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Stories of Faith: Power of Faith 

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael –July 20 2025 

6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings: Psalm 40:5-10; Hebrews 12:1-2; Matthew 9:1-7, 18-31 CEB 

Reflection: Psalm 85 

 

Call to Worship: Let me hear what the Lord God says, because he speaks peace to his people 

and to his faithful ones. Faithful love and truth have met; righteousness and peace have kissed. 

Truth springs from the ground, righteousness gazes down from heaven, and the Lord gives 

what is good. Righteousness walks before God, making a road for the faithful steps of the Lord 

our God. (Psalm 85) 

Prayer: We trust, O Lord, that you are with us. By faith we believe that you are present in our 

lives. We know that you have not abandoned us to our own thoughts and ways, but that you 

guide us in the path you have set for your people. You have revealed to us by faith all that we 

need to have eternal life. You have given us the strength we need to trust in what we cannot 

see and to believe in that which we know in our hearts. We pray you will continue to guide us 

and lead us in worship this day. May we sing your praises and glorify your name. Help us to 

share the stories of faith that we have heard and to be bold in sharing our own faith story. Help 

us to continue to work together in your name and to love one another in your presence. And 

may we always remember the salvation we find with Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

Reflection: Psalm 85 

8 Let me hear what the Lord God says, because he speaks peace to his people and to his 

faithful ones. Don’t let them return to foolish ways. 9 God’s salvation is very close to those who 

honor him so that his glory can live in our land. 10 Faithful love and truth have met; 

righteousness and peace have kissed. 11 Truth springs up from the ground; righteousness 

gazes down from heaven. 12 Yes, the Lord gives what is good, and our land yields its produce. 
13 Righteousness walks before God, making a road for his steps. (Psalm 85:8-13 CEB*) 

We read the words of Psalm 85, and we hear of God’s faithfulness. That salvation is there for 

God’s people. That we have faithful love and truth with the Lord. We hear of how we can 

expect good things from our God. That our faithfulness will bring us peace and joy. How has 

your faith brought peace into your life? How have you experienced joy because of our Savior? 

Who can you lift up in prayer this week? Who can you share your faith story with? What are 

some ways that you can faithfulness with the people around you in the week to come? 

Prayer: O God, we come together that we may seek your presence in this place. We come to 

you in prayer, for we know that you are always listening. We beseech you to hear the troubles 

that weigh deeply on our hearts. That you listen to the struggles we face alone and that we face 

together. That we lift up our personal triumphs to give thanks, and we celebrate the joys we 

have together. We bring all things before you Lord, knowing that you are always more ready to 

hear than we are to speak. We remember by faith that you are always there for us. May you 

bless us in both our laughter and our tears. Guide us in our mourning and our celebrations. 
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And through it all, help us by your love and your grace. May you lead us by faith as we follow in 

the footsteps of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, 

O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 

Sermon:  

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading 

is from Psalm 40, verse 5 through 10. 

5 You, Lord my God! You’ve done so many things— your wonderful deeds and your plans 

for us— no one can compare with you! If I were to proclaim and talk about all of them, they 

would be too numerous to count! 6 You don’t relish sacrifices or offerings; you don’t require 

entirely burned offerings or compensation offerings— but you have given me ears! 7 So I 

said, “Here I come! I’m inscribed in the written scroll. 8 I want to do your will, my God. Your 

Instruction is deep within me.” 9 I’ve told the good news of your righteousness in the great 

assembly. I didn’t hold anything back— as you well know, Lord! 10 I didn’t keep your 

righteousness only to myself. I declared your faithfulness and your salvation. I didn’t hide 

your loyal love and trustworthiness from the great assembly. (Psalm 40:5-10 CEB+) 

Our next reading is from Hebrews chapter 12, verse 1 through 2. 

 1 So then, with endurance, let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we 

have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let’s throw off any extra baggage, get 

rid of the sin that trips us up, 2 and fix our eyes on Jesus, faith’s pioneer and perfecter. He 

endured the cross, ignoring the shame, for the sake of the joy that was laid out in front of 

him, and sat down at the right side of God’s throne. (Hebrews 12:1-2 CEB+) 

Our final reading is from Matthew chapter 9, verse 1 through 7 and 18 through 31. 

