We Remember: Remember Me

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — November 23 2025

Christ the King Sunday

Readings: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 NRSVUE

Reflection: Psalm 25

Call to Worship: The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed
in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree. The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man
found and reburied. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Praise
the Lord! (Matthew 13)

Prayer: Eternal God, we remember your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
Teach us to trust in you always. May you help us to follow you in all that we are and all that we
do. Guide us in worship, that we may sing your praises and glorify your name. Teach us by
your word and your grace to love our neighbor as ourselves as we love you more deeply.
Prepare our hearts and strengthen us in your Holy Spirit. Help us always to remember the
many ways in which you have touched our lives and the many ways in which you can share
your love with the world. Bless us this day as we gather as your children, with hearts full of
gladness. May you forever guide us and lead us in the love of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 25

"To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 20 my God, in you | trust; do not let me be put to shame; do
not let my enemies exult over me. Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them
be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. * Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me
your paths. °Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you |
wait all day long. ¢ Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have
been from of old. ” Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to
your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O Lord!

(Psalm 25:1-7 NRSVUE*)

We read the words of Psalm 25, and we hear of calling on God to remember us in our time of
need. But we also ask that the Lord forgive us and hold us in his mercy. That we know we can
rely on God to lift us up and care for us and not holding our mistakes over us. How can we
share the love of Christ with others this week? Who is it you can be lifting up in your prayers?
How can you act on those prayers with kindness and mercy? How can we all remember the
steadfast love and faithfulness of the Lord in all that we are and do?

Prayer: Gracious God, we turn to you in prayer, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. We come before you to seek your grace and your blessing in our
lives. We give you thanks for the joys that we have, both the joys that we have in our personal
lives and the joys that we lift up together as a community. We raise them all to you with thankful
hearts. We also come to you with our concerns, both those that we name together and the
concerns that we only speak in our hearts. But we know that when we share them with you,



Lord, that you listen to our every worry. We pray that you will be with us and comfort us in our
difficulties. We pray that you will rejoice with us in our celebrations. For we know that you are
with us in all things. You are there for us in the happy and the sad. You are there for us in the
confusion and the unknown. Because your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
We pray you will continue to bless us in our sorrow and our joy. That you will guide us in our
triumphs and our tragedies. May you help us always to remember that your guiding hand is
always open for us. And may you continue to walk with us all the days of our lives. All this we
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, and our friend. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the New Revised Standard Version Updated
Edition Bible. Our first reading is from Jeremiah chapter 23 verses 1 through 6.

" Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says

the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and
you have not attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil doings, says

the Lord. 3 Then | myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where | have
driven them, and | will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 1
will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or
be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. ° The days are surely coming, says
the Lord, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and
deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ¢In his days Judah will
be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called:

“The Lord is our righteousness.” (Jeremiah 23:1-6 NRSVUE*)

Our second reading is from Colossians chapter 1, verses 11 through 20.

" May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that
you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully '?giving thanks to the Father, who has
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. '*He has rescued us from
the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. '* He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation, ' for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have
been created through him and for him. 7 He himself is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. ' He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. *° For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, ?° and through him God was pleased to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his
cross. (Colossians 1:11-20 NRSVUE*)

Our final reading is from Luke chapter 23, verses 33 through 43.



33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[?* Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the
people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 3¢ The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine 3" and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!” 3 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 3° One of
the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” ° But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? ! And we indeed have
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has
done nothing wrong.” #? Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your
kingdom.” 3 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

(Luke 23:33-43 NRSVUE™)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This is our last message before Advent, and | think it is appropriate to think about this as
a Thanksgiving message as well. It is also a message for Christ the King Sunday, where we
remember God’s sovereignty and the role that Christ has in our lives. You may be wondering
about the title of this sermon, because we have had different things that we have remembered.
We have remembered the saints, we have remembered promises, we have remembered our
baptism. But today's is called “Remember Me.” And you might be wondering why it's called
that. The reason is that it is a callback to the crucifixion as we find it in Luke. | wanted to think
about it in this way because it is the way that we ask Christ to remember us, and that we
remember God's love for us in the way that we ask and seek Christ's deliverance in our lives.

| wanted to start with Luke, where we have two different things happening with Christ’s
crucifixion. First, we have two criminals being crucified with him, one on the left and a criminal
on the right. We have two different accounts here of how one could respond. Jesus is crucified
with the title over him saying this is King of the Jews. He is mocked, saying he should save
himself. And one of the criminals, also being crucified, says if he is the Messiah, he should save
himself. But it's the other that | wanted to remember today. Because the other person being
crucified rebukes the criminal mocking Jesus, recognizing an innocent man being put to death.
Now what's fascinating for me here is that we do not get a typical repentance like we might
imagine. He doesn't turn to Jesus and pray a special prayer. He doesn't offer up some sort of
death bed confession. | think a lot of that is implied in what he does say, recognizing his own
guilt. But his request is a heartfelt one. Because he looks and he says, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” | think there is something powerful about that request.
Remember me. Don't let me be forgotten. And we get the reply. Because Jesus tells him “Truly
| tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” | wanted to highlight this because it shows the
kind of love that Jesus has. He is there on the cross forgiving the people doing this to him. And
when this criminal stands up for Jesus and simply asks to be remembered, Jesus says he will
remember him in paradise because he will be there. | think that is pretty amazing.

