Our Vision: Serve Joyfully

Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — February 1 2026

4" Sunday after Epiphany

Readings: Psalm 100; 1 Peter 4:8-11; John 13:12-17 NRSVUE

Reflection: Psalm 113

Call to Worship: You who serve the Lord joyfully, bless the Lord now! All who minister in the
Lord’s house day and night, bless God! Lift up your hands to God’s sanctuary and bless the
Lord! May the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth, bless you and keep you! (Psalm 134)

Prayer: Eternal God, we seek your presence with us on this day. May you help us to remember
your steadfast love and faithfulness from generation to generation. May we remember your
goodness and mercy thar are from of old. We give thanks for the many ways in which you have
touched our lives. That you are there to guide us and lead us so that we may know love. You
show us that there is joy in the way that we serve one another as we serve you. Help us to
grow in wisdom so that we may lead others in the way of righteousness. As we join together on
this day, may you bless us that the song in our lips and the words of our hearts will be lifted up
together so that we may praise you. By your Holy Spirit, help us to join together as one body,
united as the people of your holy church. Help us to love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead
courageously so that we may share the good news of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 113

"Praise the Lord! You who serve the Lord—praise! Praise the Lord’s name! 2 Let the Lord’s
name be blessed from now until forever from now! 2 From sunrise to sunset, let the Lord’s
name be praised! # The Lord is high over all the nations; God'’s glory is higher than the skies!
>Who could possibly compare to the Lord our God? God rules from on high; ¢ he has to come
down to even see heaven and earth! 7 God lifts up the poor from the dirt and raises up the
needy from the garbage pile éto seat them with leaders— with the leaders of his own people!
9God nests the once barren woman at home— now a joyful mother with children! Praise

the Lord! (Psalm 113 CEB+)

We read the words of Psalm 113, and we hear of praising the Lord. That we should be grateful
for his goodness and mercy. That we are happiest when we seek to walk in God’s ways. That
we should remember how God cares for the least and the last. That our actions should express
the joy that we have in God’s goodness. That we are called to serve joyfully just as Christ has
demonstrated for us. What are ways that you can joyfully serve your community? Who is it you
can lift up in your prayers this week? Who could you reach out to this week? Who is it that may
need some extra prayers in the week to come? Who can you love by your service this week?
How can you share the love of God with others in this new year?

Prayer: Gracious God, we turn to you in prayer, knowing that you are always more ready to
hear than we are to speak. We come before you to seek your grace and your blessing in our
lives. We give you thanks for the joys that we have, both the joys that we have in our personal
lives and the joys that we lift up together as a community. We raise them all to you with thankful



hearts. We also come to you with our concerns, both those that we name together and the
concerns that we only speak in our hearts. But we know that when we share them with you,
Lord, that you listen to our every worry. We pray that you will be with us and comfort us in our
difficulties. We pray that you will rejoice with us in our celebrations. For we know that you are
with us in all things. You are there for us in the happy and the sad. You are there for us in the
confusion and the unknown. Because your steadfast love and faithfulness are always with us.
We pray you will continue to bless us in our sorrow and our joy. That you will guide us in our
triumphs and our tragedies. May you always help us to love, to serve, and to lead by your
gracious hand. And may you continue to walk with us all the days of our lives. All this we pray
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, and our friend. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading
is from Psalm 100.

'Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth! 2Serve the Lord with celebration! Come
before him with shouts of joy! ®* Know that the Lord is God— he made us; we belong to him.
We are his people, the sheep of his own pasture. # Enter his gates with thanks; enter his
courtyards with praise! Thank him! Bless his name! ° Because the Lord is good, his loyal
love lasts forever; his faithfulness lasts generation after generation. (Psalm 100 CEB+)

Our second reading is from 1 Peter chapter 4, verses 8 through 11.

8 Above all, show sincere love to each other, because love brings about the forgiveness of
many sins. 2 Open your homes to each other without complaining. "° And serve each other
according to the gift each person has received, as good managers of God’s diverse

gifts. " Whoever speaks should do so as those who speak God’s word. Whoever serves
should do so from the strength that God furnishes. Do this so that in everything God may be
honored through Jesus Christ. To him be honor and power forever and always. Amen.

(1 Peter 4:8-11 CEB+)

Ouir final reading is from John chapter 13, verses 12 through 17.

2 After he washed the disciples’ feet, he put on his robes and returned to his place at the
table. He said to them, “Do you know what I've done for you? 3 You call me ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord,” and you speak correctly, because | am. If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed
your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet. *| have given you an example: Just as |
have done, you also must do. "] assure you, servants aren’t greater than their master, nor
are those who are sent greater than the one who sent them. '” Since you know these things,
you will be happy if you do them. (John 13:12-17 CEB+)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This week we move into the second part of a series about “Our Vision” in which we
explore the United Methodist Church's new vision statement. | wanted to reiterate what that



vision statement is, because | know that last week, without having in-person services, not
everybody might have caught it. If you are interested in hearing the first part of this series, | do
have print versions of it. And it is always on my website, where you can catch up on any of my
past sermons. They are all located there in print, audio, and video versions. So, the vision
statement is part of the way that we are meant to live out our role in the Church. Our vision
statement is the direction the Church is going, and how we will accomplish the mission of the
Church. The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world. Our vision statement gives us the concept of how we are going to accomplish that
goal. Our vision statement reads, “The United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus
Christ, who, empowered by the Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously in
local communities and worldwide connections.” Those are the three things that we are going to
be looking at. Last week was love boldly. This week is serve joyfully. And next week is lead
courageously. So, we take a look at what it is to serve joyfully.

