7 Deadly Sins: Greed
Rev. Cameron D St.Michael — July 19 2026

8™ Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Jeremiah 22:13-19; James 5:1-6; Luke 12:13-21 CEB
Reflection: Psalm 112:1-6 CEB

Call to Worship: Lord, teach me what your statutes are about, and | will guard every part of
them. Help me understand so | can guard your Instruction and keep it with all my heart. Turn
my heart to your laws, not to greedy gain. Look how | desire your precepts! Make me live by
your righteousness. (Psalm 119)

Prayer: Almighty and everlasting God, we give thanks that you have not abandoned us to our
own reason. We are thankful that we are not alone in trying to make our way in this world, but
that we have your steadfast love and faithfulness to guide us and lead us in the path of wisdom.
Help us to understand the world that is all around us and help us to help each other by your
name. Teach us your ways and guide us in your precepts. Make us to know the good from the
bad so that we may always turn to what is right and pleasant in your sight. Help us to see the
ways that we are drawn away from the path or righteousness so that we may avoid pride,
greed, envy, gluttony, wrath, lust and sloth. May we be strengthened by your love and grace so
that we may worship you in Spirit and in truth on this day as we praise you in prayer and song.
May we walk out of the darkness and in your light this day forth and forevermore. Amen.

Reflection: Psalm 112

112 Praise the Lord! Those who honor the Lord, who adore God’s commandments, are truly
happy! 2 Their descendants will be strong throughout the land. The offspring of those who do
right will be blessed; ?wealth and riches will be in their houses. Their righteousness stands
forever. 4 They shine in the dark for others who do right. They are merciful, compassionate,
and righteous. ®* Those who lend generously are good people— as are those who conduct
their affairs with justice. ¢ Yes, these sorts of people will never be shaken; the righteous will be
remembered forever! (Psalm 112:1-6 CEB+)

We read the words of Psalm 112 and hear about how the generous are blessed. That those
who seek justice find favor with the Lord. We hear of how we need to reject greed if we are
going to embrace a life in Christ. Do you humbly seek to help others with the blessings God
has given you in your life? Do you trust in God’s care to help you to do the right thing? Who
can you lift up in your prayers this week? Who can you support with your presence and your
prayers? How can we all come together to do what is right and good before the Lord?

Prayer: Most wonderful God, we seek your grace and your mercy in our lives today. We seek
your truth and your light to lead us from the darkness. May you grant us wisdom and courage
so that we may stand for your justice and your peace. Help us to see where we have done
wrong and to make it right. Help us to see those in need and to offer a helping hand. We lift up
our prayers to you so that you may teach us what is right and good. We know that there are so



2

many ways that we may fail you, so we ask that you be our constant guide and companion. We
come before you with our prayers, asking for your help. We come to you with our joys that we
may celebrate them with you. We come to you with our concerns that you may give us comfort.
We turn to you with the good, the bad, and the unknown so that you may help us to always find
a path forward. Help us to know your grace in our laughter and in our tears. Help us to know
your presence in our sorrow and our rejoicing. May we share your peace with one another so
that together we may share your peace with he world. And may you guide us and lead us all
the days of our lives. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Now let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Sermon:

Our scripture readings for today come from the Common English Bible. Our first reading
is from Jeremiah chapter 22, verse 13 through 19.

13 How terrible for Jehoiakim, who builds his house with corruption and his upper chambers
with injustice, working his countrymen for nothing, refusing to give them their wages. ' He
says, “I'll build myself a grand palace, with huge upper chambers, ornate windows, cedar
paneling, and rich red decor.” '°Is this what makes you a king, having more cedar than
anyone else? Didn’t your father eat and drink and still do what was just and right? Then it
went well for him! ¢ He defended the rights of the poor and needy; then it went well. Isn’t
that what it means to know me? declares the Lord. 7 But you set your eyes and heart on
nothing but unjust gain; you spill the blood of the innocent; you practice cruelty; you
oppress your subjects. ' Therefore, this is what the Lord says to Jehoiakim son of Judah’s
King Josiah: They won'’t grieve for him, saying, “My brother, my sister!” They won’t grieve
for him, saying, “My master, my majesty!” ' They will give him a donkey’s burial, dragging
him outside the gates of Jerusalem and dumping him there. (Jeremiah 22:13-19 CEB+)

Our second reading is from James chapter 5, verses 1 through 6.

5 Pay attention, you wealthy people! Weep and moan over the miseries coming upon
you. 2 Your riches have rotted. Moths have destroyed your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver
have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you. It will eat your flesh like fire.
Consider the treasure you have hoarded in the last days. 4 Listen! Hear the cries of the
wages of your field hands. These are the wages you stole from those who harvested your
fields. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of heavenly

forces. ® You have lived a self-satisfying life on this earth, a life of luxury. You have stuffed
your hearts in preparation for the day of slaughter. ¢ You have condemned and murdered
the righteous one, who doesn’t oppose you. (James 5:1-6 CEB+)

Our final reading is from Luke chapter 12 verses 13 through 21.