Now, we see more of this concept in our other readings for the day. Because they talk
about the righteousness and justice of God. The redemption we find in our savior and king.



Jeremiah talks about the people that work against the message of Christ. Because “The days
are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he
shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.”
That he will be the shepherd to the people. That though there will be people that try to scatter
and separate God's people, there will be a king, a shepherd, a leader who is compassionate
and out of an immense love will gather the people to him. And it is this idea of Christ that | think
of when | think about that plea to be remembered. Because it is a plea for mercy, for grace, for
love. And a plea that | think we all have. Because we do see division. We do have those who
would scatter the sheep, who would rather see us fighting each other than helping each other.
People would rather us all be divided than to stand together as one in Christ. | am thankful that
we have a Savior that unites us beyond any division. That tells us that it's okay to disagree
because we can still love one another as long as we can agree that God's people are deserving
of love and care.

| think that's what we hear in Colossians. That we can be thankful for redemption. | say
this because we have this line here from Paul. Because Paul is talking about the strength that
we have because of Christ in our lives. That we can joyfully give thanks because of the light
that we find in Christ. That we are forgiven, that we are remembered. And when he describes
Jesus, that he is before all things and in him all things hold together. That we find unity in
Christ. That he is the head of the church. That he is the beginning. He is the firstborn. “He has
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” To me this is very reminiscent of
the language we heard earlier. Because we are remembered by a righteous king. Though we
may be unworthy. Though we may have flaws and failures, we have been redeemed by Christ
the King. And sometimes we struggle with that kind of language.

What | mean by this is that we can struggle with the idea of a king. And | think it's
because when we think about a king, we often think about a ruler looking out for himself, for his
own interest. To increase his power, his dominion. And that is the type of king that we see here
on earth. But | think where we sometimes struggle is that Christ shows us what it means to truly
lead because unlike a human king that seeks to consolidate authority and to rule harshly over
people, inflicting his will upon others with no thought to anything but his own desires, the King
of Kings remembers the humble and the lowly. The King of Kings can forgive those who would
put him to death for caring about others. Christ the King looks to a criminal and says you will be
with me in paradise because you have sought my love. And it is freely given. | think this picture
of a king is amazing because it is not the picture that we would normally have. Because it is of
a compassionate ruler. Of servant leadership. Someone whose goal is to show care and
compassion to those in his kingdom. Because Christ is the example we have of how to be light
in the darkness. How to be peace in the midst of a storm. Christ shows us what it means to
have power and to use it responsibly. That we can be thankful for the ways that he has shown
us that we are loved, that we are cared for, and that we are forgiven.

| am thankful for the redemption that we have. | am thankful to be forgiven of my sins
even though | struggle sometimes to forgive myself. | am thankful for a king that values justice
and righteousness. For a leader who believes in respecting the very least of those in the
kingdom, offering peace freely to all because of his mercy and love. | am thankful that even
though sometimes | feel like | am nothing that | know Christ remembers me. And that gives me



hope for tomorrow. Because it means even in the darkest of days Christ is there. Even in the
most difficult of times Christ is there. No matter what we face, no matter what may come
tomorrow, we can be thankful we face it together in Christ. So, | want you to remember all the
things that we have discussed as we enter this Advent season renewing ourselves. As we look
to the signs of the season that we remember Christ is with us every step of the way. And that
we remember the steadfast love and faithfulness that have always been with us and always will
be with us. That as we look to the birth of Christ to renew us and refresh us, that we let it fill our
hearts with joy as we remember all that we have been called to do and all that we have been
called to be. That we may remember one another as we remember the love that Christ has for
us. So let us remember the steadfast love and faithfulness of our risen Savior. That we may
remember each other and that we may serve joyfully in all that we are and all that we do. We
remember Christ is with us. Christ is with us indeed. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series - We Remember

This series is all about the way that we remember things. Each Sunday we explore another
concept that we recall in our hearts. We will explore remembering those who have gone
before, the promises that have been made, our baptism, and how God remembers us. Each
message dives into a different memory and why they matter. So let us remember the way that
God is always with us and let us remember to lift each other up in the love of Christ.

11/2: Remember the Saints 11/9: Remember the Promise

11/16: Remember Your Baptism 11/23: Remember Me
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