Easter Spirit: Spirit Is Here
Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — May 24 2026

Pentecost Sunday
Readings: Acts 2:1-21; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23 NRSVue
Reflection: Psalm 104:27-30

Call to Worship: Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. Let your good spirit lead me on
a level path. For your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life. In your righteousness bring me
out of trouble. (Psalm 143)

Prayer: Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ you overcame death and opened to us the door
of eternal life. You have felt our pain and our sorrow and seen fit to give us hope. Renew and
refresh us in your Holy Spirit as we strive to do your will and to share in all that you have shown
us in Christ. Let us celebrate the joy that we find in your steadfast love and faithfulness. Let the
light of our Lord’s resurrection lift our hearts on this day. Guide us and lead us in worship
together so that we may praise your name. Lift up our hearts that we may sing of your
miraculous salvation. May your love bless us this day so that we may love one another more
deeply. Help us to celebrate the empty tomb as a sign of your great love for us. May we be
freed from slavery to sin and death and arise into a life of righteousness through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 104:27-30

27 These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 2 when you give to them, they
gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. #° When you hide
your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their
dust. 3°When you send forth your spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the
ground. (Psalm 104:27-30 NRSVUE™)

We read the words of Psalm 104, and we hear of God sending forth the Holy Spirit. That we
find comfort and hope when we know God is with that. That the Lord gathers us and helps us
whenever we call upon him. Do you feel renewed in the Holy Spirit? Do you feel rejuvenated
when you know God’s presence? Who can you be lifting up in your joyful prayers in the week
ahead? What can you do to help out a neighbor in need? How can we prepare our hearts and
our lives to be ready for all things with Christ?

Prayer: O God, when all things come to their end, you bring us into the city of resurrection of
your Son. Shelter every nation and tongue with your Spirit. We thank you for all you have
already done and the great love that has been shown to us. We lift up our joys and our
concerns, bringing all things before you. We share with you the worries that we have spoken
aloud. We share the celebrations that we have lifted up together. Help us to also share the
silent pleadings from within. May we experience your grace in our laughter and our tears as
you guide us through the unknown. May you strengthen us in sorrow and in rejoicing, knowing
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you are with us. Help us to remember the promise we share in the gift of the Holy Spirit on this
day. And may you guide us in love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Alleluia.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the New Revised Standard Version Updated

Edition Bible. Our first reading is from Acts chapter 2, verses 1 through 21.

2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. ° Now there were devout Jews from every
people under heaven living in Jerusalem. ¢ And at this sound the crowd gathered and was
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of

each. " Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking

Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? ° Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and

Asia, ° Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, "' Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” ? All were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” ' But others sneered and said, “They are
filled with new wine.” ' But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them, “Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what | say. ° Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning. "¢ No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 7 ‘In the last days it will
be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams. ® Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days | will pour out
my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. ™ And | will show portents in the heaven above and signs
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 2° The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 2! Then
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ (Acts 2:1-21 NRSVue*)

Our second reading is from 1 Corinthians chapter 12, verses 3b through 13.

35No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. * Now there are varieties of gifts
but the same Spirit, *and there are varieties of services but the same Lord, ¢and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. & To one is given through the
Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the
same Spirit, °to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit, °to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the



discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. "' All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one
individually just as the Spirit chooses. 2 For just as the body is one and has many members,
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. '3 For in
the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we
were all made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 NRSVue*)

Our final reading is from John chapter 20 verses 19 through 23.

" When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 2° After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2" Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 3 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:19-23 NRSVue*)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This week for Pentecost, we look at how the Spirit is here. We reflect on the arrival of
the Holy Spirit among the apostles. We reflect on what it means that we have the Spirit with us
in all that we are and in all that we do. That we have this presence, God with us always and
everywhere. We look at the way that it not only binds us together, but the way that it
overcomes barriers to draw us to one another. Because one of the things that we see is that
the Holy Spirit is for all. That is one of the things made clear in our readings today.

| wanted to start just with the Gospel of John. Because Jesus stands among his followers
and blesses them, encouraging that peace be with them. When he goes to send them out, he
breathes out over them, asking them to receive the Holy Spirit. It is in this instance in John that
he is commissioning them to go forth. That as he had been sent to them, he is now sending
them to everyone else. He is sending them out into the world now that they have this
companion. Over the last few weeks, we have been working through John. We have been
hearing Jesus preparing the disciples for exactly this moment. Preparing them to have the
Spirit. Preparing them for what comes next. They are entering their part of the story. That it is
time for them to start on their own journey. They have been following Jesus this whole time,
and now it's time for them to set out on their own. But he is not leaving them alone. He is not
abandoning them. He is giving them the Holy Spirit so that they have that presence that when
they go out on their own, that they will have God's presence with them everywhere. That no
matter what happens from this point forward, they will be taken care of. That they are being
prepared for a larger mission. Not just will they be following Jesus and learning from him, they
are being sent out to make disciples themselves. They are being sent out to gather people to
them.

