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Matriarchs of Christ: Tamar 

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael –August 3 2025 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings: Genesis 38:11-19, 24-30; Romans 2:1-3; Matthew 7:1-5 NRSVUE  

Reflection: Psalm 103 

 

Call to Worship: I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart and I will tell of all your 

wonderful deeds. I will be glad and exult in you and I will sing praise to your name, O Most 

High. The Lord sits enthroned forever. He has established his throne for judgment. He judges 

the world with righteousness. He judges the peoples with equity! (Psalm 9) 

Prayer: O God, our Guide and Guardian, you have led us apart from the busy world into the 

quiet of your house. Grant us grace to worship you in Spirit and in truth, to the comfort of our 

souls and the upbuilding of every good purpose and holy desire. Enable us to do the work that 

you have called us to do, and that we may love one another in your name. Help us to live by 

the examples that you have given us, especially those from Scripture that teach us how to have 

faith, hope, justice, and peace. Let the examples of your faithful servants help us to learn and to 

grow in understanding and wisdom. Let us worship you this hour, not just by the words of our 

lips and the songs with our voice, but in word and deed all the days of our lives. May you 

shelter us in the storm, strengthen us by your steadfast love and faithfulness, and guide us in 

the paths of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

Reflection: Psalm 103 

6 The Lord works righteousness; does justice for all who are oppressed. 7 God made his ways 

known to Moses; made his deeds known to the Israelites. 8 The Lord is compassionate and 

merciful, very patient, and full of faithful love. 9 God won’t always play the judge; he won’t be 

angry forever. 10 He doesn’t deal with us according to our sin or repay us according to our 

wrongdoing, 11 because as high as heaven is above the earth, that’s how large God’s faithful 

love is for those who honor him. 12 As far as east is from west— that’s how far God has 

removed our sin from us. 13 Like a parent feels compassion for their children— that’s how 

the Lord feels compassion for those who honor him. 14 Because God knows how we’re made, 

God remembers we’re just dust. (Psalm 103:6-14 CEB+) 

We read the words of Psalm 103, and we hear of God’s justice. That God is faithful and just and 

will help his people when they are in need. That God deals with us according to his mercy and 

not according to our sin. That we should always turn to God for help in our time of need. Do 

you turn to God in prayer when you are in need? Do you lift others up in prayer to strengthen 

them? How can you reach out and help a neighbor in need this week? How can we all act for 

God’s justice in this world? How can we do more to love our neighbor this week? 

Prayer: O God, we turn to you in prayer, knowing that you are always listening. We come 

before you with our joys and our concerns, bringing all things to place before you. We ask that 

you listen to the troubles that we name out loud and that you hear the difficulties that we hold 

silently within. We ask that you hear our thanks for the causes we have to celebrate, both the 
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personal triumphs we are thankful for and also the celebrations we share together as a 

community. We come to you because of the good, the bad, and the unknown, lifting up all that 

we have and all that we are to you. May you guide us and lead us in this life. May you grant us 

wisdom, courage, and understanding. Bless us in our laughter and in our tears. Show us grace 

in our mourning and our celebrations. May we walk by faith, following you in the path of love. 

May you be with us all the days of our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, 

O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 

Sermon:  

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading 

is from Genesis chapter 38, verses 11 through 19 and 24 through 30. 

11 Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Remain a widow in your father’s house until 

my son Shelah grows up,” for he feared that he too would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went 

to live in her father’s house. 12 In course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s daughter, died; when 

Judah’s time of mourning was over, he went up to Timnah to his sheepshearers, he and his 

friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13 When Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is going up to Timnah 

to shear his sheep,” 14 she put off her widow’s garments, put on a veil, wrapped herself up, and 

sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. She saw that Shelah was 

grown up, yet she had not been given to him in marriage. 15 When Judah saw her, he thought 

her to be a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16 He went over to her at the roadside and 

said, “Come, let me come in to you,” for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. She 

said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to me?” 17 He answered, “I will send you a 

kid from the flock.” And she said, “Only if you give me a pledge until you send it.” 18 He said, 

