Word in Song: Show Me The Way

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — October 19 2025
19" Sunday after Pentecost

Readings: Isaiah 26:1-9; John 14:1-14 CEB
Reflection: Psalm 143

Song: “Show Me The Way” by Styx

Call to Worship: The Lord is my solid rock, my fortress, my rescuer. He’s my shield, my
salvation’s strength, my place of safety. God! His way is perfect; the Lord’s word is tried and
true. He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. Who is divine except the Lord? And who is a
rock but our God? He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. Bless God, my rock! (Psalm 18)

Prayer: O God, may we learn from you no matter where we are. May you reveal the word that
you have for us this day by showing it to us in our daily lives. May you help us to see you
anywhere and everywhere, so that we are reminded that your steadfast love and faithfulness
follow us wherever we may go. We give thanks for your abiding presence that is always with
us. May you pour out your Holy Spirit upon us that we may be guided by your sure and steady
hand in all that we are and all that we do. May we continue to grow as we never stop working
to be closer to you. Help us to help ourselves and help us to be better neighbors and friends to
the people around us. Help us to build community in your name and to welcome people in your
love. May your word be a song that we sing in our hearts and celebrate always. May you
forever guide us and lead us by your unending grace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 143

! Listen to my prayer, Lord! Because of your faithfulness, hear my requests for mercy!
Because of your righteousness, answer me! ” Answer me, Lord—and quickly! My breath is
fading. Don’t hide your face from me or I'll be like those going down to the pit! 8 Tell me all
about your faithful love come morning time, because | trust you. Show me the way | should
go, because | offer my life up to you. ° Deliver me from my enemies, Lord! | seek protection
from you. 1 Teach me to do what pleases you, because you are my God. Guide me by your
good spirit into good land. ' Make me live again, Lord, for your name’s sake. Bring me out of
distress because of your righteousness. (Psalm 143:1,7-11 CEB+)

We read the words of Psalm 143, and we hear of asking to be shown God’s way. That we seek
the path the Lord offers us for protection and peace. We ask God to show us the way to go so
that we may seek justice and righteousness all the days of our lives. That we can trust in
salvation. Do you share the peace that you find in the grace of Jesus Christ? Who can you lift
up in prayer this week? Who can you reach out to in order to share the love of God with
another? How can we continue to seek God whenever and wherever we go?

Prayer: Gracious God, we turn to you in prayer, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. We come before you to seek your grace and your blessing in our
lives. We give you thanks for the joys that we have, both the joys that we have in our personal
lives and the joys that we lift up together as a community. We raise them all to you with thankful



hearts. We also come to you with our concerns, both those that we name together and the
concerns that we only speak in our hearts. But we know that when we share them with you,
Lord, that you listen to our every worry. We pray that you will be with us and comfort us in our
difficulties. We pray that you will rejoice with us in our celebrations. For we know that you are
with us in all things. You are there for us in the happy and the sad. You are there for us in the
confusion and the unknown. Because your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
We pray you will continue to bless us in our sorrow and our joy. That you will guide us in our
triumphs and our tragedies. May you always give us a new song that we may sing of your
guiding hand. And may you continue to walk with us all the days of our lives. All this we pray in
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, and our friend. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading
is from Isaiah chapter 26, verses 1 through 9.

" On that day, this song will be sung in the land of Judah: Ours is a strong city! God makes
salvation its walls and ramparts. 2 Open the gates and let a righteous nation enter, a nation
that keeps faith. 2 Those with sound thoughts you will keep in peace, in peace because they
trust in you. # Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord is a rock for all ages. ° He has thrown
down those living on high, and he will level the lofty town, leveling it down to the earth; he
will bring it down to dust. ¢ The feet trample it, the feet of the poor, the steps of the needy.

7 The way of the righteous is level; you clear a path for the righteous. éIn the path of your
justice, Lord, we wait for you; with all our being, we long for your name and your acclaim. °
At night I long for you with my whole being; my spirit within me watches for you. When your
Jjudgments are at work in the earth, those living in the world learn righteousness.

(Isaiah 26:1-9 CEB+)

Our second reading is from John chapter 14, verses 1 through 14.

