Word in Song: On The Turning Away
Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — January 18 2026

2" Sunday after Epiphany
Readings: Ezekiel 18:21-32; 1 John 3:13-18; Matthew 18:1-9 NRSVUE
Reflection: Psalm 34

Call to Worship: Come, listen to me. Let me teach you how to honor the Lord. Do you love
life? Do you relish the chance to enjoy good things? Then you must keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from speaking lies! Turn away from evil! Do good! Seek peace and go after it!
(Psalm 34)

Prayer: O God, may we learn from you wherever we may be. Reveal to us the word that you
have for us this day. May you help us to see you with us anywhere and everywhere so that we
are reminded of your steadfast love and faithfulness wherever we may go. We give thanks for
your abiding presence that is with us always. May you pour out your Holy Spirit on us that we
may be guided by your sure and steady hand in all that we are and all that we do. May we
continue to grow in wisdom as we continually seek to live by your love. Help us to build
community in your name and to welcome people by your live. May your word be a song that
we sing in our hearts as we celebrate your love in our lives. And may you guide us and lead us
by your unending grace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 34

" Come, children, listen to me. Let me teach you how to honor the Lord: ? Do you love life; do
you relish the chance to enjoy good things? " Then you must keep your tongue from evil and
keep your lips from speaking lies! ™ Turn away from evil! Do good! Seek peace and go after
it! " The Lord’s eyes watch the righteous, his ears listen to their cries for help. 6 But

the Lord’s face is set against those who do evil, to eliminate even the memory of them from
the earth. 7 When the righteous cry out, the Lord listens; he delivers them from all their
troubles. '® The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he saves those whose spirits are crushed.
(Psalm 34:11-18 CEB+)

We read the words of Psalm 34 and we hear of turning away from what is wrong. We should
turn to the goodness of the Lord with all that we are. That we should seek to turn from what we
know is wrong and turn to doing good in the eyes of God. Do you think about the things you
have done that you need forgiveness for? Have you thought about the things you have left
undone? How can we join together to do what God calls us to do? What are your prayers in
this new year? How are you lifting up others in the community? How will you turn to God as we
continue to walk in the path set for us by Jesus Christ, our Lord?

Prayer: Gracious God, we turn to you in prayer, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. We come before you to seek your grace and your blessing in our
lives. We give you thanks for the joys that we have, both the joys that we have in our personal
lives and the joys that we lift up together as a community. We raise them all to you with thankful
hearts. We also come to you with our concerns, both those that we name together and the



concerns that we only speak in our hearts. But we know that when we share them with you,
Lord, that you listen to our every worry. We pray that you will be with us and comfort us in our
difficulties. We pray that you will rejoice with us in our celebrations. For we know that you are
with us in all things. You are there for us in the happy and the sad. You are there for us in the
confusion and the unknown. Because your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
We pray you will continue to bless us in our sorrow and our joy. That you will guide us in our
triumphs and our tragedies. May you always give us a new song that we may sing of your
guiding hand. And may you continue to walk with us all the days of our lives. All this we pray in
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, and our friend. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading
is from Ezekiel chapter 18 verses 21 through 32.

21 But if the wicked turn away from all the sins that they have committed, keep all my
regulations, and act justly and responsibly, they will surely live and not die. 22 None of the
sins that they committed will be held against them, but they will live because they do the
right things. 2 Do | take pleasure in the death of the wicked? says the Lord God. Certainly
not! If they change their ways, they will live. ?*If those who do the right thing turn from
righteousness and engage in the same detestable practices that the wicked committed, can
they do these things and live? None of their righteous deeds will be remembered. They will
die because of their treacheries and sins. %° But you say, “My Lord’s way doesn’t measure
up.” Listen, house of Israel, is it my ways that don’t measure up? Isn’t it your ways that don’t
measure up? ?¢ When those who do the right thing turn from their responsible ways and act
maliciously, they will die because of it. For their malicious acts they will die. 27 And when the
wicked turn from their wicked deeds and act justly and responsibly, they will preserve their
lives. 2 When they become alarmed and turn away from all their sins, they will surely live;
they won’t die. ?° Yet the house of Israel says, “My Lord’s way doesn’t measure up.” Is it my
ways that don’t measure up? Isn’t it your ways that don’t measure up, house of