“What pledge shall I give you?” She replied, “Your signet and your cord and the staff that is in 

your hand.” So he gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 19 Then she 

got up and went away, and taking off her veil she put on the garments of her widowhood. 
24 About three months later Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has prostituted 

herself; moreover, she is pregnant as a result of prostitution.” And Judah said, “Bring her out, 

and let her be burned.” 25 As she was being brought out, she sent word to her father-in-law, “It 

was the owner of these who made me pregnant.” And she said, “Take note, please, whose 

these are, the signet and the cord and the staff.” 26 Then Judah acknowledged them and said, 

“She is more in the right than I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not lie 

with her again. 27 When the time of her delivery came, there were twins in her womb. 28 While 

she was in labor, one put out a hand, and the midwife took and bound on his hand a crimson 

thread, saying, “This one came out first.” 29 But just then he drew back his hand and out came 

his brother, and she said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” Therefore he was 

named Perez. 30 Afterward his brother came out with the crimson thread on his hand, and he 

was named Zerah. (Genesis 38:11-19, 24-30 NRSVUE*) 

Our next reading is from Romans chapter 2, verses 1 through 3. 
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 1Therefore you are without excuse, whoever you are, when you judge others, for in passing 

judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, are doing the very 

same things. 2 We know that God’s judgment on those who do such things is in accordance 

with truth. 3 Do you imagine, whoever you are, that when you judge those who do such 

things and yet do them yourself, you will escape the judgment of God?  

(Romans 2:1-3 NRSVUE*) 

Our final reading is from Matthew chapter 7, verses 1 through 5. 

 1 “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2 For the judgment you give will be the 

judgment you get, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 3 Why do you see 

the speck in your neighbor’s eye but do not notice the log in your own eye? 4 Or how can 

you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in your 

own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 

clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye. (Matthew 7:1-5 NRSVUE*) 

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

We start a new series for the month of August, and it is called “Matriarchs of Christ”, 

and it is based on the women from Matthew's genealogy of Jesus. I wanted to do this series 

because it is very unusual to find women in a Jewish genealogy. Normally, you have father to 

son and that is everybody that is listed. So, to have a genealogy that has women listed means 

that there is a reason that those women are listed. And in Matthew's genealogy of Jesus, there 

are five women. Four of the women are Old Testament figures and then we add Mary at the 

end. The Old Testament women we will look at are often outsiders, often wronged, and often 

without power. But still, they overcome and take their place in the lineage of Christ. In these 

five weeks, we will be looking at each of these women and what they can teach us about faith, 

what they can teach us about character, and what they can teach us about doing the right 

thing. Each story gives us another person that we can view as an example of how to live. 

 Our first message is all about Tamar. I recommend reading the entire section of 

Genesis 38 that has Tamar's story. The Old Testament can be a little bit of a wild ride, which is 

definitely the case with the story of Tamar. I wanted to include the main thrust of her story in 

our reading today. One of the main things we see is Judah being put in his place by Tamar. 

She is waiting patiently for what is rightfully hers, and she is mistreated. This highlights the 

ways that we are often too quick to judge. Judah is quick to judge and that turns right back on 

him, and Tamar is shown to have been more right than he is. Like I said, these stories are often 

very sordid, and the story of Tamar is no exception. Tamar’s husband passed. His brother was 

supposed to provide an heir by Jewish law, but he is struck down for not following the law. This 

means the responsibility falls to the next brother in line. Judah worries that the same fate will 

befall his youngest son, Shelah. So, he lies to Tamar and tells her to wait until he is old enough. 

Tamar discovers that he lied to her when she sees that Shelah is old enough. Judah has 

broken his promise and is not fulfilling the law. One thing leads to another, Judah mistakes 

Tamar for a temple prostitute, and she ends up pregnant. Judah doesn’t know he has done 

this. When he finds out Tamar is pregnant, he brings her in to have her executed. That is, until 

she puts him in his place. She says that it is the owner of some items that she has that has 

done this to her. She produces Judah’s signet, his cord, and his staff. Judah recognizes his 

own items, and he realizes his own failures. He states then that, “She is more in the right than 
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I.” Judah was ready to judge her. It turns out, he was the one that was guilty. His eagerness to 

pass judgment is shown to be yet another flaw in his character.  

