On Demand: Fact Checking
Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — June 28 2026

5" Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: 2 Samuel 12:1-9; Romans 14:10-18; John 8:2-11CEB

Reflection: Psalm 43

Call to Worship: Make your ways known to me, Lord. Teach me your paths. Lead me in your
truth—teach it to me—because you are the God who saves me. | put my hope in you all day
long. The Lord is good and does the right thing. He teaches sinners which way they should go.
All the Lord’s paths are loving and faithful for those who keep his covenant and laws.

(Psalm 25)

Prayer: O God, our guide and guardian, you have led us away from the busy world, away from
the constant demands, into the quiet of your house. Grant us grace that we may worship you in
Spirit and in truth to the comfort of our souls. Help us to find calm in your care, that we may
seek shelter in you from a world that is always on. May we find peace in your loving arms from
a world that wants us to always be available and always on demand. Help us to rest just as you
rested on the seventh day, that we too may observe the goodness that is all around us. Refresh
and restore us so that we are better prepared to do the work that you have called us to do.
May we be strengthened by your mighty acts in Jesus Christ so that we may share your hope
with a weary world. Let us worship you in thought, word, and deed on this day, cherishing the
love you have shown to your people. May we sing your praises and glorify your name so that
all may know of your steadfast love and faithfulness all the days of our lives. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 43

43 Establish justice for me, God! Argue my case against ungodly people! Rescue me from the
dishonest and unjust! 2 Because you are my God, my protective fortress! Why have you
rejected me? Why do | have to walk around, sad, oppressed by enemies? 3 Send your light
and truth—those will guide me! Let them bring me to your holy mountain, to your dwelling
place. 4 Let me come to God'’s altar— let me come to God, my joy, my delight— then | will
give you thanks with the lyre, God, my God! °Why, | ask myself, are you so depressed? Why
are you so upset inside? Hope in God! Because | will again give him thanks, my saving
presence and my God. (Psalm 43 CEB+)

We read the words of Psalm 43, and we hear of a cry for justice. That we should hold firm in
God’s truth. That when we hope in the Lord we are rewarded. Do you value the truth that we
find in Christ? Do we do our due diligence in making sure that the things we say are in fact
true? Do you wait with patience for God’s love? How does living in an on-demand world impact
your ability to have mercy? Do you ever find it hard to show grace? Who are you lifting up in
your prayers this week? Who can you seek to help in the name of the Lord?

Prayer: Most merciful God, we thank you for the peace that we find in Jesus Christ, our Lord.
We lift up our prayers to you, seeking your wisdom and your guidance on this day. In a busy



world that demands so much, you are the calm in our daily storm. In a world that wants
everything to be now, you give us the patience to wait for your time. We come before you with
the joys that we have shared together. We come to you with the concerns that we have voiced
with one another. We also turn to you with the silent pleadings from within. We share with you
the private joys that are just a whisper from our hearts. We share with you the sorrows that we
keep tucked deep within. But we know that you hear every prayer that we raise up. Guide us
through the good, the bad, and the unknown. Help us to experience your grace in our laughter
and our tears. May you strengthen us in sorrow and in rejoicing, knowing you are with us in all
things. May we share your peace and your love with each other as we celebrate that you are
with us in all that we are and in all that we do. All this we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading
is from Deuteronomy chapter 19, verse 15 through 20.

5 A solitary witness against someone in any crime, wrongdoing, or in any sort of misdeed
that might be done is not sufficient. The decision must stand by two or three

witnesses. ® Now if a spiteful witness comes forward against someone, so as to testify
against them falsely, ' the two persons who have a legal suit must stand before the Lord,
before the priests, and before the judges that are in office at that time. '® The judges will
look into the situation very carefully. If it turns out that the witness is a liar—that the witness
has given false testimony against his fellow Israelite— °then you must do to him what he
had planned to do to his fellow Israelite. Remove such evil from your community! ?° The rest
of the people will hear about this and be afraid. They won'’t do that sort of evil thing among
you again. (Deuteronomy 19:15-20 CEB+)

Our second reading is from Ephesians chapter 4, verses 20 through 28.

20 But you didn’t learn that sort of thing from Christ. ' Since you really listened to him and
you were taught how the truth is in Jesus, ?2change the former way of life that was part of
the person you once were, corrupted by deceitful desires. 23 Instead, renew the thinking in
your mind by the Spirit 2 and clothe yourself with the new person created according to
God’s image in justice and true holiness. ?° Therefore, after you have gotten rid of

lying, Each of you must tell the truth to your neighbor because we are parts of each other in
the same body. 26 Be angry without sinning. Don’t let the sun set on your anger. #’ Don’t
provide an opportunity for the devil. 2 Thieves should no longer steal. Instead, they should
go to work, using their hands to do good so that they will have something to share with
whoever is in need. (Ephesians 4:20-28 CEB+)

Our final reading is from John chapter 8 verses 31 through 47.