To look at that, we turn to our Scripture readings for the day. The first is from the
Psalms, specifically Psalm 100. It made me wonder about something. When was the last time
you shouted for joy at the Lord? When was the last time that you lifted up your voice and cried
out with thanks? As Methodists, sometimes | think we are a little more subdued in our
emotional responses. We contemplate, and we nod, and we take everything in, and we
experience very deeply. But sometimes we don't show it in that way of coming in with shouts of
joy. But it's what we hear in the Psalm. We should enter the gates with thanks. We should bless
God with loud voices, thankful for his love. That we should shout triumphantly. That speaks to
the type of joy we should have with God, that it should be overflowing. It should be so big, it
takes over everything about us. We have that kind of joy so that we can share that kind of joy.
But the way that we are called to share it is through serving. Because when we serve the Lord,
it means we serve each other.

Jesus highlights why that's so important. In a reading from John, Jesus has washed the
disciples' feet, the act of a servant, not of a master. But Jesus redefines that action, because he
claims it with power. Because it becomes something that you do to serve others, because you
have chosen that path. And the difference is that often when we hear about servants and
masters in the Bible, it is very much a power dynamic. It is a master ruling over those that
serve. That there are clear cut divisions. But Jesus pushes against that. He may be the master,
but he serves the people around him. It's not that the servant is greater than the master,
because it comes down to the one who sent them. If we are sent by God, we know we're not
greater than God. So, we serve God joyfully, which means we serve each other. Jesus
exemplifies servant leadership. He leads by example instead of with force. He is helping others,
not forcing others to be subservient to him. He gladly shows care and compassion, and that he
happily serves others, because it means he is serving the Father. That's the type of joy that we
should have when we help others. When we help each other, it is not out of any need to feel
greater than anyone else. It's not out of a need to control anyone else. It is because serving
others is what we do to show love, and it's how we serve God. We serve joyfully because we
should always celebrate when we get to serve God. And when we serve each other, we are
serving God.

We hear this from 1 Peter, that we should show love to each other. We open our homes
to each other, and we serve each other using the gifts that God has given us. Because God
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gives us the strength to serve. It does take strength to serve, because there's a certain amount
of self, a certain amount of ego that we overcome to be able to serve one another. There is a
certain amount of selfishness we have to put aside if we are to truly serve one another, to be in
the image of Christ. There is a certain amount of pride that we set aside so that we can serve
another person with joy. It's something that we recognize when we come to the communion
table, because we come as equals. We come together to be fed. We come together to share.
And we serve one another because it is a sign of the love that we have for Christ. It is a sign of
the strength that we have from God. It is a sign of how we are to live every day. That God gives
us the strength we need to serve joyfully.

| think that's the type of strength that we really need right now. The world can be a scary
and confusing place sometimes. It can be a difficult place to navigate. We are not always sure
what our response should be to every situation. Sometimes it can feel overwhelming. But I'm
reminded that | always have joy in Christ. Because of that joy, | can serve him. And | remember
what he said: “Just as | have done, you also must do.” It gives me something simple | can do.
Because even when I'm not sure what | should be doing in this world, | know that if | can help
someone else, | am following my Savior. If | can do nothing else today, if | can show love to my
neighbor, | have done something | can be joyful about. If | can even just help one person, even
if it is just making them feel better to bring the peace of Christ to someone else, | can have joy
in how | have served the Lord. We sometimes lose sight of how all of those little things work
together. Because | think if everyone could serve someone else with a little bit of joy, | do think
this world would be a better place. If we can share the love of Christ with just one other person
every day, | think this world would always be a better place.

| think if we could learn to serve joyfully in all that we are, in all that we do, | do think we
would make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. So maybe we should
shout with joy. Maybe we should start the day with a rousing cry, thanking God for another day
and another opportunity to serve. That we can raise our voices. That we can praise God the
Father as we love our neighbor, as we celebrate our Savior, as we are guided by the Holy
Spirit. That we may love boldly. That we may serve joyfully. That we may lead courageously.
Let us shout with joy that our God gives us the strength always to do more, to be more, and to
love more. Amen.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon: God, you are with us even when we turn away from you.
Guide us back into your loving arms. Judge us not by the perfection of our actions but show us
mercy and love. We have strayed like lost sheep from your ways, failing both in what we have
done and what we have failed to do. Bring us back into your fold that you may guide us and
lead us in all things. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us and forgive
us. May we walk in your love and trust your ways. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you. May the Lord forgive all your sins and lift you up in love
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and by the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer



Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Our Current Series — Our Vision

This series takes inspiration from the new vision statement of the United Methodist Church.
That we should love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously. These biblically inspired
themes are part of the way that we are to live a life in Christ together as a church. Each Sunday
we will take a look at one of those statements and what they mean to us in our lives as
Christians. So let us walk with Christ every step of the way as we share together in our vision
for a better tomorrow.

1/25: Love Boldly 2/1: Serve Joyfully 2/8: Lead Courageously
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