On Demand: Rush to Judgement
Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — June 21 2026

4" Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: 2 Samuel 12:1-9; Romans 14:10-18; John 8:2-11CEB
Reflection: Psalm 103:6-11

Call to Worship: Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the
creator of the ends of the earth. He doesn’t grow tired or weary. His understanding is beyond
human reach. Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will fly up on wings
like eagles. They will run and not be tired. They will walk and not be weary. (Isaiah 40)

Prayer: O God, our guide and guardian, you have led us away from the busy world, away from
the constant demands, into the quiet of your house. Grant us grace that we may worship you in
Spirit and in truth to the comfort of our souls. Help us to find calm in your care, that we may
seek shelter in you from a world that is always on. May we find peace in your loving arms from
a world that wants us to always be available and always on demand. Help us to rest just as you
rested on the seventh day, that we too may observe the goodness that is all around us. Refresh
and restore us so that we are better prepared to do the work that you have called us to do.
May we be strengthened by your mighty acts in Jesus Christ so that we may share your hope
with a weary world. Let us worship you in thought, word, and deed on this day, cherishing the
love you have shown to your people. May we sing your praises and glorify your name so that
all may know of your steadfast love and faithfulness all the days of our lives. Amen.

Father’s Day Prayer: Lord, today we give thanks to you for the fathers in our lives. We give
thanks for the dads, the grandpas, the uncles, the in-laws, and all those that have nurtured us
and had a father’s care. We thank you for putting these people into our lives to help us, to
guide us, to lead us, and to care for us. We give thanks for the love they have shown. We lift up
our prayers for healing as we remember those who are no longer with us in this life. We lift up
our prayers in thanks for those who are. We lift up prayers of hope for those just becoming
fathers, that you may help them to grow in love. And may we always give thanks and lend our
love so that we may help each other to grow in your love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 103:6-11

¢ The Lord works righteousness; does justice for all who are oppressed. ” God made his ways
known to Moses; made his deeds known to the Israelites. 8 The Lord is compassionate and
merciful, very patient, and full of faithful love. ® God won’t always play the judge; he won'’t be
angry forever. " He doesn’t deal with us according to our sin or repay us according to our
wrongdoing, ' because as high as heaven is above the earth, that's how large God'’s faithful
love is for those who honor him. (Psalm 103:6-11 CEB+)

We read the words of Psalm 103, and we hear of how God does not deal with us according to
our sin. That his faithful love is there for us so that we may know the compassion of the Lord.
That we should have that same love of justice. That we should have patience and not rush to



judgement. Do you wait with patience for God’s love? How does living in an on-demand world
impact your ability to have mercy? Do you ever find it hard to show grace? Who are you lifting
up in your prayers this week? Who can you seek to help in the name of the Lord?

Prayer: Most merciful God, we thank you for the peace that we find in Jesus Christ, our Lord.
We lift up our prayers to you, seeking your wisdom and your guidance on this day. In a busy
world that demands so much, you are the calm in our daily storm. In a world that wants
everything to be now, you give us the patience to wait for your time. We come before you with
the joys that we have shared together. We come to you with the concerns that we have voiced
with one another. We also turn to you with the silent pleadings from within. We share with you
the private joys that are just a whisper from our hearts. We share with you the sorrows that we
keep tucked deep within. But we know that you hear every prayer that we raise up. Guide us
through the good, the bad, and the unknown. Help us to experience your grace in our laughter
and our tears. May you strengthen us in sorrow and in rejoicing, knowing you are with us in all
things. May we share your peace and your love with each other as we celebrate that you are
with us in all that we are and in all that we do. All this we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading
is from 2 Samuel chapter 12, verse 1 through 9.

12 So the Lord sent Nathan to David. When Nathan arrived he said, “There were two men
in the same city, one rich, one poor. 2 The rich man had a lot of sheep and cattle, 3 but the
poor man had nothing—just one small ewe lamb that he had bought. He raised that lamb,
and it grew up with him and his children. It would eat from his food and drink from his cup—
even sleep in his arms! It was like a daughter to him. * “Now a traveler came to visit the rich
man, but he wasn’t willing to take anything from his own flock or herd to prepare for the
guest who had arrived. Instead, he took the poor man’s ewe lamb and prepared it for the
visitor.” ° David got very angry at the man, and he said to Nathan, “As surely as

the Lord lives, the one who did this is demonic! ¢ He must restore the ewe lamb seven times
over because he did this and because he had no compassion.” 7 “You are that man!”
Nathan told David. “This is what the Lord God of Israel says: | anointed you king over Israel
and delivered you from Saul’s power. 8| gave your master’s house to you, and gave his
wives into your embrace. | gave you the house of Israel and Judah. If that was too little, |
would have given even more. ° Why have you despised the Lord’s word by doing what is
evil in his eyes? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and taken his wife as
your own. You used the Ammonites to kill him. (2 Samuel 12:1-9 CEB+)

Our second reading is from Romans chapter 14, verses 10 through 18.