31 Jesus said to the Jews who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain
faithful to my teaching. *? Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33 They responded, “We are Abraham’s children; we’ve never been anyone’s slaves. How



can you say that we will be set free?” 3 Jesus answered, “I assure you that everyone who
sins is a slave to sin. 3° A slave isn’t a permanent member of the household, but a son

is. 3¢ Therefore, if the Son makes you free, you really will be free. 37| know that you are
Abraham’s children, yet you want to kill me because you don’t welcome my teaching. */'m
telling you what I've seen when | am with the Father, but you are doing what you’ve heard
from your father.” 3° They replied, “Our father is Abraham.” Jesus responded, “If you were
Abraham'’s children, you would do Abraham’s works. % Instead, you want to kill me, though |
am the one who has spoken the truth | heard from God. Abraham didn’t do this. ' You are
doing your father’s works.” They said, “Our ancestry isn’t in question! The only Father we
have is God!” #2 Jesus replied, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for | came from
God. Here | am. | haven’t come on my own. God sent me. * Why don’t you understand what
I’'m saying? It’s because you can’t really hear my words. # Your father is the devil. You are
his children, and you want to do what your father wants. He was a murderer from the
beginning. He has never stood for the truth, because there’s no truth in him. Whenever that
liar speaks, he speaks according to his own nature, because he’s a liar and the father of
liars. 4° Because | speak the truth, you don’t believe me. “¢ Who among you can show I'm
guilty of sin? Since | speak the truth, why don’t you believe me? #” God'’s children listen to
God'’s words. You don't listen to me because you aren’t God’s children.

(John 8:31-47 CEB+)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This final message for our “On Demand” series is called “Fact Checking.” This is
something that | think we all have to be aware of. In this day and age, it is on us to make sure
that the things we are saying and sharing are truthful and honest. And | think it's more
important than ever because of the way that our on-demand world works. Because we have
such a large flow of information that it is easy for the truth to get lost in the deluge that we have
of rumors and misinformation. We have to make sure that we are not a part of this, because we
are called to walk and to stand in the truth of Christ. | think there's many different ways that we
have to approach this. Our readings today all help us to think about the way that the truth is our
responsibility. That we have a job to do and that we are responsible for fact-checking the
information that we have.

Ouir first reading is from Deuteronomy. In Deuteronomy, they're telling us that we need
to make sure that we have more than one witness. The reason for this is to avoid people just
making things up. In some ways, it's a reminder that this is a problem that has always plagued
humanity. They didn't accept the statements of one person because they wanted to make sure
that people were given a fair chance, and that justice matters. They make the rule that anything
said needs to come from two or three witnesses so that it is much harder for them to lie about
something. And what do we do if we find out that a witness is a liar? The response is to remove
them from the community. | would say that the modern equivalent to that is letting them know
that you don't trust them and that we don't share anything that they say. It could be unfollowing
on social media or just letting them know that you won’t repeat the things that they say.
Because we have to be able to trust one another. The moment somebody begins lying, they
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have to earn that trust back. And that is a long road back. The point is that too often we get one
source and we run with it. We are guilty of not looking for a second or a third source to verify
the things that we are hearing because we like to get a rumor and we run with it. But scripture
tells us that we need to make sure that we source things from multiple reliable sources
because we have to make sure that we're sharing the truth.

Now, we get more of this from Ephesians because Ephesians reminds us that we have
to rid ourselves of any dishonesty that we may have. That the world encourages us to be
dishonest. That it is our life apart from Christ that wants us to be deceitful and to lie for our own
gain. That it is truth that we find in Christ. That we are called to tell the truth to one another.
Part of that means that we have to be honest with each other even when it's uncomfortable.
The reason is that if we are to be of one body, the body of Christ, then we must be honest with
each other as that body. Because if we are deceitful, we will never be able to share together in
the truth of Christ because we are hiding the truth from one another. And if we start to disrupt
that trust, as | said, it's very hard to rebuild. We have to make sure that we are truthful with one
another about the things that we say and do because we share together in one body, in one
hope, in one God. That we are of one Savior. It is important that we tell the truth because the
moment we begin to deceive each other, where will it stop? Paul gives us examples of what we
should do. Be angry without sinning. We can be upset at things as long as we don't let that
anger cause us to do things like lie. That we should be honest about why we are angry,
especially when that anger is about justice and about peace. Because I'll be honest, | get angry
over moral issues. And | think we should be angry when people are denied justice. But we can't
let that anger cause us to sin and we can’t give in and make things up. That we should do all
that we can to be upright people, to tell the truth and to share that truth with one another.

