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Our Vision: Love Boldly 

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael – January 25 2026 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Readings: Leviticus 19:11-18; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 22:34-40 NRSVUE 

Reflection: Psalm 106 

 

Call to Worship: In Christ we have bold and confident access to God through faith in him. 

Know the love of Christ that is beyond knowledge so that you will be filled entirely with the 

fullness of God. Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by 

his power at work within us. Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus for all generations, 

forever and always. (Ephesians 3) 

Prayer: Eternal God, we seek your presence with us on this day. May you help us to remember 

your steadfast love and faithfulness from generation to generation. May we remember your 

goodness and mercy thar are from of old. We give thanks for the many ways in which you have 

touched our lives. That you are there to guide us and lead us so that we may know love. You 

show us that there is joy in the way that we serve one another as we serve you. Help us to 

grow in wisdom so that we may lead others in the way of righteousness. As we join together on 

this day, may you bless us that the song in our lips and the words of our hearts will be lifted up 

together so that we may praise you. By your Holy Spirit, help us to join together as one body, 

united as the people of your holy church. Help us to love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead 

courageously so that we may share the good news of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Reflection: Psalm 106 

1Praise the Lord! Give thanks to the Lord because he is good, because his faithful love 

endures forever. 2 Who could possibly repeat all of the Lord’s mighty acts or publicly recount 

all his praise? 3 The people who uphold justice, who always do what is right, are truly happy! 
4 Remember me, Lord, with the favor you show your people. Visit me with your saving help 5 

so I can experience the good things your chosen ones experience, so I can rejoice in the joy 

of your nation, so I can praise along with your possession. (Psalm 106:1-5 CEB+) 

We read the words of Psalm 106, and we hear of giving thanks to the Lord. That we should be 

grateful for his goodness and mercy. That we are happiest when we seek to walk in God’s 

ways. That we should remember justice and to do what is right. That our actions should 

express the faith that we have in God’s goodness. That we are a people together in the Lord. 

That we are called to love boldly just as Christ has loved us. What are ways that you can share 

love with the community? Who is it you can lift up in your prayers this week? Who could use an 

extra phone call right now? Maybe there is someone you can send a card to? How can you 

share the love of God with others in this new year? 

Prayer: Gracious God, we turn to you in prayer, knowing that you are always more ready to 

hear than we are to speak. We come before you to seek your grace and your blessing in our 

lives. We give you thanks for the joys that we have, both the joys that we have in our personal 

lives and the joys that we lift up together as a community. We raise them all to you with thankful 
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hearts. We also come to you with our concerns, both those that we name together and the 

concerns that we only speak in our hearts. But we know that when we share them with you, 

Lord, that you listen to our every worry. We pray that you will be with us and comfort us in our 

difficulties. We pray that you will rejoice with us in our celebrations. For we know that you are 

with us in all things. You are there for us in the happy and the sad. You are there for us in the 

confusion and the unknown. Because your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us. 

We pray you will continue to bless us in our sorrow and our joy. That you will guide us in our 

triumphs and our tragedies. May you always help us to love, to serve, and to lead by your 

gracious hand. And may you continue to walk with us all the days of our lives. All this we pray 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, and our friend. Amen. 

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, 

O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 

Sermon:  

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading 

is from Leviticus chapter 19 verses 11 through 18. 

11 You must not steal nor deceive nor lie to each other. 12 You must not swear falsely by my 

name, desecrating your God’s name in doing so; I am the Lord. 13 You must not oppress 

your neighbors or rob them. Do not withhold a hired laborer’s pay overnight. 14 You must 

not insult a deaf person or put some obstacle in front of a blind person that would cause 

them to trip. Instead, fear your God; I am the Lord. 15 You must not act unjustly in a legal 

case. Do not show favoritism to the poor or deference to the great; you must judge your 

fellow Israelites fairly. 16 Do not go around slandering your people. Do not stand by while 

your neighbor’s blood is shed; I am the Lord. 17 You must not hate your fellow Israelite in 

your heart. Rebuke your fellow Israelite strongly, so you don’t become responsible for his 

sin. 18 You must not take revenge nor hold a grudge against any of your people; instead, you 

must love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord. (Leviticus 19:11-18 CEB+)  

Our second reading is from Romans chapter 13, verses 8 through 14. 

