Signs of the Season: Signs and Times

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — November 30 2025

15t Sunday of Advent

Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 NRSVUE
Reflection: Psalm 122

Call to Worship: | rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let’s go to the Lord’s house!” Let those
who love you have rest. Let there be peace on your walls. For the sake of my family and
friends, | say, “Peace be with you!” For the sake of the Lord our God’s house | will pray for your
good. (Psalm 122)

Advent Candle Lighting: Today, we choose to live in hope, believing that the time of God’s
reign has come and is coming among us. We light this candle of hope as a sign of our promise
to follow the Light as we answer God’s call to transform our hope into reality today and in the
days to come.

Prayer: Merciful God, you sent the prophets as your messengers to preach repentance and
prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to listen to their warnings and to let our lives
be changed through your grace. Help us once more to celebrate the nativity, and that we may
rejoice in the coming of Jesus Christ our redeemer. Help us as we reflect on the signs of the
season. Help us to understand your timing and truth as we hear stories of faithfulness
throughout Advent. Guide us as we celebrate your glory and power as we share in this
Christmas journey. May you help us to greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ, our
Emmanuel, so that we may know peace and light. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 122

'] was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 2Qur feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. ®Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. #To it
the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of
the Lord. °For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house of David.

¢ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. ” Peace be within your
walls and security within your towers.” 8 For the sake of my relatives and friends | will say,
“Peace be within you.” ° For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, | will seek your good.
(Psalm 122 NRSVUE*)

We read the words of Psalm 122, and we hear of seeking God. That we seek the peace of the
Lord in all that we do. That we long for the presence of our Emmanuel, God with us. How do
you think about peace as we await the birth of our Savior? How do we prepare ourselves for
hope? What are your prayers as we reflect on the birth of our Savior? Who can you lift up in
your prayers this week? In what ways are you preparing for Christmas? What traditions do you
hold dear? How is it that you will come to celebrate the birth of our Savior this year?

Prayer: Eternal God, we praise you for your presence with us. You sent your light into the
world to dispel the darkness. We pray you will help us in our preparations for the coming of



Jesus Christ, our true light. We thank you for your many blessings in this Advent season. We
seek you in our prayers this day. We lift up our many joys that we may celebrate with you. We
lift up our sorrows that you may wipe away our tears. We lift up both the prayers we have
spoken aloud together and the silent pleadings that we hold in our hearts. For we know that
you are never far from us and that you hear every prayer we raise to you. May we know your
presence in our celebrations and our sorrows, in both laughter and tears. May we remember
that you are always with us. May you grant us hope, peace, joy, and love as we celebrate a
child born and laid in a manger. May our hearts be overflowing with your steadfast love and
faithfulness all the days of our lives. And it is in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the New Revised Standard Version Updated
Edition Bible. Our first reading is from Isaiah chapter 2 verses 1 through 5.

" The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and
shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. *Many peoples shall come
and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go
forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the
nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither
shall they learn war any more. ° O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
(Isaiah 2:1-5 NRSVUE™)

Our second reading is from Romans chapter 13, verses 11 through 14.

" Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; ?the night is far
gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 3 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. ' Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. (Romans 13:11-14 NRSVUE*)

Ouir final reading is from Matthew chapter 24, verses 36 through 44.

36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the

Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son
of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, % and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. % Then
two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 4! Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. ¥ Keep awake, therefore, for you do
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not know on what day your Lord is coming. * But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. # Therefore you also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. (Matthew 24:36-44 NRSVUE*)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This Sunday marks both the beginning of a new series and the beginning of the Advent
season. Our new series is “Signs of the Season”, and in it we will be looking at signs as we
consider the many different things that we think about during Advent and Christmas. This
series will take us all the way through Epiphany. We begin this Sunday with “Signs and Times.”
| think this can be difficult for us because part of what we have to understand on this Sunday is
how much we don't know and how much we can't plan for. We have to consider all of the
things that will happen, and we don't know when they will happen. We think this Sunday about
how we are not privy to the timeline that the future brings. And that can give us pause because
we do not like the unknown. We do not like things we cannot plan out properly. But it is still
important that we remember that no matter what we wait for, we also wait for our Emmanuel,
God with us. Even in the craziest of times, Christ is there. But it requires patience, and it
requires being able to say that we don’t know.

We have a few different readings today to help us to think about this in our Advent
season. It helps us to think about time because one of the things that we always struggle with is
waiting. Waiting is always a very difficult thing for us to do. We are not very good at waiting on
things, and yet we are called to wait and to watch. In Isaiah, we are waiting for peace and
waiting for justice. We are waiting for the light of the Lord. We hear that the days are coming
when we will see peace so great that people will beat swords into plowshares and spears into
pruning hooks. That there will be no more war. Those are some pretty hefty things to be
waiting for. That can be difficult for us. Because we have trouble waiting for a traffic light to
change, let alone waiting for peace and an end to violence. We start checking our watches if
we are in a drive-up lane for too long. If a train comes through and we are delayed by a few
minutes, we start to worry that our whole schedule is off. But we are called to wait. We could
think about this any time of the year, but | think one of the reasons that Advent is so good for
this is because it is when we have to contemplate waiting on the birth of our Savior. It means
that we have to contemplate all that that entails and just how great that waiting is. Advent also
makes us feel like we should be ready for these things. That we need to know that we are
going to be ready for whatever may come, whenever it may come.

