Signs of the Season: Signs and Powers

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael -December 28 2025

1st Sunday of after Christmas

Readings: Isaiah 63:7-9; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 NRSVUE

Reflection: Psalm 22

Call to Worship: Praise the Lord from heaven! Praise God on the heights! Praise God, all of

you who are his messengers! Praise God, all of you who comprise his heavenly forces! Let all
praise the Lord’s name because only God’s name is high over all. God raised the strength of
his people, the praise of all his faithful ones. Praise the Lord! (Psalm 148)

Prayer: O God our Father, you have brought us again to the glad season when we celebrate
and give thanks for the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that his Spirit may be
born anew in our hearts this day. Open our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus of
old. Open our lips that we, too, may sing with uplifted hearts. Open our eyes that we may see
your true light. May we celebrate our Emmanuel, our God with us, as we celebrate the miracle
of Christ’s birth. Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace. Let there be goodwill to all as we
celebrate Christmas. Help us as we reflect on the signs of the season. Help us to understand
your timing and truth as we hear stories of faithfulness. Let us celebrate your glory and power
as we share in this Christmas journey. May you help us to greet with joy the coming of Jesus
Christ, our Emmanuel, so that we may know peace and light. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 22

¥ But you, O Lord, do not be far away! O my help, come quickly to my aid! ?° Deliver my soul
from the sword, my life from the power of the dog! ?' Save me from the mouth of the lion!
From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. %1 will tell of your name to my
brothers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: % You who fear

the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him, all you
offspring of Israel! 24 For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not
hide his face from me but heard when I cried to him. (Psalm 22:19-24 NRSVUE™)

We read the words of Psalm 22, and we hear of the Lord’s mercy. That God will deliver us in
our time of need. That God does see our suffering and helps us by his power. That God’s
steadfast love is still with us even in our struggles. How do you remember these things as you
prepare your heart for our Emmanuel, God with us? How do you think about joy as we await
the birth of our Savior? How do we prepare ourselves for hope? What are your prayers as we
reflect on the birth of our Savior? Who can you lift up in your prayers this week? In what ways
are you preparing for Christmas? What traditions do you hold dear? How is it that you will
come to celebrate the birth of our Savior this year?

Prayer: Eternal God, we praise you for your presence with us. You sent your light into the
world to dispel the darkness. We pray you will help us in our celebration of the coming of Jesus
Christ, our true light. We thank you for your many blessings in this Christmas season. We seek
you in our prayers this day. We lift up our many joys that we may celebrate with you. We lift up



our sorrows that you may wipe away our tears. We lift up both the prayers we have spoken
aloud together and the silent pleadings that we hold in our hearts. For we know that you are
never far from us and that you hear every prayer we raise to you. May we know your presence
in our celebrations and our sorrows, in both laughter and tears. May we remember that you are
always with us. May you grant us hope, peace, joy, and love as we celebrate a child born and
laid in a manger. May our hearts be overflowing with your steadfast love and faithfulness all the
days of our lives. And it is in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the New Revised Standard Version Updated
Edition Bible. Our first reading is from Isaiah chapter 63 verses 7 through 9.

7| will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, because of
all that the Lord has done for us and the great favor to the house of Israel that he has shown
them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. & For he
said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not act deceitfully,” and he became their
savior °in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them;
in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the
days of old. (Isaiah 63:7-9 NRSVUE™)

Our second reading is from Hebrews chapter 2, verses 10 through 18.

10/t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through

sufferings. " For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one

Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, ?saying, “I
will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation | will
praise you.” "* And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Here am | and the children
whom God has given me.” ¥ Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has
the power of death, that is, the devil, '*and free those who all their lives were held in slavery
by the fear of death. ' For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but the
descendants of Abraham. '” Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of
God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. '® Because he himself was
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

(Hebrews 2:10-18 NRSVUE*)

Our final reading is from Matthew chapter 2, verses 13 through 23.

3 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you,
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” ' Then Joseph got up, took the



child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt ' and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of
Egypt | have called my son.” "® When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he
was infuriated, and he sent and Killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. '” Then
what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: '® “A voice was heard in
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be
consoled, because they are no more.” ' When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, %° “Get up, take the child and his mother,
and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” ?' Then
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 2 But when he
heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. % There he
made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the
prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” (Matthew 2:13-23 NRSVUE*)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This week, on this first Sunday after Christmas, we prepare for a new year, and we
reflect on signs and powers. The readings that we have reflect a lot on the powers that we have
on this earth. The powers that struggle to maintain control, the powers that will always do
everything they can to struggle against anything new, anything uplifting, anything that might be
good for the people that they want to hold down. The main reading we have today is in stark
contrast to the joyous celebration that we had on Christmas Eve, to the exultation we have
Christmas morning. Because it is a stark reminder of all that we work through and all that we
struggle with. That even in our most joyous celebrations, the shadow is there, the shadow of
the powers that be.

