We Remember: Remember the Promise

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — November 9 2025

All Saints Sunday

Readings: Genesis 9:8-17; Hebrews 8:5-7,10:14-18; Luke 1:68-79 NRSVUE

Reflection: Psalm 119

Call to Worship: The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my God, my rock in
whom | take refuge. The Lord is my rock, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold. God’s way is perfect; the promise of the Lord proves true; he is a shield for all who
take refuge in him. For who is God except the Lord? And who is a rock besides our God?
(Psalm 18)

Prayer: Eternal God, we remember your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
Teach us to trust in you always. May you help us to follow you in all that we are and all that we
do. Guide us in worship, that we may sing your praises and glorify your name. Teach us by
your word and your grace to love our neighbor as ourselves as we love you more deeply.
Prepare our hearts and strengthen us in your Holy Spirit. Help us always to remember the
many ways in which you have touched our lives and the many ways in which you can share
your love with the world. Bless us this day as we gather as your children, with hearts full of
gladness. May you forever guide us and lead us in the love of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 119

69| et my cry come before you, O Lord; give me understanding according to your word. '7°Let
my supplication come before you; deliver me according to your promise. 7' My lips will pour
forth praise, because you teach me your statutes. 7?2 My tongue will sing of your promise, for all
your commandments are right. '3 Let your hand be ready to help me, for | have chosen your
precepts. 7| long for your salvation, O Lord, and your law is my delight. '7°Let me live that |
may praise you, and let your ordinances help me. 7| have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek
out your servant, for | do not forget your commandments. (Psalm 119:169-176 NRSVUE™)

We read the words of Psalm 119, and we hear of remembering God’s promise. We learn and
grow by the word of the Lord. That we yearn for salvation from Christ. That we may delight in
God’s works and we may praise all that he does for his people. How can we share the love of
Christ with others this week? Who is it you can be lifting up in your prayers? How can you act
on those prayers with kindness and mercy? How can we all remember the steadfast love and
faithfulness of the Lord in all that we are and do?

Prayer: Gracious God, we turn to you in prayer, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. We come before you to seek your grace and your blessing in our
lives. We give you thanks for the joys that we have, both the joys that we have in our personal
lives and the joys that we lift up together as a community. We raise them all to you with thankful
hearts. We also come to you with our concerns, both those that we name together and the
concerns that we only speak in our hearts. But we know that when we share them with you,
Lord, that you listen to our every worry. We pray that you will be with us and comfort us in our



difficulties. We pray that you will rejoice with us in our celebrations. For we know that you are
with us in all things. You are there for us in the happy and the sad. You are there for us in the
confusion and the unknown. Because your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
We pray you will continue to bless us in our sorrow and our joy. That you will guide us in our
triumphs and our tragedies. May you help us always to remember that your guiding hand is
always open for us. And may you continue to walk with us all the days of our lives. All this we
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, and our friend. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the New Revised Standard Version Updated
Edition Bible. Our first reading is from Genesis chapter 9, verses 8 through 17.

8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ° “As for me, | am establishing my
covenant with you and your descendants after you °and with every living creature that is
with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many
as came out of the ark. ' establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be
cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the
earth.” 2 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that | make between me and you and
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: | have set my bow in the
clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. ¥ When | bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, "*I will remember my covenant that
is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh, and the waters shall never
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. ¢ When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that
is on the earth.” 7 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that | have
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” (Genesis 9:8-17 NRSVUE*)

Our second reading is from Hebrews chapter 8, verses 5 through 7 and chapter 10
verses 14 through 18.

> They offer worship in a sanctuary that is a sketch and shadow of the heavenly one, just as
Moses was warned when he was about to erect the tent. For, God said, “See that you make
everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.” ¢ But Jesus has
now obtained a more excellent ministry, and to that degree he is the mediator of a better
covenant, which has been enacted on the basis of better promises. 7 For if that first
covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need to look for a second one.

4 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. "> And the
Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, "¢ “This is the covenant that | will make with
them after those days, says the Lord: | will put my laws in their hearts, and | will write them
on their minds,” 7 and he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no
more.” "® Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
(Hebrews 8:5-7,10:14-18 NRSVUE*)



Ouir final reading is from Luke chapter 1, verses 68 through 79.

¢ “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and
redeemed them. %° He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his child David,

70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 7' that we would be saved
from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 2 Thus he has shown the mercy
promised to our ancestors and has remembered his holy covenant, 3 the oath that he
swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us "that we, being rescued from the hands of our
enemies, might serve him without fear, 7 in holiness and righteousness in his presence all
our days. 7 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before
the Lord to prepare his ways, 7" to give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness
of their sins. " Because of the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will

break upon us, 7 to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to
guide our feet into the way of peace.” (Luke 1:68-79 NRSVUE*)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This week in our “We Remember” series we think about promises. We think about the
promises made and the promises that remind us of God’s love. We remember God’s care and
the promises that give us hope and help us to continue to move forward. The promises from
God and the promises we make to God. We remember the covenants that we see in the Bible.
We remember those ideas when we are struggling. Because it is those ideas that | think of
when | need to be reminded of who Christ is to me. Because sometimes, things get to be too
much. Sometimes things get to be super difficult. Sometimes things are overwhelming. And
when this happens, | remember God is there for me.