Our reading from Matthew tells us that we won't know when that is. Jesus says that we
won't know. And there are many ways to take this, but | really wanted to think about this entire
concept of not knowing God's timing. Because we can assign this to very specific things. We
can think about it with the coming of the Son of Man, with the Second Coming. But one of the
things that it highlights when we think about it during Advent was that no one knew when Jesus
would be born, let alone when he would return. There is this idea that we don't know God’s
timing. And when | think about that whole not knowing that timing, it just highlights how little we
know about the plans that are made, because we aren’t in charge of them. However, we should
always be ready to respond to them. | think that's part of what Advent is for me, is figuring out



how | can prepare my heart for all that this season is. On this first Sunday of Advent, we
prepare our hearts for hope as we look to the signs and times of the season.

How do we do this? In Paul's letter to the Romans, he talks about how we should be
ready because we should be awake. Not doing the things we know we shouldn't be doing but
walking decently. Throwing off the works of darkness and putting on the armor of light. That we
do what we know is right and what is good. Because we know what is coming, even if we don't
know when. And | think this is great advice for any time in our life, because we don't know
what's coming next. We often think about these things only in relation to the big events in life,
and not always to the smaller ones. But we don't know God's plans. We don't know what things
are going to happen, what things are going to push us into something new and something
unexpected. Because we don't know what tomorrow will bring. And part of what | remember in
Advent is that panicking about it won't help. That the best we can do is live every day following
Christ, doing what he taught us. Not putting off the good we could do today until tomorrow, that
we should do it today. That these are the times we are in. We see difficulty, we see trouble, but
we don't let it get us down. Because we know that there is something more. That we don't have
to know the minute, the hour, the day, the week, the year. Because something will always be
happening that needs our attention. And something will always be happening that requires us
to be the love of Christ in someone else's life. That we throw off the works of darkness and we
put on the armor of light because we need it every day.

And you don't have to be able to predict the signs and times to know that that is needed.
Because what we know is always needed is love. For me, when | think about timing in this way,
it teaches me that | have to be patient. Patient with myself, patient with God, and patient with
others. Because sometimes | have to remind myself in my prayers that demanding things is not
going to go the way | think it will. Because it will leave me with disappointment in myself.
Because | have to be willing to wait for it. | have to be willing to say that | do not know what
comes next. And that's okay. Often we think there will be grand signs showing us what time it is
in our lives. What | have learned is that simply it is always time to love. It is always time to
forgive. It is always time to seek peace. So that we can live in a world where we beat spears
into pruning hooks and swords into plowshares. That we can see an end to violence and
destruction. Because every day is the right time to search for peace. Every day is the right time
to stand up for justice. Every time is the right time to look out for the least and the last. Every
time is the right time to love your neighbor as yourself. That is what | think of when | think about
the signs and times. Is that instead of trying to predict the future and constantly be thinking
about what | will need to do on that far off day, | ask what it is | am being called to do right now.
Because God has called each and every one of us to be more, to do more, and to care more.

And those are the signs of the season that | see. Because | see people being kinder. |
see people being more generous. | see people responding to the call of Christ. And it fills me
with gladness. Because it is a sign that we have never forgotten the true meaning of Christmas.
Of a child born and laid in a manger who needed a community. Who would seek love and
peace. Who needed help. Who would go on to teach us how to truly care for one another and
what truly matters in this life. And the signs are all around me that we have not forgotten. | see
it in bags full of food for those who are hungry. | see it in the bags for those without a home,
packed with care. | see it in a box full of gifts for children who might otherwise feel that they
were forgotten. | see it in a room full of diapers and wipes for those who are in need. They



remind me of a child lying in a manger. Because one of the biggest signs we can have of
Advent is that we see Christ in others. So let us see Christ in our neighbor. Let us see Christ in
that child looking for love and care. Let us see Christ in the least and the last. In the old and the
young. In the strong and the weak. Knowing it is always time to care. It is always time to love.
And it is always time to prepare our hearts for the hope we find in our Emmanuel, our God with
us always. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series - Signs of the Season

Our Advent series is “Signs of the Season.” Advent is the start of a new year of waiting, but it is
an active and watchful waiting, observing the signs we see. We tap into the world’s longing for
redemption, salvation, and transformation. We look forward to the time of God’s will being done
on earth as it is in heaven. All of earth is waiting for this fulfilment. In worship, we can see the
signs of the nearness of Emmanuel, God with us.

11/30: Signs and Times 12/7: Signs and Stories 12/14: Signs and Truths
12/21: Signs and Faithfulness 12/24: Signs and Glory 12/28: Signs and Powers

1/4: Signs and Journeys
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