T “Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me. 2 My Father’s house has room to spare.
If that weren’t the case, would | have told you that I’'m going to prepare a place for

you? 3When | go to prepare a place for you, | will return and take you to be with me so that
where | am you will be too. # You know the way to the place I'm going.” ®* Thomas asked,
“Lord, we don’t know where you are going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus

answered, “l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. ”If you have really known me, you will also know the Father. From now on you know
him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father; that will be enough for us.
9 Jesus replied, “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have been with you all this time?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the

Father’? ° Don’t you believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words |
have spoken to you | don’t speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me does his

works. "' Trust me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or at least
believe on account of the works themselves. 2| assure you that whoever believes in me will

”



do the works that | do. They will do even greater works than these because | am going to
the Father. I will do whatever you ask for in my name, so that the Father can be glorified in
the Son. ' When you ask me for anything in my name, | will do it. (John 14:1-14 CEB+)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

The special music for today is “Show Me The Way” by Styx, performed by Pastor Cam.
These are the lyrics as sung.

Every night | say a prayer, in the hopes that there's a heaven, but every day I'm more
confused as the saints turn into sinners. All the heroes and legends | knew as a child, have
fallen to idols of clay, and | feel this empty place inside, so afraid that I've lost my faith.
Show me the way, show me the way! Take me tonight to the river and wash my illusions
away. Please, show me the way.

And as | slowly drift to sleep, for a moment dreams are sacred, | close my eyes and know
there's peace in a world so filled with hatred. That | wake up each morning and turn on the
news, to find we've so far to go, and | keep on hoping for a sign, so afraid that | just won't
know. Show me the way, show me the way! Bring me tonight to the mountain and take my
confusion away and show me the way.

And if | see a light, should | believe? Tell me, how will | know! Show me the way, show me
the way! Take me tonight to the river and wash my illusions away. Show me the way, show
me the way! Give me the strength and the courage, to believe that I'll get there someday.
And, please, show me the way.

Every night | say a prayer, in the hopes that there's a heaven...

This is our last message in our “Word in Song” series, and it's the last one before | take
a week off for vacation, right around my birthday. Part of the reason | picked this song is
because of that break I'm taking. Because sometimes we need to be able to stop and refresh
ourselves. We need to be able to stop and take a look around and remember which way we're
going. And that's very much the feeling we have in the song for today, “Show Me the Way” by
Styx. It is another song that | grew up with, loving Styx. It grew with me, because when | was
younger, | just liked the song. The older | got, the more the song meant. Because the song
dealt with many of the things that | struggled with, and that | know many people struggle with.
Because it deals with the way that we have to approach faith. It deals with how hard it can be to
maintain faith. That's not always easy. Because sometimes we are forced to take a look at
difficult things. Sometimes we're forced to take a look at things that we don't always like. We
see confusion in the world. But | think it's important that we be able to deal with those things.
Because without them, we run into a very real situation of not being able to cope with life and
losing faith because we never stop to think about it until it is too much.

That was one of the things | wanted to touch on in our readings today and in our song
for today. The way that we keep ourselves on the path by taking the time to understand the
way. We hear about this in Isaiah. Isaiah reminded me of our music selection for today.
Because in Isahiah we hear that “The way of the righteous is level; You clear a path for the
righteous. In the path of your justice, Lord, we wait for you; with all our being, we long for your
name and your acclaim.” | could hear that mirrored in the song for today. Because sometimes
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it is hard to wait. Sometimes it is hard to see that justice when we see so much injustice around
us. It's especially hard if we feel like we are waiting on justice and start to doubt we will see it.
And it reminded me of our song for today. "I wake up each morning and turn on the news, to
find we've so far to go, and | keep on hoping for a sign, so afraid that | just won't know." | don't
know if you have turned on the news lately. It's rarely good news. We are more divided than
ever in all aspects of life it would seem. Here and around the world. Tensions are high.
Tempers are flared. It seems like every time we turn around there's a new problem. Another
day brings another scandal or another crisis. It can be hard to wake up every morning and see
how far we have to go. | related this to Isaiah because of the fact that sometimes we do have to
wait for God. | think it's hard to wait when we feel like something should happen right now. It
can be hard when we are waiting for justice to happen. The thing is that it is something that we
have to work for even if we don't see it. Because what we don't always see is the way that it
starts. This last line from Isaiah speaks to this by speaking to God being active in the world.
“When your judgments are at work in the earth, [Lord], those living in the world learn
righteousness.” | think about this because sometimes we don't think about the small things that
happen. Because if we think about the way that God guides us, it is not always a clear trodden
path from point A to point B. Sometimes it is a long and winding road and it is a mysterious
way. But we know that God is active along the whole path. What we can't always see and the
reason we have to trust by faith is that we can't always see the results. We can't always see
what a small action today will cascade into tomorrow, a week, a month, a year from now. We
can't always see the way that these things will work. Which is why we trust and have faith even
when it's hard. We trust in the Lord because we know that with him there is goodness. There is
justice. There is hope for peace.