Our main reading today is the Gospel of Matthew, and we are telling this a little
backwards. And the reason we're telling this a little backwards is because this story is an
important part of the Christmas story, but it's next week that we will touch on the story of the
wise men and their gifts on Epiphany Sunday. | wanted to set the stage a little bit, because this
comes after that. This is when those wise men take another road home and avoid going back
to Herod. Joseph has a dream, another dream that will change the course of his life. This time
the dream is a warning. No longer is the dream that he should follow his heart and take Mary as
his wife, because the child born to her will be a special child who will need him. This time it is a
warning. It is a warning to get out. He is to take Mary and Jesus with him and to flee to Egypt as
refugees. They're to flee because the powers that be have heard a new king has been born
and they are not happy. This new king is a threat to all that they hold dear, and they'll do
whatever it takes to keep that king from rising to power. By night, for their own safety and for
the safety of Jesus, they flee. And Herod is infuriated. The Magi did not return to him. Those
wise men left without telling him anything about this child. So based on the time that the wise
men had told him about the star appearing, he has all of the children two years or younger
massacred there in Bethlehem. After time passes, Herod dies and Joseph has yet another
dream that he may return home. But with worry about returning to Bethlehem because of
Herod's son, they go to Galilee, to a little town called Nazareth.



This story is dark and it is difficult, especially after all of the joy that we have had in
Christmas. You may be wondering why | should bring us down with this story. | speak to it
because it's the reminder that the path was never the easy path. Those who wanted to see the
Messiah dead would do anything they could to make sure it happened. And it is a hard lesson
to hear. But part of it is that those powers have not gone away. Those powers have not
retreated and disappeared. The names have changed, but the greed and the envy have not.
Because they cling to power. They do not see a purpose in letting someone else be free
because it might not help them personally. It is a reminder, a reminder that things are not
always easy. That we remember that there is sorrow in the midst of joy because of the fact that
not everyone wants peace on earth and goodwill towards men. Not everyone wants to see the
good in this world. Not everyone wants to be able to love their neighbor as themselves. Not
everyone feels that it is best to be generous, to be kind, and to be caring.

I'm reminded by the words of Hebrews. That we are not called to match them in their
uncaringness. Instead, we let suffering shape us. We let it teach us about injustice so that we
may better fight injustice. We learn about hate so that we may better love. We learn to stand
with the least and the last because we are all better when we lift each other up rather than tear
each other down. We remember that Jesus is not ashamed to call those who have experienced
suffering his brothers and sisters. That we are to remember that Christ conquers death and
sets us free from slavery to sin and death. That we do not live by fear because we have seen
the light and know that the light is good. That Christ could find purpose in suffering so we may
find purpose in suffering. Not that we feel anyone should suffer. Not that we would ever brag
about being a people that have suffered more than others. But that we let it shape us so that
we are better people. That we remember that God remembers us. That God is with us as we
hear in Isaiah. That we should recount the gracious deeds of the Lord because of all that God
has done for us. That his mercy is upon us and his steadfast love is forever with us. That we
are called to stand together through difficulties and trials because we can see Christ in the face
of anyone who suffers. Anyone who struggles.

Because when you hear Christ's story with Mary and Joseph spiriting him away from the
country that they knew, the country they called home, and fleeing to a land that they did not
know, it is hard not to see every child that faces the same problem today and to not think of
Christ. It is difficult to imagine a bigger sign that we could have than parents doing all that they
can to give their children a better life. To do what they can to escape a life of harm. Even if the
powers that be disagree. Because the powerful in this life are not driven by compassion. They
are often blinded by greed. Blinded by fear. Because they would rather see those people as
“other” to help their narrative. We would label them unwanted rather than see the Christ child
in our midst. Because siding with them might make us less powerful. But | am reminded of a
greater power when | look to the signs of this season. When | see signs and powers, | see a
child born and laid in a manger with immense power. The power to set us free. The power to
let us live a life without fear. A life without hatred. A life without envy. A life without greed. A life
where we alleviate suffering instead of causing it. A life where we reach out our hand instead of
turning someone away because of fear and prejudice. Because the story of Christ is the story
of love surviving in the face of those who would want to destroy it. The story of Christmas is
that the light could not be extinguished even though the powers that be wanted the light to be
put out.



We are close to the end of this Christmas season. | want us to remember this as part of
the signs of the season. Because it is a reminder that the joy we have is to lift up those who
know what sorrow is. The season of generosity is that we may help others to experience a love
that may feel foreign to them because of the suffering they have endured. It is a reminder that
when one of us suffers we all suffer. When one of us is brought low we are all brought low. But
when we lift each other up in the name of Christ, we are all lifted up. And when we love one
another in the name of Christ, we build a bond. A bond by water and the spirit. A bond of body
and blood. That we would know God is with us. That our Emmanuel is there even in the midst
of suffering. Let us never forget this. May we let Christ's light be a guiding force for us all the
yearlong. That all may know the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love that is Christmas. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series - Signs of the Season

Our Advent series is “Signs of the Season.” Advent is the start of a new year of waiting, but it is
an active and watchful waiting, observing the signs we see. We tap into the world’s longing for
redemption, salvation, and transformation. We look forward to the time of God’s will being done
on earth as it is in heaven. All of earth is waiting for this fulfilment. In worship, we can see the
signs of the nearness of Emmanuel, God with us.

11/30: Signs and Times 12/7: Signs and Stories 12/14: Signs and Truths
12/21: Signs and Faithfulness 12/24: Signs and Glory 12/28: Signs and Powers

1/4: Signs and Journeys
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