We Remember: Remember Your Baptism
Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — November 16 2025

23" Sunday after Pentecost

Readings: Psalm 51; Acts 2:38-41; Mark 1:1-8 NRSVUE

Reflection: Psalm 107

Call to Worship: Let us walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which we have been called,
with all humility and gentleness. Let us act with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love. Let us act in the unity of the Spirit; there is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called in the hope of your calling. There is one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all. (Ephesians 4)

Prayer: Eternal God, we remember your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
Teach us to trust in you always. May you help us to follow you in all that we are and all that we
do. Guide us in worship, that we may sing your praises and glorify your name. Teach us by
your word and your grace to love our neighbor as ourselves as we love you more deeply.
Prepare our hearts and strengthen us in your Holy Spirit. Help us always to remember the
many ways in which you have touched our lives and the many ways in which you can share
your love with the world. Bless us this day as we gather as your children, with hearts full of
gladness. May you forever guide us and lead us in the love of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 107

'O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 2 Let the
redeemed of the Lord say so, those he redeemed from trouble 3and gathered in from the
lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 3° When they are
diminished and brought low through oppression, trouble, and sorrow, 4° he pours contempt on
princes and makes them wander in trackless wastes, 4! but he raises up the needy out of
distress and makes their families like flocks. 42 The upright see it and are glad, and all
wickedness stops its mouth. #3 Let those who are wise pay attention to these things and
consider the steadfast love of the Lord. (Psalm 107:1-3,39-43 NRSVUE*)

We read the words of Psalm 107, and we hear of remembering God’s love. That we are
redeemed because of God’s faithfulness for his people. That we see the justice of the Lord and
we are called to share it with the world. That all should know the truth and strength of God.
How can we share the love of Christ with others this week? Who is it you can be lifting up in
your prayers? How can you act on those prayers with kindness and mercy? How can we all
remember the steadfast love and faithfulness of the Lord in all that we are and do?

Prayer: Gracious God, we turn to you in prayer, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. We come before you to seek your grace and your blessing in our
lives. We give you thanks for the joys that we have, both the joys that we have in our personal
lives and the joys that we lift up together as a community. We raise them all to you with thankful
hearts. We also come to you with our concerns, both those that we name together and the
concerns that we only speak in our hearts. But we know that when we share them with you,



Lord, that you listen to our every worry. We pray that you will be with us and comfort us in our
difficulties. We pray that you will rejoice with us in our celebrations. For we know that you are
with us in all things. You are there for us in the happy and the sad. You are there for us in the
confusion and the unknown. Because your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
We pray you will continue to bless us in our sorrow and our joy. That you will guide us in our
triumphs and our tragedies. May you help us always to remember that your guiding hand is
always open for us. And may you continue to walk with us all the days of our lives. All this we
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, and our friend. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the New Revised Standard Version Updated
Edition Bible. Our first reading is from Psalm 51.

"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant
mercy, blot out my transgressions. 2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin. 3 For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against you,
you alone, have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your
sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. ® Indeed, | was born guilty, a sinner when
my mother conceived me. ¢ You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me
wisdom in my secret heart. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and |
shall be whiter than snow. & Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have
crushed rejoice. ° Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. ° Create in me
a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. " Do not cast me away from
your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 2 Restore to me the joy of your
salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. ' Then | will teach transgressors your ways, and
sinners will return to you. ' Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and
my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. > O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will
declare your praise. "¢ For you have no delight in sacrifice; if | were to give a burnt offering,
you would not be pleased. " The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. ® Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem; ""then you will delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings
and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar. (Psalm 51 NRSVUE*)

Our second reading is from Acts chapter 2, verses 38 through 41.

38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3° For the
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord
our God calls to him.” % And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 4! So those who welcomed his
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

(Acts 2:38-41 NRSVUE™)



Ouir final reading is from Mark chapter 1, verses 1 through 8.

" The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ. 2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way, *the voice of
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight,” ”
4s0 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. °And the whole Judean region and all the people of Jerusalem were
going out to him and were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. ¢ Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts
and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; |
am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals. 81 have baptized you

with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:1-8 NRSVUE™)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Last week we talked about promises, and a big part of that were the promises we have
from God that we will always be loved and always be cared for. And this week we continue that
thought with the idea of the promises that we make. | wanted to get into this because baptism
is a big part of the promise and the commitment that we make to God and to one another.
Because baptism is not just being washed clean of our sins, it is an act of accepting a new life
in Christ and the way that we live that life together. Part of that commitment is the way that we
are a community together in Christ. Baptism is an outward sign of accepting that new life
together.

