On Demand: God Is Not Google
Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — June 14 2026

Trinity Sunday
Readings: Lamentations 3:17-33; Romans 8:18-25; Matthew 13:24-33 NRSVue
Reflection: Psalm 33:16-22

Call to Worship: | cry out to you from the depths, Lord—my Lord, listen to my voice! | hope,
Lord. My whole being hopes, and | wait for God’s promise. My whole being waits for my Lord—
more than the night watch waits for morning; yes, more than the night watch waits for morning!
Wait for the Lord! Because faithful love is with the Lord; because great redemption is with our
God! (Psalm 130)

Prayer: O God, our guide and guardian, you have led us away from the busy world, away from
the constant demands, into the quiet of your house. Grant us grace that we may worship you in
Spirit, in truth to the comfort of our souls. Help us to find calm in your care, that we may seek
shelter in you from a world that is always on. May we find comfort in your loving arms from a
world that wants us to always be available and always on demand. Help us to rest just as you
rested on the seventh day, that we too may observe the goodness that is all around us. Refresh
and restore us so that we are better prepared to do the work that you have called us to do.
May we be strengthened by your mighty acts in Jesus Christ so that we may share your hope
with a weary world. Let us worship you in thought, word, and deed on this day, cherishing the
love you have shown to your people. May sing your praises and glorify your name so that all
may know of your steadfast love and faithfulness all the days of our lives. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 33:16-22

6Kings aren’t saved by the strength of their armies; warriors aren’t rescued by how much
power they have. '” A warhorse is a bad bet for victory; it can’t save despite its great strength.
8 But look here: the Lord’s eyes watch all who honor him, all who wait for his faithful love, "°to
deliver their lives from death and keep them alive during a famine. 2° We put our hope in

the Lord. He is our help and our shield. 2! Our heart rejoices in God because we trust his holy
name. ?2Lord, let your faithful love surround us because we wait for you.

(Psalm 33:16-22 CEB+)

We read the words of Psalm 33, and we hear of putting our hope in the God of our salvation.
That we should wait for this faithful love to rescue us. That we should rejoice in the Lord with
patience. That no matter what, God is our strength in our time of need. Do you rely upon God
for the strength you need in all things? Do you wait with patience for God’s love? How does
living in an on-demand world impact your ability to wait patiently? Who are you lifting up in your
prayers this week? Who can you seek to help in the name of the Lord?

Prayer: Most merciful God, we thank you for the peace that we find in Jesus Christ, our Lord.
We lift up our prayers to you, seeking your wisdom and your guidance on this day. In a busy
world that demands to much, you are the calm in our daily storm. In a world that wants



everything to be now, you give us the patience to wait for your time. We come before you with
the joys that we have shared together. We come to you with the concerns that we have voiced
with one another. We also turn to you with the silent pleadings from within. We share with you
the private joys that are just a whisper from our hearts. We share with you the sorrows that we
keep tucked deep within. But we know that you hear every prayer that we raise up. Guide us
through the good, the bad, and the unknown. Help us to experience your grace in our laughter
and our tears. May you strengthen us in sorrow and in rejoicing, knowing you are with us in all
things. May we share your peace and your love with each other as we celebrate that you are
with us in all that we are and in all that we do. All this we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading
is from Lamentations chapter 3, verse 17 through 33.

7 I've rejected peace; I've forgotten what is good. 81 thought: My future is gone, as well as
my hope from the Lord. ™ The memory of my suffering and homelessness is bitterness and
poison. 2| can’t help but remember and am depressed. ?'| call all this to mind—therefore, |
will wait. 22 Certainly the faithful love of the Lord hasn’t ended; certainly God’s compassion
isn’t through! 22 They are renewed every morning. Great is your faithfulness. %41

think: The Lord is my portion! Therefore, I'll wait for him. 2 The Lord is good to those who
hope in him, to the person who seeks him. ?6It’s good to wait in silence for the Lord’s
deliverance. ?’ It's good for a man to carry a yoke in his youth. 2 He should sit alone and be
silent when God lays it on him. ?° He should put his mouth in the dirt—perhaps there is
hope. *° He should offer his cheek for a blow; he should be filled with shame. 3' My Lord
definitely won'’t reject forever. 32 Although he has caused grief, he will show compassion in
measure with his covenant loyalty. 33 He definitely doesn’t enjoy affliction, making humans
suffer. (Lamentations 3:17-33 CEB+)

Our second reading is from Romans chapter 8, verses 18 through 25.