0 But why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you look down on your brother or
sister? We all will stand in front of the judgment seat of God. " Because it is written, As |
live, says the Lord, every knee will bow to me, and every tongue will give praise to God.



2So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. * So stop judging each
other. Instead, this is what you should decide: never put a stumbling block or obstacle in the
way of your brother or sister. | know and I’'m convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is
wrong to eat in itself. But if someone thinks something is wrong to eat, it becomes wrong for
that person. "*If your brother or sister is upset by your food, you are no longer walking in
love. Don'’t let your food destroy someone for whom Christ died. ' And don’t let something
you consider to be good be criticized as wrong. 7 God’s kingdom isn’t about eating food
and drinking but about righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. ' Whoever serves
Christ this way pleases God and gets human approval. (Romans 14:10-18 CEB+)

Ouir final reading is from John chapter 8 verses 2 through 11.

2Early in the morning he returned to the temple. All the people gathered around him, and
he sat down and taught them. 3 The legal experts and Pharisees brought a woman caught in
adultery. Placing her in the center of the group, “they said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman
was caught in the act of committing adultery. °In the Law, Moses commanded us to stone
women like this. What do you say?” ¢ They said this to test him, because they wanted a
reason to bring an accusation against him. Jesus bent down and wrote on the ground with
his finger. ” They continued to question him, so he stood up and replied, “Whoever hasn’t
sinned should throw the first stone.” 8 Bending down again, he wrote on the ground. ° Those
who heard him went away, one by one, beginning with the elders. Finally, only Jesus and
the woman were left in the middle of the crowd. ° Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman,
where are they? Is there no one to condemn you?” ' She said, “No one, sir.” Jesus said,
“Neither do | condemn you. Go, and from now on, don’t sin anymore.” (John 8:2-11 CEB+)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This week in our “On Demand” series, we look at the Rush to Judgment. | think this has
always been a human problem. This is deeply compounded by living in an on-demand world.
Because we have access to things so quickly that we can make judgments faster than ever. We
learn about things the moment they are happening, which means that we can pass judgment
the moment they are happening. And this is a dangerous thing because the more that we judge
quickly, the more likely it is that we will judge horribly. Our readings today highlight the way
that we have to avoid that rush to judgment.

| wanted to open with what may be the most famous accounts of judgment that we have,
and that is from our Gospel reading from John. We get this highly problematic account of this
woman caught in adultery being brought to Jesus. And | call it highly problematic because the
account is missing a few things. One of them is the man, because they, in their rush to bring
her to Jesus to try to trap him, have ignored that it takes two people for adultery to happen. So,
when they only bring the woman before him, it is a sign that this is not about justice, and this is
not about being morally right. This is about power. They are hoping to trap Jesus by forcing
him to pass judgment. They think that this is perfect because it is a clear case where this
should be condemned under the law. They rush to Jesus, and they prepare themselves,
thinking that they have him trapped. Jesus gives us the perfect way to think about how we



should pass judgment. Because after he ignores them, he stands up, and he tells them,
“Whoever hasn't sinned should throw the first stone.” They're silenced. They didn't
contemplate this line of reasoning, and they are not about to attempt to get around it. Because
they know that the moment they try to do anything, they are going to be the ones to be judged.
What's interesting here is they were in such a hurry to judge this woman, and yet when it
comes to having to look at their own lives, they are scared. They are frightened because they
know, like everyone else, they have sinned. None of them is willing to try to justify their own
sins in order to pass judgment on this woman that they have brought to Jesus. And one by one
they leave, ashamed. Finally, when it is just Jesus and this poor woman that has been thrown
before him, Jesus asks her where all of those men who came here to condemn her have gone.
“Is there no one to condemn you?” And she says, “no one, sir.” Jesus says, “neither do |
condemn you.” It is a reminder that if we are going to rush to judge anyone, we should start
with ourselves.

