We Remember: Remember the Saints

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — November 2 2025

All Saints Sunday

Readings: Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31 NRSVUE

Reflection: Psalm 22

Call to Worship: | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints. | do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. May the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation. May you
perceive the hope we have in God’s glorious inheritance among the saints. (Ephesians 1)

Prayer: Eternal God, we remember your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
Teach us to trust in you always. May you help us to follow you in all that we are and all that we
do. Guide us in worship, that we may sing your praises and glorify your name. Teach us by
your word and your grace to love our neighbor as ourselves as we love you more deeply.
Prepare our hearts and strengthen us in your Holy Spirit. Help us always to remember the
many ways in which you have touched our lives and the many ways in which you can share
your love with the world. Bless us this day as we gather as your children, with hearts full of
gladness. May you forever guide us and lead us in the love of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 22

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the
nations shall worship before him. 28 For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the
nations. % To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all
who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. 3° Posterity will serve him; future generations
will be told about the Lord *' and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that
he has done it. (Psalm 22:27-31 NRSVUE™)

We read the words of Psalm 22, and we hear of remembering God’s ways. We follow the
goodness of the Lord that is there for all who have come before us and all future generations.
That we all yearn for God’s grace and goodness in our lives. How can we share the love of
Christ with others this week? Who is it you can be lifting up in your prayers? How can you act
on those prayers with kindness and mercy? How can we all remember the steadfast love and
faithfulness of the Lord in all that we are and do?

Prayer: Gracious God, we turn to you in prayer, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. We come before you to seek your grace and your blessing in our
lives. We give you thanks for the joys that we have, both the joys that we have in our personal
lives and the joys that we lift up together as a community. We raise them all to you with thankful
hearts. We also come to you with our concerns, both those that we name together and the
concerns that we only speak in our hearts. But we know that when we share them with you,
Lord, that you listen to our every worry. We pray that you will be with us and comfort us in our
difficulties. We pray that you will rejoice with us in our celebrations. For we know that you are
with us in all things. You are there for us in the happy and the sad. You are there for us in the



confusion and the unknown. Because your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
We pray you will continue to bless us in our sorrow and our joy. That you will guide us in our
triumphs and our tragedies. May you help us always to remember that your guiding hand is
always open for us. And may you continue to walk with us all the days of our lives. All this we
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, and our friend. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the New Revised Standard Version Updated
Edition Bible. Our first reading is from Daniel chapter 7, verses 1 through 3 and 15 through 18.

" In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head
as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: 21, Daniel, saw in my vision by night the
four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea, *and four great beasts came up out of the
sea, different from one another. * As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and
the visions of my head terrified me. ¢ | approached one of the attendants to ask him the
truth concerning all this. So he said that he would disclose to me the interpretation of the
matter: 7 “As for these four great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the earth. 8 But the
holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever—
forever and ever.” (Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 NRSVUE™)

Our second reading is from Ephesians chapter 1, verses 11 through 23.

" In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 2 so that we,
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 3In him
you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; ™ this is the pledge
of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. ®|
have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason "¢/ do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers, ' that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, ¥ so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his
glorious inheritance among the saints, '*and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 2° God put this
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand
in the heavenly places, 2! far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. ?2 And he
has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the

church, Zwhich is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

(Ephesians 1:11-23 NRSVUE*)

Ouir final reading is from Luke chapter 6, verses 20 through 31.



20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is
the kingdom of God. 2" “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed
are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and
when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of

Man. 2 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for
that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. 24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you
have received your consolation. %> “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 “Woe to you when all
speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets. 2 “But | say to
you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; ?¢ bless those
who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. #° If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer
the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your

shirt. 3° Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not
ask for it back again. *' Do to others as you would have them do to you.

(Luke 6:20-31 NRSVUE™)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This In this new series, we will be looking at the things we remember. We begin with
“Remember the Saints.” On All Saints Sunday, we remember those who have gone before us.
And this can be a difficult day. It can be a difficult day because we remember loved ones that
we are separated by time from. We remember loved ones that we dearly miss. But it's also a
day about remembering our connections. Because one of the things that we have to think
about is the way that we are still connected in Christ.