It is just as Jesus tells us in the gospel, the truth will set you free. | think that is a very
true thing because lies are heavy, heavy things. They weigh us down. Trying to make sure that
we keep up with those lies is stressful. It is painful. Jesus says that the truth will set us free,
especially it will set us free from slavery to sin and death. Because everyone who sins is a slave
to sin, but it is Christ that makes us truly free. And that's a freedom that when we embrace it, it
is a freedom of responsibility. Jesus uses this opportunity to call out people who have been
spreading lies. Now you should know this comes on the heels of them trying to trap him with
the woman caught in adultery. Jesus knows their schemes. That they don't care for the truth
and they don't care about justice. Jesus calls them out for it and they do not like it. He uses
some rather harsh language, but | think that it's important we understand why he's using that
harsh language. Part of it is that he calls them out as liars. That all he speaks and does is the
truth and they hate him for it. He tells them that they are doing their father's work and they
claim that God is their only father. He says that's not true at all. “Your father is the devil,” he
tells them. Because the devil never stood for truth. Because he lies for his own benefit. And he
tells them flat out, they are doing the work of the devil because all they want to do is lie to
improve their own situation. It is a harsh truth. But he calls it out because letting people lie and
get away with it makes you complicit in the lie. We are called to be children of the truth. Even
when that truth is hard to hear. They don't want to hear it, but they have been spreading lies



and trying to trap Jesus. Even dragging people into their machinations. And Jesus has had
enough of it.

The thing is, we have a great responsibility with us in our call to fact-checking. Because
it means that we have to make sure that everything we say and everything we do is based in
the truth. And that in this information age, if we share something on social media, if we read
something and we share it with a friend, we have to make sure that what we are sharing is also
the truth. Because once a lie is let loose, you cannot get it back in the box. Something spoken
cannot simply be unspoken. Letting out a lie is like pouring paint in the road. You can't just get
it back into the can. And every car that drives over it spreads it further and further. Lies are
destructive. Because as they erode our view of the truth. It makes us trust each other less and
less. And in this age where everything can be faked, it means it's that much more important
that we make sure to be patient and make sure that what we are saying is true. We have a
responsibility to make sure that we are fact-checking the things that we say. Especially when it
comes to things that we say about faith. Because we shouldn't want to misrepresent God. It's
why you will often hear me say the things that | think or say that something is what | believe.
Because | can't tell you that some things are definitive because quite often it is just where |
currently stand. And | try to be as honest as | can about that. Because | know that if | can be
honest about where I'm at and what | know, it means that | build trust in that way. Now | could
tell you that every opinion | have is canon law and that you should all trust exactly in what | tell
you. But the moment that you read anything that might contradict that, that trust to be broken.
It means that | have to fact-check myself sometimes and make sure that I'm not sharing
something that's untrue. And that can be hard.

But in this on-demand world that we live in, it is important that we learn to speak the
truth. That we learn to fact-check ourselves and others because we hold one another
accountable. It doesn't mean that we call each other out with malice. Because sometimes we
make mistakes. Sometimes we get fooled. And if we correct each other with love and
gentleness, in this on-demand world that wants so much from us, we can provide patience and
peace. And we can begin to make things right. Because that's what | think | would like to take
away from this entire on-demand series. Is that when we are patient with one another, we can
still strive for the truth and make sure that we set things right. Because even if we make a
mistake, God is there to help us correct it. With steadfast love and faithfulness. With patience.
With trust. Because though it may take more time, taking our time to do what is right is always
worth it. So, in this on-demand world, let yourself be a speed bump. That we learn to slow
down and appreciate what we have. We should take the time to make sure that we are doing
the right thing. That we don’t treat God like Google. That we are not rushing to judgment. That
we fact-check to make sure we are telling the truth. So that we may support one another in the
love of Christ. So that we may all slow down and cherish these moments that we have together.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.



Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

There will not be a mailing next week as Pastor Cam will be on vacation.

Our Current Series — On Demand

Our series touches on the way that modern society is always on demand. That we are always
accessible, and everything is supposed to happen immediately. Everything is always
happening right away. How can this kind of pressure cause us problems? How can this kind of
constant awareness create stress in our spiritual health? When we slow down to hear God, we
can truly be present with him in the moment.
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