the trust in that authority from this outsider is a sign of such strong faith.
Because he would understand that the authority Jesus has is from God. The centurion says
that he is a man who understands authority. He has been given authority himself. That he has
men appointed under him, soldiers that he can order to come or to go and they will do exactly
what he says. He sends a message to Jesus that he has the authority to heal his servant with
just a word. That Jesus doesn’t have to come under his roof because he feels unworthy to have
Jesus there. That is impressive. That is a bold faith. Jesus notes that he hasn't found faith like
this anywhere. Nowhere in Israel has he found somebody that has the faith that this centurion
has. This outsider had more faith than anyone he had met thus far, which includes his own
disciples. And when the centurion's friends return to the house, they find the servant is in fact
restored to health. That the centurion's trust was not misplaced. That Jesus, in fact, did have
the authority. That is such a big, big thing. Because it means that his faith was so incredibly
strong that he believed when others did not.

We hear the importance of that kind of trust in our other readings. The centurion models
the kind of faith that we all should have. Because he trusts without seeing. He did not know
Jesus but was convinced of his power. He puts his trust in the Lord, and his trust is not
misplaced. He is the type of person being described in Jeremiah. The type of person that can
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trust in the Lord. Because we should not trust solely in people. Human strength can only get us
so far. Human ideas can only get us so far. Because human knowledge is limited. That when
we have no trust in God, it is like we are a dried-up plant in the desert thinking that we can
make rain. We get so caught up in our own abilities that we then panic when difficulty comes.
Because we have no strong foundation and things fall apart. But when we can trust in the Lord
and have that kind of strong faith, we are like trees whose roots reach down to the water. That
when the difficulty comes, there is a plan because there is such a strong foundation of faith.
That when things get hard, we can trust in the Lord and not worry. No need for panic. No need
to get all worked up thinking that this is the end. Because we always know that with God there
is something more. Because of that trust, we can be happy. We can be free from the anxiety
and the worry that comes with not knowing. Because we can trust that even if we don't know,
God does. We can let that be enough.

We hear more from 1 Peter about trusting without seeing and facing trials. That we may
endure difficulties and hardships and that our faith may be tested. But if we persevere, we will
always see it through because God is with us. That if we can trust in the Lord, our faith will be
found to be genuine and will endure. If we trust without seeing, we'll be alright. We have not
seen Jesus, but we know that he is there to help us. Although we have not seen him, we love
him. And even if we don't see him right now, we trust Him knowing that he is there to help us
do all that we can and be all that we can. That we trust him by faith because we know what he
can do. It relieves our stress and our worry and our anxiety. Because even though we are
going through difficulties and hardships, we never face them alone. We can trust that God will
see us through. It may not always be the way that we want or the way that we expect. But we
can trust always that Christ will be with us every step of the journey and that he will see us to
the other side. That we will receive the goal of our faith, our salvation. Not brought by our own
hands. Not done by our own thinking. Not granted to others by our own ideas. But a gift from
God that we may trust in.

There's a lot to be said for trust. And trust can be difficult. Especially if that trust has
been broken. It's one of the hardest things about human relationships is that once that trust is
broken, it is very hard to mend. Because it is a very difficult thing to build up. Because you can
build trust, but the moment that you break it, you start back at the beginning. But when we look
at the faithfulness of Christ, he is always building up the trust that we can have in him. Because
he is always there to help us to do the right thing. Always there to see us through any difficulty
we may face. Always there to comfort us, to guide us, to lead us. Always there in love to show
us the way to go. Never leaving us to figure things out on our own, but always there to help us.
Always just a prayer away, helping us to do all that we can in this life. But part of that trust
means understanding that he will be helping others. Part of our faith response is that we should
also want to help others. Because with Christ all things are possible. We should not limit
ourselves based on our own doubts, but we should trust that Christ will help us by faith. That if
we think something is too great for us, then we need to trust in the Lord and find a way
forward. If we think something is going to be too difficult, we should trust in the Lord and try
anyway. Because the worst that will happen is we fail. But the thing is, | trust that Christ will
dust me off and pick me back up again. | trust that God will help me even if | fall down. That if |
get knocked down, | get back up again. Because you cannot keep me down when Christ is
lifting me up. Because | do trust. | trust in him because | know what he has done for me
already.



A big part of my faith story is that | have put my trust in God, and | trust that God will
help us all to do what we can. Especially when we think it is far beyond what we are able.
Because God is always there strengthening us by faith. Part of our own faith story is the way
that we have been able to trust in Christ. The way that we trust in his message. The way that
we trust in his hope. The way that we trust in salvation. Because we trust God. Not just that we
trust that there is a reward for us waiting at a future point. But trusting that Christ is always with
us and always will be with us. That we can trust that we will always have the support we need
to be able to do the right thing. That we should never worry because we know that God will
help us to help each other. So, | encourage you all as we share our stories of faith together and
we share how trust has helped us to grow by faith. That we speak to how that trust has been
rewarded so that we may all learn to trust more deeply. So that we may do more by faith. And
that as we do more by faith we grow, and we learn, and we try even harder. That we let God's
kingdom be seen on this earth and the glory of our Savior revealed. Because we trust in his
love and we trust in his grace, this day forth and forevermore. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series — Stories of Faith

This series is a 4-week series for the month of July and in it we will be looking at different
stories of faith. Each week we will cover one of the four gospels with a story about faith. We will
hear about belief, trust, the strength of faith, and how we overcome a lack of faith. These
lessons will help prepare us for how we live out our own faith journey in Christ. The gospels
can teach us a lot about what it means to live a life of faith.

7/6: To Believe 7/13: Trusting

7/20: Power of Faith 7/27: Lack of Faith
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