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3 Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; Romans 12:1-13; Luke 9:1-6 NRSVUE
Reflection: Psalm 126

Call to Worship: | will bless the Lord at all times; his praise will always be in my mouth. | praise
the Lord—Iet the suffering listen and rejoice. Magnify the Lord with me! Together let us lift his
name up high! | sought the Lord and he answered me. He delivered me from all my fears.
(Psalm 34)

Prayer: Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ you overcame death and opened to us the door
of eternal life. You have felt our pain and our sorrow and seen fit to give us hope. Renew and
refresh us in your Holy Spirit as we celebrate the community we have in you. Let us celebrate
the joy that we find in your steadfast love and faithfulness. Let the light of our Lord’s
resurrection lift our hearts on this day. Guide us and lead us in worship this day so that we may
praise your name. Lift up our hearts that we may sing of your miraculous salvation. May your
love bless us this day so that we may love one another more deeply. Help us to celebrate the
empty tomb as a sign of your great love for us. May we be freed from slavery to sin and death
and arise into a life of righteousness through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 126

126 When the Lord changed Zion’s circumstances for the better, it was like we had been
dreaming. 2 Our mouths were suddenly filled with laughter; our tongues were filled with joyful
shouts. It was even said, at that time, among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for
them!” 3 Yes, the Lord has done great things for us, and we are overjoyed. 4 Lord, change our
circumstances for the better, like dry streams in the desert waste! °Let those who plant with
tears reap the harvest with joyful shouts. ¢ Let those who go out, crying and carrying their
seed, come home with joyful shouts, carrying bales of grain! (Psalm 126 CEB+)

We read the words of Psalm 126 and hear of how God gives us joy. That together as a
community, we are given hope and laughter. That we are called to remember all that the Lord
has done for us so that we can celebrate them with one another. How are you celebrating the
resurrection of our Lord? Who can you be lifting up in your joyful prayers in the week ahead?
What can you do to help out a neighbor in need? How can we prepare our hearts and our lives
to be ready for all things with Christ?

Prayer: O God, our rainbow, our dove, our promised land: In the resurrection of your Son you
have brought us into your ark. Protect us from storms and ferry us to your welcoming shore.
We thank you for all you have already done and the great love that has been shown to us. We
lift up our joys and our concerns, bringing all things before you. We share with you the worries
that we have spoken aloud. We share the celebrations that we have lifted up together. Help us
to also share the silent pleadings from within. May we experience your grace in our laughter



and our tears as you guide us through the unknown. May you strengthen us in sorrow and in
rejoicing, knowing you are with us. Help us to remember the promise we share as a community
this day. And may you guide us in love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Alleluia.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the New Revised Standard Version Updated
Edition Bible. Our first reading is from Acts chapter 2, verses 42 through 47.

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. 3 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were
being done through the apostles. “ All who believed were together and had all things in
common; “*they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all,
as any had need. “¢ Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 4 praising God and having
the goodwiill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who
were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47 NRSVUE™)

Our second reading is from Romans chapter 12, verses 1 through 13.

12 | appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act
of worship. 2Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the
mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect. 2 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and
not all the members have the same function, ®*so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,
and individually we are members one of another. ¢ We have gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; “ ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; 8the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. ° Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold
fast to what is good; "° love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing
honor. ' Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. '? Rejoice in hope; be patient
in affliction; persevere in prayer. '3 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality
to strangers. (Romans 12:1-13 NRSVUE™)

Our final reading is from Luke chapter 9, verses 1 through 6.

9 Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all
demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and
to heal the sick. 2 He said to them, “Take nothing for your journey: no staff, nor bag, nor
bread, nor money—not even an extra tunic. * Whatever house you enter, stay there, and
leave from there. ° Wherever they do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town shake



3

the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” ¢ So they departed and went through the
villages, bringing the good news and curing diseases everywhere. (Luke 9:1-6 NRSVUE™)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

| wanted to think about the community today and the readings that we have help us to
think about our Christian community. One of the reasons | wanted to think about it is that it's
one of the things that really binds us together as Methodists. Methodism has always been
about the way that we do things together. Its focus has always been on small groups, and it has
always been something that we do together. Christianity itself is something that requires
community and cannot be done by yourself. Because the essence of Christianity is to love God
and to love your neighbor and the only way you can love your neighbor is to have a neighbor.
Part of what | wanted to talk about though is the importance that this community has had in my
own life and how it got me to where | am today .| wanted to talk about it because | think
sometimes we forget that one of the most important things we can share with somebody else
to let them know why we are Christians is the story of why we believe. The story of how we
reached our current position in faith. | wanted to talk about it that way because | think we all
have a story to tell but we don't always think it's worth hearing.