8 Don’t be in debt to anyone, except for the obligation to love each other. Whoever loves 

another person has fulfilled the Law. 9 The commandments, Don’t commit adultery, don’t 

murder, don’t steal, don’t desire what others have, and any other commandments, are all 

summed up in one word: You must love your neighbor as yourself. 10 Love doesn’t do 

anything wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is what fulfills the Law. 11 As you do all this, 

you know what time it is. The hour has already come for you to wake up from your sleep. 

Now our salvation is nearer than when we first had faith. 12 The night is almost over, and the 

day is near. So let’s get rid of the actions that belong to the darkness and put on the 

weapons of light. 13 Let’s behave appropriately as people who live in the day, not in partying 

and getting drunk, not in sleeping around and obscene behavior, not in fighting and 

obsession. 14 Instead, dress yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, and don’t plan to indulge 

your selfish desires. (Romans 13:8-14 CEB+) 

Our final reading is from Matthew chapter 22, verses 34 through 40. 
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 34 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the Sadducees speechless, they met 

together. 35 One of them, a legal expert, tested him. 36 “Teacher, what is the greatest 

commandment in the Law?” 37 He replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your being, and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and greatest 

commandment. 39 And the second is like it: You must love your neighbor as you love 

yourself. 40 All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands.” 

(Matthew 22:34-40 CEB+) 

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

This week marks the beginning of a three-week series in which we explore the United 

Methodist Church's new vision statement. This vision statement is part of the way that we are 

meant to live out our role in the church. Our vision statement is in the direction the church is 

going and how we will accomplish the mission of the church. I feel like maybe I should start by 

mentioning what the mission statement of the church is. The mission of the church is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Our vision statement gives us the 

idea of how we will do that. Our vision statement in its new form reads, “the United Methodist 

Church forms disciples of Jesus Christ who empowered by the Holy Spirit love boldly, serve 

joyfully, and lead courageously in local communities and worldwide connections.” And those 

are the three things that we're going to look at over the next three weeks. Love boldly, serve 

joyfully, and lead courageously.  

We begin this first one with that idea of loving boldly. We explore what it means to love 

boldly because we hear a lot about love in Scripture. But not all love is bold. To understand 

that boldness of love, we look to our readings today. I start with our gospel reading. Because a 

Pharisee asks Jesus what the greatest commandment in the law is. And Jesus replies with two. 

The first is that you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all 

your mind. And that that is the first and the greatest commandment. The second though is like 

it. You must love your neighbor as yourself. And Jesus puts that all the law and the prophets 

depend on these two commands. That without them everything falls apart. That you can sum 

up the entirety of the law with these two commands. And I think that's rather impressive. I think 

it's impressive because of the fact that it really does sum up everything. I think the boldest part 

of this is the idea of loving your neighbor as yourself. Because we can only do that if we truly 

love God. And we can only do it if we can love ourselves, allowing us to love our neighbors. 

When we look at this, we hear Jesus saying that we should love God first. And I think that's very 

good. That if we're to love boldly, it means that we hand over our everything to God. That we 

give our whole selves to God so that God can help us to be the people we need to be. To love 

as boldly as Christ loves. Jesus is not, however, saying anything that we haven't heard in 

Scripture before. 

I mention this because I think it's important that this is not a New Testament concept. 

This is an Old Testament concept. And it's one that we hear in Leviticus. We get a slew of 

things that we should be careful about in Leviticus. They really help to put into focus what it 

means to love our neighbor as ourselves. Because we hear about all the different things that 

we have to refrain from doing. We get that line, “you must love your neighbor as yourself.” I 

mention this because I think it's important we understand that this concept of loving God and 

loving your neighbor as yourself is a direct quotation of the Old Testament. Because those 
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ideas were always there. I mention this now because sometimes we get the idea that the Old 

Testament is all judgment and the New Testament is when we find the love. But I mention it 

here because loving God and loving your neighbor as the fulfillment of the law takes us back 

into Leviticus. We hear how we should love our neighbor and it gives us some of the ideas of 

how we love boldly. Because love does not oppress our neighbor. Love does not steal. Love 

does not lie. But it also means that we do not show favoritism or partiality to anyone. That we 

are to be fair and truthful. And that we are to refrain from hate. Because if we hate a neighbor, 

we cannot love them. I think this is important because part of that bold love is willingness to 

love someone as yourself. And we are a very self-censored society. We often play everything 

off as everything is the individual. We are called to love boldly because it means loving the way 

that we are called to love and not based on what other people do and say. That our love for our 

neighbor is not conditional based on what our neighbor does. Because you can love someone 

and want to hold them accountable. You can love someone and think they're doing something 

wrong. But you love them so that you can learn to help them.  