That's what we hear in our other reading today when we hear from John. Because Jesus
tells us, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
When we want to know the way, we see it in Christ. He is the example of the way that we live,
the way that we learn, and the way that we grow. Thomas wants to know “How can we know
the way?” Thomas is there saying, show me the way. Because they're afraid they won't know.
But Jesus tells them not to be troubled and to trust in God. And he tells them, you've seen me,
you've seen the Father. We're given the assurance that Christ would not leave us abandoned
and leave us alone. Christ would not leave us to our own devices. He is always there for us
even when we aren't sure. Even when we cannot clearly see the way before us. And it can be
hard. But Christ gives us the strength we need to carry forward. He gives us the strength that
we need to be able to do the right thing, to do good in this world. That was something that |
heard echoed not just in Jesus' words about being the way, but the assurance that we have
that Jesus gives us that we can trust in the way. And | was reminded again of our song for
today. "Give me the strength and the courage, to believe that I'll get there someday. And,
please, show me the way." Because | know how hard it can be to have that courage, to have
that strength, when it feels like the world is falling all around you.

It's one of the reasons that that rest is so important. Because sometimes we have to take
a moment to step back. And that's what I'm doing for a week. I'm taking a moment to step back
and reflect and to find peace. Because | know that when | do, Christ is there with me every step
of the way, giving me the courage and the strength that | need. That he is helping me to see
the world again. Not just with tired, weary eyes. Not just with what I'm told to think about others.
Not that | see all | ever see is the bad in the world. No, | ask God, take me to the river and wash



my illusions away and then show me the way. Because too often it's those illusions that we
have that haunt us. That we aren't doing enough. That we aren't good enough. That things will
never get better. That there is no goodness left in the world. That things cannot change and
things will not change. Part of what | seek when | seek that rest and that recovery is to re-
center myself with God so that | wash those illusions away when they start to weigh heavy on
my heart. | remember the way is in my Savior and that | don't have to believe that things can
never change because | believe in Christ. So, | believe in change. | may feel sometimes that the
world is so full of hate and nothing can ever be done about it, but | remember that | have a God
whose steadfast love endures forever and can overcome any hate. | can see the fall of heroes
and legends and the people | looked up to, but | know that there is redemption. | know that we
can move forward together in peace by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Because what Christ
gives us is a future. Because he is the way. He is the way to peace, the way to justice, the way
to righteousness, the way to salvation, the way to truth, the way to light, the way to hope.

That is the word in song for me. Because when | sing those words, | am fully reminded
that Christ is the way. Because | do want to be reminded of the good in this world. | want God
to show me the way. | want to go to that mountain and have my confusion taken away. Because
even if I'm afraid | don't know, | know who does. And | trust in him. Because the song that | sing
is a song of peace and a song of joy and a song of hope. That even in my worries | find hope in
Christ. Because | believe he will give me the strength and the courage to get there someday.
Because | do pray in the hopes that there's a heaven. Because | know that God is always with
us and that together as the body of Christ, we will always be able to do more together for
justice, for peace, for love, and for hope than we ever could apart. And that we strengthen each
other as we join each other on the way. “So, take me tonight to the river and wash my illusions
away. And please show me the way.” Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series — Word in Song

This is a series that | call “Word in Song” and makes a connection between the Bible and
music. However, the songs | look at are not hymns. They are pop music songs that I’'ve enjoyed
that | connect to scripture. Because | can find God wherever | look, even on the radio. Each
week we get a different song with a different lesson from the Bible. We can always discover
more about God when we hear the word in song.

10/5: Man in the Mirror 10/12: If Everyone Cared
10/19: Show Me The Way

There will be no mailing next week while Pastor Cam is on vacation.
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