Now, the readings we have for today just help to encourage us to think about the
community. In Acts we hear about the way that everyone comes together with many wonders
and signs. They share everything they can together. One of the things that they do is that they
break bread together and they eat together. They share their time together and in doing so
they really grow the community. Because people can feel like they belong. In Romans we hear
all about how we are of one body in Christ. That we share in that unity together. That we are
one together in Christ. We remember this so that we may support each other. That we can
contribute so that everyone does their part to support the community. In Luke we hear about
how the disciples go about and they are called not to bring anything with them because they
should rely on the kindness of others. | believe that this is a way of showing their faith and
building community. Because when they show up, they aren't expecting anything really,
beyond compassion. They are expecting to be shown the kind of care and compassion that
they will be showing. Because they go and they bring the good news and they cure diseases.
They do all of these things to support the people they are visiting. They will find out if the
people are just going to take or if they will be a community.

| wanted to talk about all those examples because | think that one of the things we have
to be able to do is talk about how community matters in our own lives. So, | thought | would
share a little bit about my own faith journey. Because something that | often tell people and
maybe | don't tell them enough is that | hadn't really thought about going into ministry until
somebody else suggested it. | did not grow up feeling the call to go into ministry. It was not
something that had been laid on me at any point that | noticed. Now one might think that going
into ministry without having any kind of call would be crazy, but | did have a call. The thing was
is that | didn't really recognize it until someone else saw it first. Because of that | recognize
intrinsically how important community is because of how blind we can be to seeing things in
our own lives. Because we can become so used to life that we may not notice the obvious
things that are right in front of us.



Now for me, | was in a transition period. | had just closed one chapter of my life, and |
wasn't sure what direction | wanted to go in. I've said this before but it's worth saying again, |
didn't grow up in the church. My roots in the church began as an adult. As | got more involved
in the church | felt moved to do even more. | happened to be working in the church office
helping to put together our social media presence, helping to update the church's website, and
get the church ready to have wi-fi. All skills that | had, and | was able to use them to do my part
at the church. | was happy about that. But at the same time, | had also been going to study
groups, and | had become more and more involved. Now what | didn't notice and that my
pastor did was that as | became more involved, | started showing that | was good at
communicating. That | could take these ideas that | found within scripture, and | could turn
them into fully fleshed out thoughts. And | could explain them. That | had a passion for studying
scripture and understanding it and then communicating it. My pastor saw that in me, and he
wanted to know if | had ever thought about taking that any further. | had to stop and think about
that. | wasn't sure. | really hadn't thought about it before then. | enjoyed my time at the church,
but | had never filled in at the pulpit. | hadn't even led a class of my own. But something clicked
in that moment and | thought maybe | could. It was something | was going to have to pray
about. And | did. What | found was | had so much support. So many people seeing what | could
not. | was reminded of why it's important to have community because the more | talked to
people the more | found out it was apparently obvious to others and it just hadn't been to me.
The more | prayed about it and the more | sat with it the more | came to think maybe this could
be me. That maybe this is where God is calling me and | agreed to fill in one Sunday.

Now there's something else | need to mention at this point. | have incredible anxiety. |
am not very good in a crowd. | know some of you might be questioning the validity of that
statement but it's true. I'm not terribly good at being in a crowd and | honestly thought that was
going to be my biggest barrier to going into ministry. | thought | would clam up in front of
people, and | would never be able to preach a day in my life because | would be overwhelmed.
As it turns out, this is one of the few places where my anxiety seems to fade away to nothing. It
is one of the few places that | feel completely at ease and it was something | didn't expect. That
first time that | filled in on a Sunday morning | felt no fear, no worry, no panic. | felt like | was
home. | think that was really the moment | realized this is where | should be and | never looked
back. | realized where God wanted me to be and | went there and | learned to listen. Not just to
myself, not just to the community around me, not just to God but to all of them combined.
Because | don't know that | would have known what God had in store for me if it had been for
the people around me that could see what | couldn't. | took the time to stop and listen and to be
and that changed everything for me. | wanted to share this part of my story today because we
each have a story to tell. We each have our part of the community that we can share with each
other. | want us to remember that it's a story God has given us that we can share with others so
that they can find their place in the community. But they can only find it if we are willing to
share. Amen.



Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Our Next Series — Easter Spirit

Our series is all about how we let the resurrection transform our lives. We will have a focus this
year on the Spirit. Each week will look at another aspect of the Spirit and how it transforms how
we live. This series will take us through Pentecost and Trinity Sunday. How can we let the
resurrection of Jesus continue to transform our lives all the year round? We celebrate the
resurrection of Christ as we rejoice in the Spirit.

5/3: Spirit and Glory 5/10: Spirit of Truth 5/17: Spirit Approaches
5/24: Spirit is Here 5/31: Spirit of Goodness
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