We hear about this in Romans. Because Paul really is looking at loving in a very bold 

way. With the only debt that we ever owe to anyone is the obligation to love one another. And I 

think that's an important thing to know. I think it's an important thing to have. I think it's an 

important thing for us to understand. That we hear all the things that we should do under the 

law. We know that the law is summed up with loving God and loving your neighbor as yourself. 

Because love doesn't do anything wrong to a neighbor. Love is what keeps us from harming 

one another. And you can relate this back to Wesley's rules of doing no harm, doing good, and 

staying in love with God. When we love we don't harm other people. When we love we take 

care of people. We let our actions speak for us. That we dress ourselves with Christ. And 

instead of being selfish, we learn to love others as we love ourselves. We love God with our 

whole heart so that we can love one another. 

I think that when we have this idea of how we love boldly, it is very much this idea that 

we stop thinking of only ourselves and we give ourselves over to God so that our whole heart 

lets us love. That instead of loving someone in spite of something, we love someone without 

ever passing judgment. We forget about the things we are supposed to measure and we simply 

love. Not judging people as we love. Not measuring people to see if they measure up to our 

love. That we refrain from thinking of all the ways that people aren't deserving and we consider 

people as people worthy of being loved because Christ loved them first. Because if Christ loves 

you and loves me and loves everyone, we should be able to learn to love that boldly. Because 

that is something he teaches us is that his love is not offered conditionally. His love is not 

offered because we were good enough to be loved. His love is not offered because we were 

righteous enough. That we upheld the law enough. No, we love boldly because that is how 

Jesus loves us. That bold love goes with him everywhere. He loves the people who are the 

least and the last. He loves the immigrant, the orphan, the widow. He loves the people that no 

one else wants to touch. He loves the people no one else wants to be seen with. He loves the 

people that everyone else scorns. When he sees people that are hungry, he feeds them. When 

he sees those who are in need, he cares for them. When he sees an injustice, he stands up 

against it. That is the bold love that we are called to have in our hearts as part of our vision. I 

think it's important that we embrace that vision. Because it is how we live out our love in Christ. 

It is how we direct our love. It is how we express our love of God. Because we show that we 

love God in the way that we love his children. It can be hard to be bold. I understand that. We 



5 

 

often hesitate. We are often nervous because being bold means being outspoken. It means 

letting people see that the love is for them. That we are not shying away from letting others 

know that they are loved. It means we put ourselves on the line the way that Christ did. And 

that can be hard. But we never do it alone because Jesus is always with us. Always helping us 

to remember that we are a people who love boldly because Christ has given us the strength we 

need. 

I think back to our vision statement. That if we are to make disciples of Jesus Christ, we 

can only do so by loving. In these coming weeks we will learn about how to love boldly, to 

serve joyfully, and lead courageously. Because it is the example set for us in scripture is the 

example set for us by our Savior. That when we learn to love boldly, that we teach others how 

to love boldly. And when we all share in that love, we share in the grace, the peace, and the 

mercy that our God gives us. That we may live together in peace and in harmony. Because 

when we learn to love one another, we learn to understand one another. And when we 

understand one another, we can think and let think. We can value the differences that we have. 

Because we know that our love overcomes any difference. Because together we are the body 

of Christ. So let us remember that. That we may love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead 

courageously to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. That all may 

know peace, justice, and hope. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you. 

Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us 

mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have 

done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and 

lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive 

us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or 

you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs 

your support to keep doing all the important work that we do. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in 

the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Our Current Series – Our Vision 

This series takes inspiration from the new vision statement of the United Methodist Church. 

That we should love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously. These biblically inspired 

themes are part of the way that we are to live a life in Christ together as a church. Each Sunday 

we will take a look at one of those statements and what they mean to us in our lives as 

Christians. So let us walk with Christ every step of the way as we share together in our vision 

for a better tomorrow.  

1/25: Love Boldly 2/1: Serve Joyfully 2/8: Lead Courageously  
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