18| believe that the present suffering is nothing compared to the coming glory that is going
to be revealed to us. ™ The whole creation waits breathless with anticipation for the
revelation of God’s sons and daughters. ?° Creation was subjected to frustration, not by its
own choice—it was the choice of the one who subjected it—but in the hope ?' that the
creation itself will be set free from slavery to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of
God'’s children. 22 We know that the whole creation is groaning together and suffering labor
pains up until now. 2 And it’s not only the creation. We ourselves who have the Spirit as the
first crop of the harvest also groan inside as we wait to be adopted and for our bodies to be
set free. 2 We were saved in hope. If we see what we hope for, that isn’t hope. Who hopes
for what they already see? 2> But if we hope for what we don’t see, we wait for it with
patience. (Romans 8:18-25 CEB+)

Our final reading is from Matthew chapter 13 verses 24 through 33.



24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like someone who planted
good seed in his field. 2° While people were sleeping, an enemy came and planted weeds
among the wheat and went away. 2 When the stalks sprouted and bore grain, then the
weeds also appeared. ?” “The servants of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Master,
didn’t you plant good seed in your field? Then how is it that it has weeds?’ 2 “/An enemy
has done this,” he answered. “The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather
them?’ 2% “But the landowner said, ‘No, because if you gather the weeds, you’ll pull up the
wheat along with them. * Let both grow side by side until the harvest. And at harvesttime I'll
say to the harvesters, “First gather the weeds and tie them together in bundles to be
burned. But bring the wheat into my barn.”’” 3! He told another parable to them: “The
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and planted in his field. #It’s
the smallest of all seeds. But when it’s grown, it’s the largest of all vegetable plants. It
becomes a tree so that the birds in the sky come and nest in its branches.” 33 He told them
another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast, which a woman took and hid in a
bushel of wheat flour until the yeast had worked its way through all the dough.”

(Matthew 13:24-33 CEB+)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This week we start a new series called “On Demand.” This series is going to look at all
the different ways that we are constantly called to be available, and how the world is always on.
One of the things | wanted to look at as part of this is the way that we are called to have
patience, and the way that we are called to step back and take things slower. Because this
world constantly is pushing for more and more and more. And it's something that | started to
think about when | started to think about today's message, “God is not Google.” | could fill that
in with a whole slew of different statements that would all mean the same thing. But | felt like
this is one that | think is easiest to relate to because it is so prominent. One of the things | mean
by this is that we sometimes expect God to be just as on-demand as the rest of the world. It's
not that God isn't there. It's that if things don't happen immediately, we think they are not
happening at all. This is an issue with the on-demand world we live in. | wanted to highlight this
through some of our readings for today.

Ouir first is through Lamentations, where this lament, this sorrow, is over reconnecting
with God. It's about finding hope again through difficulty. That we have to hold on to hope, but
we also have to learn how to wait. Because it's good to wait in silence for the Lord's
deliverance. | wanted to note the reason that it says to wait in silence. Because | think that
when we are talking, it means that we're still expecting something right away. That we are
trying to fill the gaps, so to speak. | think being able to wait in silence means being comfortable
with the time in between. This is hard. Because we do treat God like Google, like Bing, like
Microsoft, like ChatGPT. Because we expect that we can say something and have an
immediate response. Because that's what we are used to. We are used to typing things into a
search bar and instantly we get results. That they come at us faster than we know what to do
with them, and we take the first thing we get and run with it. If it hangs or has a delay, we lose
patience. We do this all over the place in our lives. We have trouble waiting in silence. We have



trouble waiting in general. | think that's something that we have to address in our lives. We
have learned to be impatient. Because we expect God to be Google. To give us immediate
results. But that's not how God operates.