We see this in our other readings we have to go with the story of Tamar. Romans speaks 

to this kind of situation. And it is exactly what happens to Judah. That when Tamar is proven to 

be in the right, he realizes that he has condemned himself more than anyone. As we hear in 

Romans, when you are judging others, you are really passing judgment on yourself. That one of 

the things that happens here is that Judah imagines there's no way he's in the wrong. And in 

his rush to judge another, he judges himself as guilty. He's put in his place by this woman, 

because she brought receipts. She was not going to be falsely accused. She had been robbed 

of what was rightfully hers. In his arrogance thinking that she was in the wrong, just like we 

hear in Romans, he discovers that he has condemned himself more than anyone. This is 

something that often happens when we rush to judge others. Because we are often blinded to 

our own failures.  

That's something we hear about in Matthew. That we are called not to judge so that we 

will not be judged. The problem is that we will look for the tiniest of faults in another, ignoring 

our own failures. Judah is a hypocrite in this instance because he does not think about what he 

has done and how he has mistreated Tamar. And when it is shown, he is humbled and has to 

admit that she is more right than he is. Because he was so busy trying to notice the speck in 

her eye, he did not see the log in his own. She shows that she had been mistreated. That she 

had been cheated. She comes out on top. She comes out as the one who is right. I'm drawn to 

this story because of the fact that through it all, all she ever looks for is what was rightly hers. 

For justice. For fair treatment. That she is searching for being treated right. And I cannot fault 

her for this. Because what she is highlighting here is that by staying true to what she believed 

and by holding firm, the truth comes to light. And I think this is often the case that when we try 

to bury a lie, it often has a way of rising to the surface. It has a way of springing up and 

becoming something that everyone can see. The more we try to hide it, the faster it seems to 

pop up.  

Tamar was wronged again and again. And yet she endures. Because she knows that 

God is on her side. Because the truth is on her side. And sure enough, the truth comes out. 

Tamar ties into the genealogy of Jesus because of her twins. Because they are part of the 

lineage that we have that leads us to Christ. That if we wanted to place this in our lineage we 

see Abraham to Isaac, Isaac to Jacob, Jacob to Judah, and Judah by Tamar has Perez. It is this 

line that eventually will lead us to David and to Christ. It's interesting because part of what it 

shows is that in following Christ, we will see justice for those who have been wronged. That 

those who are marginalized and have the least rights are still recognized by God as being 

worthy of receiving justice. That God does not forget them. That God holds a place for those 

who have been wronged by those who are in power. And it's a sign for all people that by having 

Tamar in this genealogy, it is a reminder that those in power cannot hide the truth, no matter 

how much they want to.  

We see this in the way that Tamar is shown to be in the right. Even though she has very 

little recourse, she holds true to what she knows is hers. And she in the end has justice. She 

gets mentioned in this genealogy of Matthew because of her willingness to stand on principle, 

to be heard. And I think it's important because it shows that she was willing to do what was 

right and becomes an example for all of us of how to never give up. And to know that the truth 
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is on our side when we walk with Christ. And so, as we move through this series, we will move 

through other women in the genealogy of Matthew. We will see various stories of how each of 

them teaches us something about the way that we walk with God, that teaches us about faith, 

that teaches us about endurance. Each story gives us another example of how it is we should 

be living. So let us remember these women from Jesus' genealogy. And let us celebrate the 

diversity we see and the lessons we learn as we too study their stories so that we may walk by 

faith with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you. 

Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us 

mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have 

done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and 

lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive 

us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or 

you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs 

your support to keep doing all the important work that we do. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in 

the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Our Current Series – Matriarchs of Christ 

This series is a 5-week series for the month of August and in it we will be looking at the five 

women in the genealogy found in the Gospel of Matthew. Each week we will cover another 

woman from the line of Jesus. We will hear about Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary. 

Each of them is a shining example of faith and strength and teaches us about how we can live 

our lives today. 

8/3: Tamar 8/10: Rahab 8/17: Ruth   

8/24: Bathsheba 8/31: Mary  
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