Word in Song: If Everyone Cared

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — October 12 2025
18" Sunday after Pentecost

Readings: Isaiah 65:17-25; James 3:13-18 CEB

Reflection: Psalm 86

Song: “If Everyone Cared” by Nickelback

Call to Worship: Answer me when | cry out, my righteous God! Have mercy on me! Listen to
my prayer! Know this: the Lord takes personal care of the faithful. The Lord will hear me when |
cry out to him. You have filled my heart with more joy than when their wheat and wine are
everywhere! | will lie down and fall asleep in peace because you alone, Lord, let me live in
safety. (Psalm 4)

Prayer: O God, may we learn from you no matter where we are. May you reveal the word that
you have for us this day by showing it to us in our daily lives. May you help us to see you
anywhere and everywhere, so that we are reminded that your steadfast love and faithfulness
follow us wherever we may go. We give thanks for your abiding presence that is always with
us. May you pour out your Holy Spirit upon us that we may be guided by your sure and steady
hand in all that we are and all that we do. May we continue to grow as we never stop working
to be closer to you. Help us to help ourselves and help us to be better neighbors and friends to
the people around us. Help us to build community in your name and to welcome people in your
love. May your word be a song that we sing in our hearts and celebrate always. May you
forever guide us and lead us by your unending grace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 86

" Lord, listen closely to me and answer me, because | am poor and in need. 2 Guard my life
because | am faithful. Save your servant who trusts in you—you! My God! * Have mercy on
me, Lord, because | cry out to you all day long. “Make your servant’s life happy again
because, my Lord, | offer my life to you, °because, my Lord, you are good and forgiving, full
of faithful love for all those who cry out to you. ©Listen closely to my prayer, Lord; pay close
attention to the sound of my requests for mercy. “Whenever | am in trouble, | cry out to you,
because you will answer me. (Psalm 86:1-7 CEB+)

We read the words of Psalm 86, and we hear about God’s mercy. We hear of the joy we find in
walking with the Lord. That God hears our prayers because of his never-ending mercy. That we
should place our trust with him. But it also means that we must have mercy on others. We must
also reach out for those in need, because God is our example of how to live. Do you share the
peace that you find in the grace of Jesus Christ? Who can you lift up in prayer this week? Who
can you reach out to in order to share the love of God with another? How can we continue to
seek God whenever and wherever we go?

Prayer: Gracious God, we turn to you in prayer, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. We come before you to seek your grace and your blessing in our
lives. We give you thanks for the joys that we have, both the joys that we have in our personal
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lives and the joys that we lift up together as a community. We raise them all to you with thankful
hearts. We also come to you with our concerns, both those that we name together and the
concerns that we only speak in our hearts. But we know that when we share them with you,
Lord, that you listen to our every worry. We pray that you will be with us and comfort us in our
difficulties. We pray that you will rejoice with us in our celebrations. For we know that you are
with us in all things. You are there for us in the happy and the sad. You are there for us in the
confusion and the unknown. Because your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
We pray you will continue to bless us in our sorrow and our joy. That you will guide us in our
triumphs and our tragedies. May you always give us a new song that we may sing of your
guiding hand. And may you continue to walk with us all the days of our lives. All this we pray in
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, and our friend. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading
is from Isaiah chapter 65, verses 17 through 25.

7| ook! I'm creating a new heaven and a new earth: past events won’t be remembered;
they won’t come to mind. " Be glad and rejoice forever in what I’'m creating, because I'm
creating Jerusalem as a joy and her people as a source of gladness. "°| will rejoice in
Jerusalem and be glad about my people. No one will ever hear the sound of weeping or
crying in it again. 2 No more will babies live only a few days, or the old fail to live out their
days. The one who dies at a hundred will be like a young person, and the one falling short
of a hundred will seem cursed. 2 They will build houses and live in them; they will plant
vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 They won'’t build for others to live in, nor plant for others to
eat. Like the days of a tree will be the days of my people; my chosen will make full use of
their handiwork. 22 They won'’t labor in vain, nor bear children to a world of horrors, because
they will be people blessed by the Lord, they along with their descendants. 24 Before they
call, I will answer; while they are still speaking, | will hear. 2> Wolf and lamb will graze
together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but the snake—its food will be dust. They
won’t hurt or destroy at any place on my holy mountain, says the Lord.