Israel? 3° Therefore, | will judge each of you according to your ways, house of Israel. This is
what the Lord God says. Turn, turn away from all your sins. Don’t let them be sinful
obstacles for you. 3! Abandon all of your repeated sins. Make yourselves a new heart and a
new spirit. Why should you die, house of Israel? 32| most certainly don’t want anyone to die!
This is what the Lord God says. Change your ways, and live! (Ezekiel 18:21-32 CEB+)

Our second reading is from 1 John chapter 3, verses 13 through 18.

3 Don’t be surprised, brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. ¥ We know that we have
transferred from death to life, because we love the brothers and sisters. The person who
does not love remains in death. '* Everyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and
you know that murderers don’t have eternal life residing in them. ¢ This is how we know
love: Jesus laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and
sisters. 7 But if someone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but



refuses to help—how can the love of God dwell in a person like that? '8 Little children, let’s
not love with words or speech but with action and truth. (1 John 3:13-18 CEB+)

Our final reading is from Matthew chapter 18, verses 1 through 9.

! At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” 2 Then he called a little child over to sit among the disciples, 3and said, “I assure
you that if you don’t turn your lives around and become like this little child, you will
definitely not enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Those who humble themselves like this little
child will be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. ° Whoever welcomes one such child in
my name welcomes me. ¢ “As for whoever causes these little ones who believe in me to trip
and fall into sin, it would be better for them to have a huge stone hung around their necks
and be drowned in the bottom of the lake. ”How terrible it is for the world because of the
things that cause people to trip and fall into sin! Such things have to happen, but how
terrible it is for the person who causes those things to happen! éIf your hand or your foot
causes you to fall into sin, chop it off and throw it away. It’s better to enter into life crippled
or lame than to be thrown into the eternal fire with two hands or two feet. °If your eye
causes you to fall into sin, tear it out and throw it away. It’s better to enter into life with one
eye than to be cast into a burning hell with two eyes. (Matthew 18:1-9 CEB+)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This week we have a new song in our Word in Song series, and this time it is “On the
Turning Away,” sung by Pink Floyd. And | feel like this song very much has biblical messaging
in it, because it very much echoes what we hear throughout the Gospels and throughout the
rest of Scripture. Because the message that we have is that we cannot turn away from the
problems that we see in this world. That we cannot look around and see other people's
suffering and say that's just how it is. Because when we become complacent with the way
things are, we stop acting on them. And when we stop acting on them, we stop following
Christ.

| wanted to look at this idea of what it means to turn away. We have two different ideas
of turning. One is the one that we get directly from the song about turning away from those that
we see who are in need. We turn from what is good but we can also turn from doing what is
wrong. It's something that | think we hear in our reading from Ezekiel. | chose it because of the
fact that it is very much this idea of turning away. And we get two different turning aways in
Ezekiel. One is what happens when we turn away from God. When we turn away from our
responsibility to do the right thing, that we are turning away from life itself. But they give us
another turning away of what happens when we turn away from wickedness. And it sets up this
idea that people who think they are good, but do not act on it, are no better than those who are
wicked. And those who are wicked and turn away from their wickedness are immeasurably
better than people who see themselves as good in their own eyes but do nothing. That when
we turn away from our sins, it is turning away from the things we have done and the things we
have left undone. That is part of what you hear every week in our prayer of confession and
pardon, that we ask to be forgiven for the things that we do and the things that we don't do.
Because both are important and both are decisions. That when we turn away from doing the
right thing, we are making a choice not to act the way that Christ would expect us to act. That



we are called to do good in this world. Turning away from opportunities to do good is turning
away from Christ. We have that final word from Ezekiel, “change your ways and live.”