 1 Boarding a boat, Jesus crossed to the other side of the lake and went to his own 

city. 2 People brought to him a man who was paralyzed, lying on a cot. When Jesus saw 

their faith, he said to the man who was paralyzed, “Be encouraged, my child, your sins are 

forgiven.” 3 Some legal experts said among themselves, “This man is insulting God.” 4 But 

Jesus knew what they were thinking and said, “Why do you fill your minds with evil 

things? 5 Which is easier—to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But 

so you will know that the Human One has authority on the earth to forgive sins”—he said to 

the man who was paralyzed—“Get up, take your cot, and go home.” 7 The man got up and 

went home. 18 While Jesus was speaking to them, a ruler came and knelt in front of him, 

saying, “My daughter has just died. But come and place your hand on her, and she’ll 

live.” 19 So Jesus and his disciples got up and went with him. 20 Then a woman who had 

been bleeding for twelve years came up behind Jesus and touched the hem of his 

clothes. 21 She thought, If I only touch his robe I’ll be healed. 22 When Jesus turned and saw 

her, he said, “Be encouraged, daughter. Your faith has healed you.” And the woman was 

healed from that time on. 23 When Jesus went into the ruler’s house, he saw the flute players 

and the distressed crowd. 24 He said, “Go away, because the little girl isn’t dead but is 

asleep”; but they laughed at him. 25 After he had sent the crowd away, Jesus went in and 

touched her hand, and the little girl rose up. 26 News about this spread throughout that 
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whole region. 27 As Jesus departed, two blind men followed him, crying out, “Show us 

mercy, Son of David.” 28 When he came into the house, the blind men approached him. 

Jesus said to them, “Do you believe I can do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied. 29 Then Jesus 

touched their eyes and said, “It will happen for you just as you have believed.” 30 Their eyes 

were opened. Then Jesus sternly warned them, “Make sure nobody knows about 

this.” 31 But they went out and spread the word about him throughout that whole region.  

(Matthew 9:1-7,18-31 CEB+) 

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

This week in our “Stories of Faith” series, we come to the power of faith. This brings us 

into Matthew's gospel, as we have read from a different gospel each week. The power of faith 

that we see is highlighted in the way that people's faith brings them healing and hope. We see 

it in the way that that faith is recognized. We can miss how important faith is in this account 

because we can get too focused on the healing itself. I wanted to focus on faith because it 

helps to give us an idea of the power of faith, both in how we have faith and how we share that 

faith. Because sharing the experiences we have had in the way that we have experienced 

Christ is one of the best ways that we have of demonstrating and sharing the faith that we have 

with others.  

In Matthew's gospel, we have a series of events, and they all have to do with healing. 

The first one is that some people bring to Jesus a paralyzed man on a cot. What Jesus sees 

there is the faith of that person's friends. They have faith that this person can be healed, so 

they bring him all the way to Jesus. When he sees their faith, he proclaims the forgiveness of 

sin. Now this makes some people upset. To show that Jesus has the authority to forgive sins, 

he looks at the paralyzed man and says, “Get up, take your cot, and go home.” The paralyzed 

man gets up and goes. And it all started because of the faith of that man's friends. That their 

faith caused them to seek out Jesus. Their faith brought him to Christ. We see this again, that a 

ruler comes and asks Jesus to come heal his daughter. In faith, he turns to Jesus. So, Jesus 

goes with him. But on the way there, we get another surprise account of faith. A woman in the 

crowd is seeking healing. She thinks to herself, all I have to do is touch his robe and that will be 

enough to heal me. So, she does reach out and touch him, and Jesus sees her. He's not upset, 

though. He looks at her and he tells her, “Your faith has healed you.” And the woman was 

healed. Jesus recognizes her faith as the catalyst. He then continues on, and he heals the girl 

that was dead and now she lives again. But if that wasn't enough, on his way out, two blind men 

seek him by faith, and they ask for mercy. Jesus asks them point blank, “Do you believe I can 

do this?” Their answer is, “yes, Lord.” His question is not about if they deserve it. His question 

is about nothing but their own faith. Do they believe? They proclaim that they do believe. Jesus 

touches their eyes and tells them, “It will happen for you just as you have believed.” And their 

eyes were opened. They're told not to say anything, but they cannot help it. They share the 

reward of their faith, that their faith was true and their faith was rightly placed. And every step 

of the way, Jesus is affirming with people that their faith is the catalyst, that their faith is what 

brought them here. Their faith is what is bringing their healing. Their faith has the power to do 

these things. I mention this because so often we get so caught up on the healing, we miss that 

Jesus himself is telling these people, it is your faith doing this. Your faith is what has brought 

about your healing.  
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That is the kind of faith that we need to have in our daily lives. Not just a belief in 

something nebulous. It is one thing for me to say, “I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 

But if all I ever do is sit around contemplating that, I can’t really call that faith. It's a thought. It's 

not the type of faith we hear about in Hebrews. In Hebrews, we have a race that we are 

running, and in that race and we fix our eyes on Jesus. Because we follow him in the faith that 

he showed us, and that he perfected. That he has shown us how to live. Not just to think, but to 

live. Not just to think Jesus Christ is our Savior, but to live that truth. To know that he can heal. 