The communion table is one of the ways that we remain connected to each other. It's
one of the reasons that it is such an important part of what we do because it's not just that we
come and we share this together here in this place. When we proclaim that we eat of one loaf
and we drink of one cup, what we are doing is sharing of one bread, the body of Christ,
drinking from one cup, the blood of Christ. Not just here in this place, but around the world. But
the other part of that is that we're doing it not just now, but we are sharing the bread and the
cup with everyone who has ever taken the bread and the cup at this table. Because this table is
set for us by eternal hands. This table is prepared for us for all time. It is a place that we come
to, able to share this gift with all people. To share with all those who have gone before and all
those who will come after. Because of that eternal setting, it means that when we come to this
table, we come to this table and we sit with those who have gone before and we sit with those
who will come after, and we are together in Christ. It makes such an amazingly powerful
moment for me because we remember the saints and pray the saints to come will remember
us.

| wanted to make this connection because | feel that sometimes we lose that feeling of
connectedness and we feel that separation deeply. | think it's important for us to remember that
we are bound together in the love of Christ in all that we are and in all that we do. It gives us
guidance on how to live. Because one of the other things that we have is the example of those
who have come before. We remember the example we have been shown, and that's one of the
things Paul talks about. The inheritance that we have and the example that we have been given



of those who live a life in Christ. And that in turn we may be an example to others. That it is an
endless chain. | think about that chain when | think about All Saints Sunday because of the
ways that traditions tie us together. That everything that we do together as a church ties us
together with all those who have done these things before us and all those who will follow us.
And it gives me hope for the future. Because | think about the hope that those who have gone
before had in us and that we in turn have that hope for others with our prayer that every
generation will bring us that much closer to God's kingdom here on this earth. That it is the
heartfelt wish of God's people that we constantly all strive for a place that is more just. For a
place that is closer to God's love. That we worship together in God's grace.

It also gives us a way to deal with hardships and difficulties. Because it helps if we
remember that no matter what happens and no matter what comes, that we follow Christ
wherever he goes. That we follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit. That our Heavenly Father is
with us no matter what we do. That Daniel had that hope in God's kingdom being forever. Paul
had that hope in the inheritance that we have and the redemption we have as God's people.
We hear about it in the Gospel of Luke. Especially in Luke when we think about the difficulties
we face in life. Because Jesus reminds us of the way that we persevere. We persevere in what
is right. Because we know that doing the right thing is worth it. That in the face of difficulty, in
the face of struggle, we remember those who have gone before and the difficulties that they
faced. | often think of this when we look at the way that we want society to change. Because
one of the interesting things that we have as a church is a long history of people striving to
make the world a better place for all people. And sometimes that took generations. But when
we look back, we can see the struggles, and we can see the culmination of that effort and that
love. We can see the way that it builds up. That we can be people that believe that the poor are
blessed. That they will have the kingdom of God. That we can believe that the hungry are
blessed because they will be filled. That we can believe that those who weep will be given
laughter. Because we have seen the way that things can change when God's people band
together for good. And that we remember that our hope is in heaven.

Because we also hear the woes that we have in Luke's Gospel. Because all of the woes
are about what we receive when we aren't thinking about what needs to be done for God's
people. What needs to be done for God's church. What we do as a community. Because it's all
about the people who already have and feel like that is enough. But we're told not to be like
that. That we should love enemies. That we should refrain from acting like those who would
want to stop us from making the world a better place. That we are asked to give and not count
the cost. That we should treat others the way we want to be treated. | think this is a very
important lesson for us to learn because one of the things that we learn from looking at those
who have gone before us is that sometimes change can take a long time. That can be hard. But
it's always worth it. Because it's always worth it to do the right thing. It is always worth it to
honor the memory of those who have gone before by striving for a better tomorrow. That we
honor the love that we share in Christ by working to make sure that all God's people know
justice and peace. That when | remember the saints, | remember the things that they have
worked so hard for. And | remember that progress does not stop with me. It continues with me.
That we have made it this far and we have done so many things. That it is not time to stop, it is
time to continue to move forward.



Because that is one of the true blessings that we have when we remember the saints is
that we are not standing still, but we are marching forward. We are not silently waiting. We are
joyfully shouting as we take that step into the future. Because we can never be separated in the
love of Christ. And that brings me joy. That God's people will always be united. That when we
partake of one bread, we are reminded that we are all of one body, the body of Christ. And we
are here together, from generation to generation, reaching deep into the past and far into the
future. We are together in Christ. When we drink from one cup, it is the blood of our Savior that
washes us clean and renews us to continue the mission so that we can move forward. Always
striving to do more for God's people. Always striving to do more for God's kingdom. Always
working to do more for the least and the last. Always striving to see justice and peace for all of
God's children. So | ask that we remember the saints. That we remember them with thankful
hearts. For all that they have taught us. For the example that they have been to us. And that we
let them be a reminder that we are to be an example for those who come after. That we are to
invite the next generation to the table. That we are to make the path clear for God's children.
To know God's love. To know God's grace. And that we may share in building God's kingdom
together. Yesterday, today, and tomorrow. The Lord will always be with us. And we may always
strive to do more together with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series - We Remember

This series is all about the way that we remember things. Each Sunday we explore another
concept that we recall in our hearts. We will explore remembering those who have gone
before, the promises that have been made, our baptism, and how God remembers us. Each
message dives into a different memory and why they matter. So let us remember the way that
God is always with us and let us remember to lift each other up in the love of Christ.

11/2: Remember the Saints 11/9: Remember the Promise

11/16: Remember Your Baptism 11/23: Remember Me
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