We also hear this in our epistle reading from 1 John. We have that line at the tail end
that | think sums up the entirety of it. “Little children, let's not love with words or speech but
with action and truth.” Because it's how we show that we do love Christ. This is exemplified
when we are told that we are supposed to love because Christ loves. That we know Jesus
loved because he laid down his life for us. So, we should lay down our lives for our brothers
and sisters. Because Christ shows us a selfless kind of love. But it points out a problem that if
someone has the ability to help and refuses to help, how can the love of God dwell in a person
like that? And it's not saying that God's love can't be in them, it's saying they are refusing to
have God's love in them. And | want to make that clear because it's not that they are
incompatible with God's love, it's that they refuse to let it in. Because they have the opportunity
to act and they turn away from the suffering of others. They turn away from the weak and the
weary. And they let that coldness inside remain. It's a reminder that we are of a community, a
community in Christ. That we are to love brothers and sisters. We overcome death to life
through Christ in love. And when we turn away from that love, we turn away from life itself.
Again, we have life in Christ and when we turn our back on him, we find only death.

This is again exemplified when we hear from Christ in our gospel reading from Matthew.
They want to know who the greatest is. He pulls up a child and says, “those who can humble
themselves like this child will be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes
one such child in my name welcomes me.” We turn away from pride. We turn from thinking
ourselves wise to be humble. But we also know that anyone who intentionally causes one of
those little ones to trip and fall, they'd be better if they were just not there at all than to cause
someone else to fall into sin. And this again comes with inaction. If you see someone in need
and you don't help them, you may be causing them to fall into sin. What we learn from all of this
is that it comes down to your own actions, your own abilities, your own thoughts and feelings.
That you are responsible for you. That no one else is responsible for your actions. No one is
going to force you to turn to doing good. No one is going to force you to turn to do evil. It is up
to you to stop turning away from those in need. It is up to you to resist seeing light changing
into shadow. To not have a heart of stone to care for those who are in need.

Jesus makes this hyperbolic point that | think exemplifies this message. That if your
hand or foot causes you to fall into sin, chop it off and throw it away because you're better off
not having that hand than to cause others to sin. If your eye causes you to sin, tear it out.
Throw it away. One of the things this points out is that it's not the person you see that's causing
sin to happen. It's you. It's not the things that your hands or your feet will touch that cause you
to sin. It is you. You are the one in charge of making sure that you do not sin and do not cause
others to sin. That it is you that is in charge of not falling away and not turning away from what
is right and what is good. And they're right. If your eye is going to pull you into sin, if you will
see things and they cause you to sin, it is not the responsibility of other people to stop doing
the thing that's causing you to sin. It is your responsibility to look away. It is your responsibility
to control yourself. Yes, we can encourage others to live better, to be better, to do better, to
help themselves, but it is not our job to tell other people how to behave to keep us from falling
into sin. Because it's our own actions and inactions that do that to us. Because we are



responsible for our lives. We are responsible for our faith. We are responsible for the things
that we do and the things that we do not do.

We have to be the ones to say that there'll be no more turning away from the weak and
the weary. No more turning away from the coldness inside. Just a world that we all must share.
It's not enough just to stand and stare. Because when we dream the dream of Christ, it is that
there will be no more turning away. Because we will see those in need and we will help. We will
see the good that we can do and do it. But we will do all that we can with all that we have to
follow Christ. And that we will help one another in love and kindness and compassion so that
there will be no more turning away. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Next Series — Our Vision

This series takes inspiration from the new vision statement of the United Methodist Church.
That we should love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously. These biblically inspired
themes are part of the way that we are to live a life in Christ together as a church. Each Sunday
we will take a look at one of those statements and what they mean to us in our lives as
Christians. So let us walk with Christ every step of the way as we share together in our vision
for a better tomorrow.

1/25: Love Boldly 2/1: Serve Joyfully 2/8: Lead Courageously
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