It is then | look for a sign. Not anything spectacular. | look for the small reminders that
help me to remember God's promise for us all. Like looking for a rainbow. Because to me, the
rainbow is a reminder of God's promise to be with us. That God destined us for more than
failure. For more than destruction. That we are worth something. That's the promise the way |
read it when we read about Noah and Genesis is God's promise that we are worth saving. The
rainbow is a sign of that. But it's not the only sign that we have. Because | think we all end up
with personal signs that help us to remember God is with us. They're the things that remind us
of God's grace, God's love, and God's mercy. One of those for me is just feeling the sunshine.
Because for me, it is the light. And that light reminds me that God is the light in the darkness.
That even when things are difficult, even when it feels like the darkness is set to overtake, |
remember the light. It reminds me of God's promise that we are worth redeeming. That
redemption is something else that we hear in the progression of those covenants, the promises
made. Because one of the things we can struggle with is all of the ideas of the covenant and
the law that we have in the Old Testament. And sometimes all of those ideas of the law can feel
overwhelming. | know whenever | read through the law in the Old Testament, it can feel like a
lot. The other struggle is reading the Old Testament is reading about failure after failure after
failure. But God sticks by his people.

| was reminded of that because of our words from Hebrews. Because it talks about the
better covenant that we have in Christ. Not the law, because we fall short of fulfilling the law.
That Jesus gives us a better ministry, a better hope, a better promise. That “by a single offering



he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.” Our salvation. That God's word is
written on our hearts and instilled in our minds, and we are given more because God is willing
to let go of our failures and our sins, our weaknesses. And “where there is forgiveness of these,
there is no longer any offering for sin.” Because the offering has been made, because the
demonstration that we are given in Christ is an act of love to show us that we are redeemed
because of God's love. That God's grace is there for all people, and that God doesn't forget his
people. And that's important to me when things are getting really hard, because it reminds me
that | can be forgiven. And if | can be forgiven, | can forgive others. That Christ sees me as
worth redeeming, and that's a feeling | think is worth sharing.

| want people to know that they are worth something, that they are worthy of love. That a
mighty savior has been raised up for us from the house of David. That it's Christ that shows us
the mercy that was promised and has been delivered. The promise of restoration. The promise
of redemption. The promise of forgiveness. We hear all about these in Luke. Early in Luke, we
hear of proclaiming God's goodness to his people. Because the dawn will break upon us, and
the light will shine from the darkness. That even those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of
death will see light. That people will have the knowledge of salvation. That people will know
they are forgiven. And | think that's amazing. | think that's wonderful. | remember that promise
when things get difficult. And often | do it by reflecting on all that God has done for me. Not in
big, flashy things. | think we too often try to find the biggest, craziest story we can about God.
But for me, the best stories | have are the times that | found hope in the small, quiet moments.
Because those are when | feel closest to Christ. When | sit alone, and it's just me and my God.
And | reflect on the peace that | have, knowing that everything will work out in the end.
Because | remember that God is with me.

| know it because of how | feel deep in my heart. | remember the rainbow but don’t need
to see it up in the sky, because | have the light of it in my heart of hearts. Because | have this
still, small voice speaking to my soul. And it says three words to me. “You are loved.” Because
when | remember that God loves me, | remember the promise that I'm enough. That whatever |
do, | do it with Christ. Because he'll always be with me. Wherever | go, | will be guided by the
Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit will always be with me. | remember those promises
because not only are they very dear to my heart, but | know the impact they can have on lives.
Because | know how important those words can be when we are hurting. When we feel
abandoned and alone. The reminder that we are loved. That we are cared for. That we are
worth saving. That we are worth helping. This gives me the strength | need to reach out and to
love my neighbor. Because | remember the promise of love that God has made to me. And I'm
reminded that | can do more, and | can be more because Christ will get me there. That
whatever problems we may face, we face them together in Christ and we face them helping
each other. Because if God thinks you're worth it, | think you're worth it, too. If God thinks you
are worth forgiving, then | can trust in the Lord that we can help each other by love and by
grace to be better, to do better, to love better. Because often what it boils down to is that God
promised that he would always care about us because we're worth caring for. And that fills me
with hope. It fills me with hope because | think we lose sight of that care. We lose sight of that
love because we let our problems and our issues with each other cloud our vision. We let
anger guide our voices, all too often forgetting the promise of love. Selfishness and greed get
in our way.
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So, | challenge us all to remember that if God sees us as fit for care and love, he sees all
people as worthy of being cared for and being loved. The call that we have in Christ is to make
sure others know that promise is for them. A promise of a hope in a better tomorrow. A
promise that God always has been and always will be with us. A promise in Christ that we can
forgive and be forgiven. And that with God by our side, we will always stand stronger in the
light. Because a new day will always dawn. With that new day, we will always have hope that
together in Christ, we can face anything. Because we are stronger together. We are stronger
when we face the future together in the Holy Spirit. We are stronger when we band together in
the hope of our Lord, remembering the promise of love that we share. So let us share in that
hope and let us always share in that love, together. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series - We Remember

This series is all about the way that we remember things. Each Sunday we explore another
concept that we recall in our hearts. We will explore remembering those who have gone
before, the promises that have been made, our baptism, and how God remembers us. Each
message dives into a different memory and why they matter. So let us remember the way that
God is always with us and let us remember to lift each other up in the love of Christ.
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