That he can make us better. That he can forgive. And that we know it by faith, and we share it 

by faith. Because part of that race is that we go and we live our faith. That we get rid of all the 

things that hold us back and weigh us down. That we let go of the anxieties and the fears and 

the worries, and we trust by faith that Jesus Christ will be with us and will see us to where we 

need to be. 

It's like we hear in Psalm 40. That nothing compares to God. Too numerous to count are 

the things he has done. That it isn't sacrifices and burnt offerings that God is after, but he has 

given us ears to hear, and he has given us mouths to speak. That it is up to us to say, “Here I 

come.” That we declare that we are here by faith and we are going to live by faith. We proclaim 

we are going to walk by faith. We proclaim we are going to share that faith. That nothing will 

hold us back. Because I know that I am going to proclaim God’s righteousness and goodness. I 

am going to speak of the faithfulness that God has shown me. I am going to speak of the faith I 

have in him. That I will speak of the salvation I have found by faith. Because I know God has not 

hidden his love for me, so I will not hide it from others. Because that is part of how I share my 

faith. It is that I live my life believing that faith in Christ means something more than just an 

idea.  

Because the power of faith is that it gives us more. We have more love. We have more 

hope. We have more cause to rejoice. And we have more that we can do by faith. Faith will 

power us along in that race so that we can endure to the very last mile and cross that finish 

line. That we are not out here earning salvation. We are out here proclaiming it because we 

have seen it. We are not out here offering heaven up to people as if it is ours to give. We are 

offering them our love and our support by faith because that is the power of faith in our lives. 

That we can reach out and we can be better. And we can be better together by faith. I take it to 

heart when Jesus makes all of those statements about faith. Because I think about how all of 

our readings go together. That we are supposed to proclaim our faith and to live it. That it is 

part of the race that we run called life. That we fix our eyes on Jesus because he has shown us 

what faith looks like. And we remember what Jesus told us about faith because faith has the 

power to heal. Faith has the power to mend lives. Faith has the power to put broken bonds 

back together. And faith has the power to save people. Even when they think they aren't worth 

saving. Even when they think nobody can help them. By faith we don't give up. Because Christ 

has never given up on us. And if you ask me, that's a good enough reason any day of the week 

to do the right thing. 

Because I do want to walk by faith. I want others to know the impact faith has had in my 

life. Because my faith is not an idle thing. My faith is not a thought. It is not a single prayer. It is 

not a couple of key verses. My faith is Jesus Christ. Because I believe in him. And because I 

believe in him, I want to be like him. I believe in God the Father, and I want to serve him. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, and I want that guidance to take me wherever it is I need to be. 
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Because I have faith that God will always get me to where I need to be. I may not know where 

that is yet, but I know the power of faith. The power of faith changes lives because it brings 

people together. It brings us together in unity that we may follow Christ together. That we may 

be reminded that when we strengthen each other in faith, we strengthen each other in Christ. 

Because just as Jesus said it, our faith can make us well. Our faith can make us whole. When 

we help each other to grow by faith, we are helping each other to be whole. We are helping 

each other to be more in Christ. And it helps us to do more. Because if I believe that Christ is 

Lord and that he wants me to do all I can to love my brothers and sisters, then by God I will do 

all I can to make sure they are fed, that they are loved, and that they are cared for. That they 

have everything that they may need to succeed in this life. And that by faith I will stand with 

them. Because I know what Christ has done for me. And that's part of the story of my faith. I 

encourage us all to share those stories of how faith has empowered us to be better people and 

to help one another. Because that power of faith is that it does change lives. As we go forth in 

this world to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, we do so with 

the power of faith that goes with us whenever we go forth in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

So let us go forth proclaiming our faith gladly as we share what it means to walk with our God. 

Amen. 

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you. 

Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us 

mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have 

done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and 

lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive 

us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or 

you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs 

your support to keep doing all the important work that we do. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in 

the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Our Current Series – Stories of Faith 

This series is a 4-week series for the month of July and in it we will be looking at different 

stories of faith. Each week we will cover one of the four gospels with a story about faith. We will 

hear about belief, trust, the strength of faith, and how we overcome a lack of faith. These 

lessons will help prepare us for how we live out our own faith journey in Christ. The gospels 

can teach us a lot about what it means to live a life of faith. 

7/6: To Believe 7/13: Trusting   

7/20: Power of Faith 7/27: Lack of Faith  
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