We want to see something to believe it. But that's not how hope works. If we hope for
what we can see, that's not hope, that's observation. But if we hope for what we don't see, we
wait for it with patience, as it says in Romans. And we again come to that patience, that
concept of waiting. Because we sometimes think that we should be able to plug our prayers
into God and hear the answer right away. Not thinking about the fact that sometimes we need
time to develop. We need time to listen. We need time to grow. And we get upset if God gives
us that space. Because we expect things to be here and now. | also could have said God is not
Amazon. Because we order things from our online stores and expect them to be here within
moments. | remember when | was a kid, we would go through catalogs and if we ordered it
took six to eight weeks for delivery. Now if something's not here in two days, we are
complaining that something has gone wrong. | can remember when we had to plan our trips for
when gas stations would be open. Now they're always on demand. Because of that, we don't
plan as well as we once did. We expect our phones to give us directions the moment we need
them instead of having to get out a map and plan ahead of time. We expect an answer to every
question the moment we have it. We expect all of these things and we start to lose sight of
what it means to have patience, and what it means to learn how to sit with something. Because
something | have learned over the years is that when | can sit with my prayers, sometimes my
prayers change. Because | realize that what | thought | needed was not anything to do with
what my actual problem is. But it required me to sit with it and have that conversation with God.
That it wasn't just about me speaking and waiting for something. It was being willing to listen
and to hold on to it until | had something that | could work with. That | had to sit with that which
| could not see until | was able to make sense of it.

The kind of patience that we have to have has also laid out for us in our gospel reading
from Matthew when Jesus is giving parables on the kingdom of heaven. They all require
patience, wisdom, and understanding. We get different examples. People in a rush in the first
parable that we have. We see that weeds are planted among the wheat. Their immediate
thought is to just get rid of the weeds. And that's the impatient response. Let's not think, let's
do. But the patient response is if we tear up the weeds, we'll tear up the wheat. Give it time and
let it grow and you can see the difference between the good and the bad, and you can pick the
good. | think there is something profound about that idea of waiting to see what is good and
what is not good. Because if we try to get our hands on it before it sprouts and before we have
anything to go on, we're just blindly scratching in the dirt. It requires patience to be able to
judge properly between the good and the bad. And we don't always like having that patience.
Because we want it now. He tells another parable about the mustard seed. But because of how
small it is, people underestimate it. But it grows into such a large plant that birds can nest in its
branches. But if all we do is look at what it starts as, we'll never have the patience to
understand what it could be. Because potential is something we can only see when we wait.
And then there's another parable of a woman hiding yeast in flour until it's worked its way
through the dough. And it's again a story of patience and of learning how to wait. Bread's a



great example of this. Because dough has to rise. It takes time. It takes effort. It takes energy.
And it takes knowledge. Because you have to do it right or it won't work. The other thing that it
takes is practice. And that's something that | think we also lose sight of.

Because the more on demand we see the world, the more we expect everything to
happen without having to try. | think that's also something that we can all relate to. When | say
God is not Google, | mean that God is not there to instantly give us everything that we want to
know. Because God is there to give us what we need. And sometimes we need patience and
we need to learn how to grow. We need to practice what we're doing so that we can
understand how it works and how to be good at it. We have to understand our feelings. We
have to understand our emotions and the people around us. And that requires listening and it
requires patience. God gives us all the patience we need if we can quietly accept it. If we can
let it give us peace. | know it's hard. | know it's hard because we want everything now. In the
so-called information age, information has taken a back seat to comfort. More than the
information age, we have become the instant age. We want answers and we want them now.
We want the fastest way to get from point A to point B. We want our devices to tell us what to
do. We want us to be entertained every moment of every day. We want every moment to be
filled with something. And it makes it that those silences between moments can be
uncomfortable because we don't know how to sit in peace.

But God is not Google. God is not an Al model. God is not there for us to demand
answers from every time we want them. God is there so that we may live full and complete
lives sharing peace and love with one another. And sometimes that means taking things slowly.
Because a problem that we face in this on-demand world is that when we treat God that way,
that's how we begin to treat one another. That we expect everything on demand from one
another as well. That we expect answers from each other instantly. That we must always be on
as well. And quickly we are supposed to be Google. Well, you and | are not Google and God is
not Google. You and | do not have to be on demand every single moment of every day
because that is not what we were made for. We have to learn to be patient, to be loving, and to
be kind. And we have to learn to wait. Maybe it is like lamentation says and we should put our
mouths in the dirt just to keep from speaking when we should be listening. Because even when
we listen to the silence we learn something about ourselves and about God. So, | pray that we
may slow down and we may sit in the silence with peace and love so that we may take a deep
breath and we may learn to wait for what is good. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Our Current Series — On Demand

Our series touches on the way that modern society is always on demand. That we are always
accessible, and everything is supposed to happen immediately. Everything is always
happening right away. How can this kind of pressure cause us problems? How can this kind of
constant awareness create stress in our spiritual health? When we slow down to hear God, we
can truly be present with him in the moment.
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