13 Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance
with me.” ' Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me as judge or referee between you
and your brother?” '® Then Jesus said to them, “Watch out! Guard yourself against all kinds



of greed. After all, one’s life isn’t determined by one’s possessions, even when someone is
very wealthy.” "¢ Then he told them a parable: “A certain rich man’s land produced a
bountiful crop. 7 He said to himself, What will | do? | have no place to store my

harvest! ' Then he thought, Here’s what I'll do. I'll tear down my barns and build bigger
ones. That’s where I'll store all my grain and goods. " I'll say to myself, You have stored up
plenty of goods, enough for several years. Take it easy! Eat, drink, and enjoy yourself. 2° But
God said to him, ‘Fool, tonight you will die. Now who will get the things you have prepared
for yourself?’ 2! This is the way it will be for those who hoard things for themselves and
aren’t rich toward God.” (Luke 12:13-21 CEB+)

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

This week we come to the next sin in our “7 Deadly Sins” series as we look at greed. |
put greed second because greed is another sin that we can see at the root of many of our
other sins. Because we could tie greed into things like envy, gluttony, wrath, lust, and sloth.
Because greed has a way of influencing all of them. | wanted greed to be next, also because of
the fact that | think it is also the next of the sins that is easiest for us to commit. | say that
because society itself, the way the world works, is often based on greed. Because society
would want us to believe that there is an acceptable amount of greed that we should have. |
don't see that there is an acceptable amount of greed.

But | did want to start with a definition of greed the same way that we defined pride. We
do not have multiple definitions of greed this week. That's because there's not really a good
greed. There might be misunderstandings about what is considered greed, but greed itself is
never really a good thing. We see greed as a want for more of something, such as money,
driven by selfish and excessive desire. | put these in bold, selfish and excessive, because of the
fact that not every want for something is greed. Wanting more may not necessarily be a greedy
action because it also needs to be selfish and excessive. Now what | mean by this is that
sometimes people think wanting enough to survive is greedy. It's not. Wanting enough to be
comfortable is not greedy. Wanting someone to not have to struggle is not greed. Greed goes
for anything that is more than enough with a selfish drive. If | have enough money to pay rent
and to feed my kids. That's enough. When | want more beyond that, for things that | don't need,
that can become greed when it is for selfish reasons and done to excess. Those are
requirements for greed. Simply thinking it would be nice to have something is also not greed.
Sometimes people think that if they want to support a hobby that must be greed because it
isn’t necessary for survival. To that | say no. Feeling that you have enough that you can do
something with it is not greed. Greed is when you become obsessed with it and you have to
have more. It isn’t greedy to want to do more than survive in the world. Greed is when you're
willing to take it from somebody else to get it. Now | highlight all that because we need to know
what greed is when we talk about things that we would consider to be greedy actions.

Our gospel reading really helps to highlight exactly how we can think of this. Because
somebody asks Jesus to tell his brother to divide his inheritance with him and Jesus says that
he's not a judge between them for that. He says they should watch out for people who
constantly want more. If you want that inheritance divided because you are greedy then you



should be careful. And he tells this parable. It's a lesson of this rich man who stores up more
and more and more. He has tons of crops and doesn't know what to do and so he keeps
building bigger and bigger storage so that he can house all of the stuff that he has. He feels
that once he has enough then he can take it easy and he can sit back and enjoy himself.
Instead, he's called a fool because now he’s going to die without using anything he had and will
never have a chance to enjoy it. All of it will go to others. That he has prepared nothing for
himself. He has prepared nothing for himself in the life to come because all he could think
about was what he wanted right then and there. His greed kept him disconnected from being
able to enjoy life. Jesus says very specifically this is the way it will be for those who hoard
things for themselves and aren't rich toward God. Now | highlight that because it's also telling
us that simply having a lot doesn't actually become automatically a sin of greed. How you use it
or don't use it becomes the test. Because we saw in the example Christ gives us hoarding up
wealth and saving it so that others can't use it and not thinking of others not thinking of yourself
and only thinking of how much stuff you can have is a sure sign of greed. He could have used
that to throw a party. He could have used it to help those in need. There's a lot of things he
could have done that would not have involved greed. Having a lot is not enough to say that it is
wrong.