(Isaiah 65:17-25 CEB+)

Our second reading is from James chapter 3, verses 13 through 18.

8 Are any of you wise and understanding? Show that your actions are good with a humble
lifestyle that comes from wisdom. ¥ However, if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition
in your heart, then stop bragging and living in ways that deny the truth. ' This is not the
wisdom that comes down from above. Instead, it is from the earth, natural and

demonic. '* Wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there is disorder and
everything that is evil. ' What of the wisdom from above? First, it is pure, and then peaceful,
gentle, obedient, filled with mercy and good actions, fair, and genuine. ' Those who make
peace sow the seeds of justice by their peaceful acts. (James 3:13-18 CEB+)



This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

The special music for today is “Man in the Mirror” by Michael Jackson, performed by
Pastor Cam. These are the lyrics as sung.

From underneath the trees, we watch the sky, confusing stars for satellites. | never
dreamed that you'd be mine, but here we are, we're here tonight, singing Amen I, I'm alive
(I'm alive). Singing Amen |, I'm alive. If everyone cared and nobody cried, if everyone loved
and nobody lied, if everyone shared and swallowed their pride, we'd see the day, when
nobody died. And I'm singing A-Amen |, Amen I, I'm alive. Amen |, Amen |, Amen I, I'm alive.

And in the air the fireflies, our only light in paradise. We'll show the world they were wrong
and teach them all to sing along. Singing Amen I, I'm alive (I'm alive). Singing Amen [, I'm
alive. If everyone cared and nobody cried, if everyone loved and nobody lied, if everyone
shared and swallowed their pride, we'd see the day, when nobody died. If everyone cared
and nobody cried, if everyone loved and nobody lied, if everyone shared and swallowed
their pride, we'd see the day, when nobody died. When nobody died.

And as we lie beneath the stars we realize how small we are. If they could love like you and
me, imagine what the world could be. If everyone cared and nobody cried, if everyone
loved and nobody lied, if everyone shared and swallowed their pride, we'd see the day,
when nobody died. If everyone cared and nobody cried, if everyone loved and nobody lied,
if everyone shared and swallowed their pride, we'd see the day, when nobody died. We’'d
see the day, we’d see the day, we'd see the day, when nobody died...

This week's message is about a song by the band Nickelback, and it is “If Everyone
Cared.” This is a song that has always been dear to me, because | was a big Nickelback fan. |
had so many of their albums when | was younger and this song especially was so moving. If
you have never seen the official music video, | strongly suggest that you go and watch it,
because that music video is deeply inspirational. It touches on the way that one person can
change the world. | really enjoy the song and the meaning it carries. “If Everyone Cared” is a
song that we can very easily relate to the biblical message, because in many ways it is just the
gospel message. Because we are called to care and it highlights the things that would happen
if everyone cared. | think in these trying times this is even more important than ever, because
part of caring means being willing to speak out when we see things that are wrong. Everything
in this song speaks to the way that we treat others, and the way that we have to be able to live
that life ourselves. Because it speaks of how we care, how we love, and how we share. It
speaks of humility, honesty, and integrity.

| believe we hear this type of language in scripture as well. And we hear it in Isaiah. Our
reading from Isaiah is about a new heaven and a new earth, God's perfection in action. There
was a line in there that really did make me think of this song. “I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be
glad about my people. No one will ever hear the sound of weeping or crying in it again.” If
everyone cared and nobody cried. For me, part of this is the idea that this is the kingdom that
we want to see. That when we pray the Lord's prayer, and we talk about God's kingdom here
on earth, this is part of what | think about. A place with no more tears, where there is no worry
of illness, of pain, of destruction. Where we see an end of selfishness and we see an end of the
things that come about because of selfishness. Because | can link almost every big sin back to



selfishness and greed. It is greed that makes us not care for our neighbor. It is greed that
keeps us from sharing what we have with those in need. It is greed that makes us want to take
advantage of others to get more and more and more. It is greed that causes us to ignore the
feelings of others. Instead, we hear about humility and peace in Isaiah. Where the wolf and the
lamb can graze together. That people will not hurt or destroy on God's holy mountain. It made
me think of this song because it asks what life would be like if we all took the time to care. If we
took the time to be honest. If we took the time to help each other. Then maybe we would see
God's kingdom here on this earth.