That's also something that we see when we have to look at how hypocritical judgment
can be, and David is the one that gives us a great example of what happens when we rush to
judgment. In our reading from 2 Samuel, we have Nathan confronting David, and the prophet
Nathan is not about to pull punches. David slept with Bathsheba, and she got pregnant, and
when he found out, the only thing he could think to do was to kill her husband by sending him
to the front lines of battle. Nathan gives this tale about two men, a rich man who takes the one
lamb of a poor man. And David is incensed by this story about this rich man taking what
belonged to this poor man, and he declares that he has to restore it seven times over, because
he had no compassion. He judges this man right away. That's when Nathan turns this entire
situation on its head and tells David, “You are that man!” Because David struck down Uriah the
Hittite. David was given everything, and it wasn't enough. But he was so quick to be willing to
judge another. He forgot his own actions. Nathan brings this up and just lays it out before him,
that he's a hypocrite. That he is so eager to judge others and yet refuses to see that he is the
problem. | think that this is an issue that we see very much in modern society. With the advent
of social media and the internet, we can judge people for things they have said and judge them
instantly. We are eager to pass judgment and to make those judgments public, often missing
what's going on in our own lives, forgetting about compassion. This isn't to say that we
shouldn't judge against things that are wrong, but that judgment needs to come from a place
seeking justice and restoration to make things right. Too often, the judgment is exactly what we
see from the people who brought the woman to Jesus. It is David and his rush to judge others
before himself. That they are eager just to condemn someone, to be able to score points in
their own book.

Paul tells us about why we need to be careful about that kind of judgment, because we
will all be judged. Each of us has to give an account of ourselves, and we should probably think
about ourselves first when it comes to judgment. So often, we want mercy for ourselves and
judgment for others. We need to reverse that. We should judge ourselves to see if we are
doing what is right, and we should have mercy for others to understand the things they may
get wrong. Because you are in charge of the things you have done, and you're in charge of the
things that you do that might make it hard for your neighbor. Paul tells us to stop judging each



other and to instead think about the ways that we might be an obstacle to our neighbors being
able to live good lives. He brings up food, and he brings it up because it was a big issue then.
That if somebody was abstaining from a certain kind of food because they thought it might be
polluted by idols, that could be detrimental to their faith. And Paul isn't saying everybody
should abstain from the same foods. Paul is saying that if you are eating with somebody and
there are specific foods that are going to cause them trouble, think about what will hurt them.
Because it does nothing to you to avoid it while you were in their presence. And we can apply
this to a lot of things. It does nothing to hurt us to be able to help somebody else in their
struggles. This is very common with people that have to avoid alcohol. Is it really so wrong to
not drink around them? That is the compassion Paul is talking about. Because God's kingdom
is about righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. It's not about what we eat, what we
drink, and who we judge.

When we take all of these different readings into account, we get this picture of
judgment that shows that when we are rushing to judgment, it is often because of our own
selfish nature and not because of anything that we think someone did wrong. Because yes, we
have to call out the ills of society. But the goal is not condemnation. Our on-demand society is
eager for condemnation. They just want to yell from the rooftops. They want to shout about
who has done what wrong and why we should be angry with them. But what we see in
scripture is that the goal of any kind of judgment should be justice and restoration. Because the
call from the gospel is not grovel and know how bad you are; it is a call to repent. Learn what it
is you're doing wrong and turn away from it. But to do that, it takes understanding, and it takes
wisdom, and it takes knowledge. And it takes someone with compassion to let someone else
know that they need to change. Our rush to judgment often ignores all of that because we're so
busy pointing out what someone has done wrong. We don't think about what it would take to
make things right. But what does it gain to any of us to tear a neighbor down when we could
instead build them up and restore them in Christ? We have to slow down and think about what
we're doing and how we want to judge people because we should be judging ourselves first
because all have fallen short.

This is not to say we lose sight of justice. It means justice is restorative. Justice is
healing. That justice is not about condemning the person who has committed the wrong but
restoring the person who has been wronged and helping the person who has committed the
wrong to be better and do better. When Jesus doesn't condemn the woman caught in adultery,
he tells her to go and sin no more. He is restoring her back to society. Instead of passing
judgment and stoning her, he has had compassion and seen that forgiveness is what helps us
to be whole. In this on-demand world, we will constantly be assailed by new wrongs that we are
supposed to condemn and things that we are supposed to yell at and things we are supposed
to be angry about. My challenge to you is, instead of being in a rush to judgment, use wisdom,
compassion, and understanding so that we may know a situation and that we may find a path
forward through the peace of Christ, where we can find forgiveness and healing instead of
hypocrisy and condemnation. Because in this on-demand society, when we rush to judgment,
we often end up judging ourselves to be the biggest fools of all. Let us instead slow down so
that we may share the peace of Christ together. Amen.



Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Our Current Series — On Demand

Our series touches on the way that modern society is always on demand. That we are always
accessible, and everything is supposed to happen immediately. Everything is always
happening right away. How can this kind of pressure cause us problems? How can this kind of
constant awareness create stress in our spiritual health? When we slow down to hear God, we
can truly be present with him in the moment.
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