That's also what we get from our Old Testament reading. Jeremiah is talking about King
Jehoiakim and when he talks about him he talks about how terrible it will be because of how he
builds up his house with corruption. That he expects people to work for nothing refusing to pay
people for their labors. Jeremiah compares the king to his father, noting what makes a king. Is
a king simply somebody that has a lot of stuff? Jehoiakim's father was king. He could eat and
drink and still find time for justice and taking care of the people. He could still find time to do
what was right because greed didn't take over his life. But with Jehoiakim greed has taken over
and everything has to be for selfish reasons. Nothing he is doing is to support the people.
Nothing he is doing is to help the poor and the needy. From this we get a contrast that we can
see there are kings who do those things and take care of those in need and do a good job as
ruler. And there are kings who do not pay attention to justice. They set their sights on nothing
but unjust gains. They spill the blood of the innocent. They are cruel. They are oppressors. All
because they want more for themselves. And how will those people be treated? Terribly. When
you spend your life dedicated to hurting others and taking from them, the image that you leave
behind is not one of people talking about how good you were and all the great things that you
have done. They will remember you honestly. I'm reminded of that lesson Jesus gave with the
man dying before he ever got to do anything good. Jesus points out that it's not enough just to
have a lot. And Jeremiah here says that people won't grieve. They will not cry out despondent.
They'll give him a donkey's burial. They'll drag his body outside the gates and dump him like
trash. | think Jeremiah puts that there very poignantly because it's a reminder that you may see
yourself as the greatest of all time and others may see you as nothing more than trash because
of the way that you can't stop to help your neighbor.

James talks about this, how people with wealth have to be careful. That their riches
mean nothing and they will not protect them. That hoarding treasure is not a good idea. That
the wages they steal will come back on their heads. That the cries of those who have been



wronged will reach God. That they have spent their lives satisfying their own selfish desires
never thinking about God. They've lived a life of luxury never thinking about those in need.
They have stuffed themselves like pigs for the slaughter. They have to worry about not doing
the right thing because greed causes them to lose sight of what is right and what is good.

And that is what happens with greed. Greed makes us lose sight of all of the things that
should matter. Greed makes us forget about helping those in need. Because greed tells us to
think about ourselves. And society tells us this all the time. Think about the readings that we
had today and the way they talk about money and then think about the way that financial gurus
and all these people who are supposed to know so much about finance talk about it. There's
always a drive for more and more and more. They talk about all the things you could give up so
that you can have more time to make money. People will recommend giving up your free time.
Giving up your hobby and turning it into a business so that you can make more money. What |
get from that is that constantly we are told that we should want more and more and more
without ever thinking about do we need it. Society tells us that greed is good. That greed is
what drives the economy. Now I'm going to tell you that greed is what causes us to forget God
in our lives. Greed is what causes us to lose track of what is right and what is good. Because
greed forces us to think of only ourselves. Because the moment we start thinking about other
people, we start empathizing and we start thinking about the ways that we might be able to
help them because we understand their struggle. If we see how much we have and think that
maybe we could share it, greed disappears. Wanting enough to feed yourself is not greed.
Wanting enough to be able to help your neighbor is not greed. Wanting enough to be able to
live comfortably and not worry is not greed. | say this because it is often the people who aren't
greedy who worry that they have become so. Yes, we must be vigilant. We must make sure
that greed isn't driving our lives. We also need to make sure that we don't paint ourselves as
greedy when we are not. Because greed is all about selfish things. Choosing yourself over your
neighbor every time. Choosing more for yourself and less for everyone else. Thinking of only
yourself and only about how things could benefit you.

That's the problem with the seven deadly sins. They cause us to lose track of our
community. They cause us not to think about what's best for all involved, but they cause us to
hyper focus on ourselves. We will see greed play out through the other sins. Last time | talked
about how pride is strewn throughout. But in the same way, greed also has a way of
permeating into part of the root of many of these others. When we look at envy next week, we
will see that greed is a part of it. Because it means wanting more for ourselves and being upset
when someone else has it. When we get to gluttony, there's a certain amount of greed that
comes with gluttony because it's the desire for more for ourselves and then taking it to the
extreme, to the excess. When we see lust, we see that idea of desiring more transform to an
obsessive desire for more. An overwhelming desire for more, including people. And when we
get to sloth, we see a different kind of greed. A greed that makes us think that others should be
doing the work for us because it contains that selfish desire, but now includes the idea that
others should be doing the work for us and that we don't have to lift a finger. | mention all of
this because | want us to see the way that these sins tie together. That they mesh together
because all of our sins become intertwined. Because they cause one sin to slip into another.



And the only way to get out of that is to repent. So, if you are dealing with issues of greed, |
pray that you will seek Christ's help and learn to let enough be enough. That we learn to be
accountable to one another so that we are able to share in all of us to thrive. Because we let go
of those selfish desires and we give ourselves over to the love of Christ. Amen.

Offering: If you are so moved to make an offering, you may send it to the church treasurer, or
you may send it to the PO Box listed below. We are still the church, and the church still needs
your support to keep doing all the important work that we do.

Lord’s Prayer

Dismissal with Blessing: May we go forth reflecting God’s love in our lives as we go forth in
the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Our Current Series — 7 Deadly Sins

Our series takes a look at the 7 Deadly Sins. Though they are an old church tradition, most of
us likely know them from pop culture today. For this series, we will explore each of the 7
Deadly Sins and see what scripture has to say about each. In doing so, we will be able to use
them to take a closer look at our own lives and think about the places where we can improve.
We avoid sin together by embracing a life in Christ.

7/12: Pride 7/19: Greed 7/26: Envy 8/2: Gluttony
8/9: Wrath  8/16: Lust  8/23: Sloth
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