We also hear about this humility in turning away from greed in James, one of my favorite
letters in all of the Bible. Because James notes that, “Wherever there is jealousy and selfish
ambition, there is disorder and everything that is evil.” Because jealousy and greed can make
us do all sorts of terrible things. | talked already about the greed part, but the jealousy really
does spawn a lot of other issues. Because when we get jealous of other people it's not just that
we want to have the same experience as them, it's that we want to take it from them. Jealousy
often causes us to feel that if we can't have it, no one can. We end up with a less than generous
attitude. Jealousy can make it so that we believe that we need what they have, not like what
they have. Not that we should all have good things, it instead drives us to want to take from
someone else. And | think James is right. That kind of jealousy and greed does show us
everything that is evil when we take the easy way out. Because it is easy to ignore others, it is
hard to care. But the wisdom from above, it is peaceful, gentle, and obedient. All the things that
we would expect to find from someone who cares. Someone who is filled with mercy and good
actions. That they are genuine and honest. Because “Those who make peace sow the seeds of
justice by their peaceful acts.” | think that we see that kind of peace and that kind of justice in
our song for today. Because | think that's what it inspires. And if you see the music video, you'll
understand this better. It speaks to all of the times that we see one person being willing to
stand up for justice and for peace. And we see the way that it spreads. Because “If everyone
cared and nobody cried, if everyone loved and nobody lied, if everyone shared and swallowed
their pride.” We would see a different world. These are things that we have to do to be good
Christians. Because we need to walk with humility. We need to be able to be generous. To be
honest. Because we are called to love our neighbor as ourselves. And when we care and we
show mercy and compassion to others it lifts them up. Because that is what we do as a
Christian community is we lift each other up. By looking to the light we let go of the darkness
and we seek that wisdom from above. We seek that kingdom of God. Something new, full of
justice and grace and mercy. Something peaceful and wonderful.

Because we build community through compassion. Because compassion isn't selfish.
Compassion is the way that we care about others. Because we acknowledge that other people
matter. We acknowledge that other people's feelings matter. We acknowledge that other
people's opinions matter. That their lived experiences matter. We admit that how they are
being treated matters. Because justice for one person is justice for everyone. And if one
person is facing injustice we are all facing injustice. But if everyone cared that injustice would
come to an end. If everyone cared there would be no hungry people on the streets. If everyone
cared there would be no war. If everyone cared there would be no child without a home.
Because that is what Christ calls us to do. To care for one another. To love one another. To
treat others like they are ourselves.



| think it's terribly important. Because the way that we live this life is the way that we
show our faith in Christ. And it is how we see Christ. If we see Christ as selfless then we must
learn to be selfless. If we see that Christ cares for the least and the last, we must care for the
least and the last. If we see Christ as full of mercy, we must be full of mercy. If we see Christ as
a friend, we must be a friend to those in need. With all humility, turning away from all of those
selfish ambitions. Turning away from all of that jealousy. Embracing God's holy mountain.
Embracing that new creation. Because we are made new in Christ every day. Given a new
heart and given another chance to show that we care.

This is how | see the word in song. Because | hear all of those ideas of Christ echoed in
the words that we hear in our song for today. Because | am singing “Amen, I'm alive.” And as
long as | am alive, | am going to share the love of Christ with others. “Amen, I'm alive,” and |
will share the love of God with everyone. Because | want them to know the peace that | have
found in my Savior. | want them to have the comfort that | have with my God. | want them to
experience the warmth of the Holy Spirit in their lives. Because | do think the world would be a
better place if we could all be more like Christ. Because “If everyone cared and nobody cried,
if everyone loved and nobody lied, if everyone shared and swallowed their pride, we'd see the
day when nobody died.” Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series — Word in Song

This is a series that | call “Word in Song” and makes a connection between the Bible and
music. However, the songs | look at are not hymns. They are pop music songs that I've enjoyed
that | connect to scripture. Because | can find God wherever | look, even on the radio. Each
week we get a different song with a different lesson from the Bible. We can always discover
more about God when we hear the word in song.

10/5: Man in the Mirror 10/12: If Everyone Cared
10/19: Show Me The Way
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