Now, our readings today are all about the way that we live out those connections, and
we hear it in different ways. Our reading from Mark is where we hear about John the Baptist
going out to prepare the way. One of the ways that | think about this is that we are still called to
prepare the way for the Lord. John also prepares us for the baptism that we have today. Not
just by water, but by water and the Spirit. That we receive the Holy Spirit as part of baptism. By
water and the Spirit, we complete our transformation in Christ. It is the way that we accept
those things in Christ, and the way that we live them in Christ. One of the things we see is with
baptism is the sign that we want to change. It was the call that John the Baptist was making in
the wilderness. It was a call for people to show they wanted to have their lives changed. That
change is a very big part of what baptism is, and it's why it's important that you remember your
baptism.

Because it helps us to remember the promises we make and remember that we want to
change. | included Psalm 51 because | think that Psalm 51 helps to highlight the way that we
think about baptism. That we are washed thoroughly of our iniquity and cleansed from our sins.
That God will blot out our transgressions. Part of the way we see that is the way that we
respond to God. That's a big part of Psalm 51 as well. We hear that God desires truth in the
inward being. That we are to seek God's deliverance. Part of this lies in the way that we will
teach others. That as we accept that new life, we help others to accept that new life as well. It's
part of what it means to be a member of the church because it's part of the commitment we
make to each other. Because we promise to take that journey together. That we will help each
other to stay on the path. That we will help each other to follow Christ in all that we are and in
all that we do. That we will help each other to live that new life together.



It's part of what we hear in Acts. That we are to repent and be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. That we receive the Holy Spirit. Because the promise is
for all of us, as a community. As they baptize, they baptize people to come into the church, to
be a part of the community. It is an outward sign of the commitment that they have accepted.
We remember it because once we accept that new life, it is always there for us. That is why we
only baptize once in the United Methodist Church, because that baptism is always active and
never goes away. What we do, though, is we remember our baptism. And we do so by going
through the same words and the same actions to remind us of why our baptism matters. That it
is seeking that life in Christ. It is seeking unity together as God's people. That it is a part of what
we do because we have accepted that life together. It is not that we are ever baptized again,
but that we remember our baptism and what it means to us. It's a reminder of all the things that
matter to us in Christ. That we remember the promises that we make to each other, we
remember the promises that we have made to God, and we remember how we are called to
live.

Because that is one of the biggest things that we have, is that call to accept that life in
Christ and to remember what it means to repent. What it means to want to be changed. And |
bring this up because I think sometimes it is hard for us. | remember my baptism. | remember
because | was an adult when it happened. | remember the feeling that | had, a feeling of being
loved. And it wasn't just because | knew God loved me. It was because of the promise that was
made to me at that time from the other people around me. Because one of the big things that |
want us to remember is the way that we are a baptized community together in Christ. Because
| do think we sometimes forget what it means to want our hearts and our lives to be
transformed. What it means to have our sins washed away and to receive new life by the Holy
Spirit. But | remember it when | hear the promises made to care for each other. That we as the
church will do all that. We can lift each other up in love and be united in Christ's presence. That
we remember how life changing it is to accept new life in Christ and how important it is that we
support each other in that life.

Because we walk together in Christ. That we share in this journey we call life. And that
God calls us to help each other. To be accountable to one another. To inspire each other. And
that when we remember our baptism we remember all of those things that make us a
community. We remember the reason that we are called again and again to follow Christ.
Because we remember what it means to be together in God's love. What it means to be free
from sin and death. What it means to be promised life everlasting together. So let us remember
our baptism. Let us remember the way that we support each other. If you are not baptized and
would like to be so, come speak to me. Because it is a gift for all people. An invitation for all
people. To new life. To hope. To love. So let us share in that peace and love together as you
are called to remember your baptism. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.



Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series - We Remember

This series is all about the way that we remember things. Each Sunday we explore another
concept that we recall in our hearts. We will explore remembering those who have gone
before, the promises that have been made, our baptism, and how God remembers us. Each
message dives into a different memory and why they matter. So let us remember the way that
God is always with us and let us remember to lift each other up in the love of Christ.
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