We hear about this in greater detail in Acts, when there we have the account of
Pentecost. The Holy Spirit descends upon them and grants them the ability to truly reach out to
the people around them. That the Holy Spirit descends upon them like divided tongues of fire



and they are able to reach out to people across borders, across all separations that they could
have. They reach out with a whole list of people that can understand them. Because the Holy
Spirit is making it so that they can be understood. That when they speak in tongues, it is not
nonsense that no one can understand. It is not something that a special interpreter is needed
for. It does not cause confusion but causes clarity. Because everyone can hear in their own
language. So that they can share the story of Christ. That they can share God's plan for all
people. When Peter speaks to the crowd to explain what is happening, he quotes the Old
Testament. He quotes the prophet Joel, and the part that he is quoting from Joel is about the
way that the Holy Spirit will come upon all people. This reading from Joel is a radical thing to
read. Because the Spirit will come upon all flesh. Not just the children of Israel. Not just the
men of the priesthood. Everyone. Sons and daughters alike will prophesy. They will have the
Holy Spirit. Gender is not a factor for the Holy Spirit. Age is not a factor for the Holy Spirit.
Because young men will see visions and old men will dream dreams. Social status is not a
factor for the Holy Spirit. Because even slaves will have the Holy Spirit and will prophesy. |
want to make clear what it means to prophesy. It is to speak God's truth. We often get this idea
of foretelling, telling the future, speaking things that are going to happen in the future. The
bigger thing that we see, and what | feel is the most important thing, is that prophecy is
speaking the truth of God. It doesn't matter if it is the right now or if it is a future event. It is
speaking God's truth. It doesn't require fortune telling. It doesn't require future sight. It is telling
the truth of God. And who will have access to it? Everyone. Because the biggest things dividing
people in their society have been thrown out the window. Because it won't be based on
gender. It won't be based on social status. It won't be based on age. And it won't be based on
nationality or race. Because we saw how the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles. And
who could hear them? Everyone.

Because they are proclaiming that all nations and all languages are welcome. That all
people are welcome. Male and female, old and young, slave and free. All have access because
the Spirit is here. Here. Because everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
And what will the Spirit do? As we hear in 1 Corinthians, the Spirit gives gifts. Some wisdom,
some knowledge. Another faith, another healing. All of these things come to all people through
the Spirit. Some discernment, some prophecy. Some powerful deeds. All gifts of the Spirit.
Because they are made to bring people together. “For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” In
the Spirit, we are baptized as one body with no divisions. And it is made clear here, once again,
Jew or Greek, slave or free, all were made to drink of one Spirit. It is a unity that we find
because the Spirit is with us.

Because the Spirit is here. | think it's important that we look at that unity. Because each
of us has a purpose. The Holy Spirit comes to us all to grant us that grace and that love for that
purpose. Because each of us has a different gift, and each of us is important. All members of
one body. All parts of the whole. Because as the body of Christ, we are united as one. Each of
us with a part to play. Each of us is loved and cherished. Because when we talk about how the
Holy Spirit is here, it is here in the room with us right now. We just have to let them in. He is
knocking on the door. We just have to answer. When | talk about the Holy Spirit approaching



and being here with us, it's because I'm constantly re-inviting the Spirit into my life. Because
every time | feel like maybe | have strayed away, | invite the Holy Spirit back in to renew and
refresh me. Because if | am facing the wrong way and | have missed that the Spirit is here, |
pray that the Holy Spirit will turn and tap me on the shoulder and that he will show me the right
way to go. Because | don't want to miss out on that opportunity that we have together.

Because | want the Spirit to fill me with that kind of hope. And | want it to fill me with that
kind of radical love. Because deep in my heart, | want to feel that same thing. Because | want to
have the same kind of love the Spirit has. Where gender doesn't matter. Where race doesn't
matter. Where status doesn't matter. Where nationality doesn't matter. Where every different
thing that society uses to break us apart binds us together instead because we can recognize
that we are of one Spirit and we are of one body, the body of Jesus Christ our Savior. And that
when we carry the Easter Spirit with us, it is that we go into that tomb broken and divided and
we come out of that tomb united and whole. Because as we live in Christ, we die in Christ, and
we are raised in Christ. And when we are raised up, we are raised up as a people overcoming
all barriers. Because the Spirit has shown us what is right and what is good. So let us proclaim
that the Spirit is here. And let us overcome all barriers to announce that we are one in Christ.
And that is what truly matters. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series — Easter Spirit

Our series is all about how we let the resurrection transform our lives. We will have a focus this
year on the Spirit. Each week will look at another aspect of the Spirit and how it transforms how
we live. This series will take us through Pentecost and Trinity Sunday. How can we let the
resurrection of Jesus continue to transform our lives all the year round? We celebrate the
resurrection of Christ as we rejoice in the Spirit.

5/3: Spirit and Glory 5/10: Spirit of Truth 5/17: Spirit Approaches
5/24: Spirit is Here 5/31: Spirit of Goodness
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